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Overview
Selva Viva rainforest conservation project (www.selvaviva.ec)
Sachamanda, the mail from the rainforest, is published once a year and 
is the newsletter for all Selva Viva projects in Ecuador's rainforest.
Selva Viva consists of the following parts:

- Selva Viva rainforest protection co-operative The co-operative 
buys endangered rainforest and protects it. The sustainable use 
of the rainforest, especially in collaboration with the indigenous 
community of Ahuano, is one of the aims of the cooperative.

- Animal rescue centre amaZOOnico
The amaZOOnico offers wild animals that have been confiscated 
from the illegal animal trade or have become obsolete as pets a 
new home at the centre or in the forests of Selva Viva.

- Liana Lodge
The 36-bed hotel is located on the edge of the protected forest 
and is intended to contribute to the long-term financing of the 
rainforest conservation project as well as provide work and income 
for the indigenous community.

- Jungle School Sacha Yachana Wasi Christina
Founded and run by Christine Steiger, the school provides the 
children and young people of the indigenous community with an 
optimal education.

- Runa Huasi ecotourism project
The small, simple lodge with three cottages is run jointly by the 
indigenous community of Ahuano and ourselves. It creates jobs for 
the indigenous community.

- Solidaridad
This small fund for emergencies in the indigenous community is 
financed by donations from Europe.

Sachamanda sees itself as a link between the members of the Rainforest 
Conservation Co-operative, the Padrinos del amaZOOnico, the sponsors 
of the school children, the former volunteers and interns and the project 
management in Ahuano, Ecuador. It is intended as a forum for 
discussion and to bridge the gap between those on the front line and 
those who support us in Europe. We welcome letters to the editor and 
comments on Sachamanda.

http://www.selvaviva.ec/
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Foreword
As we do every year, we set to work with great motivation to get a new 
Sachamanda up and running. After many great issues, Martin has 
handed over the editorship to me (Alexis). We hope you enjoy reading it. 
Soon there will be a monthly newsletter with news from amaZOOnico (in 
English). Anyone interested can get in touch with Mum: 
mom@amazoonicorescue.org. An important note on our own behalf: 
Please inform us of any changes of address: Mail to Martin Pünter 
(puenter@sunrise.ch)
Thank you to everyone who supports the Selva Viva rainforest project in 
any way!

mailto:(puenter@sunrise.ch
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News from the amaZOOnico
Sandra Almeyda and Scott Ford left amaZOOnico following an offer of a 
doctoral position at the University of Copenhagen and introduced Mom 
Mariné to the day-to-day running of the amaZOOnico administration. 
Mom is from Barcelona, where she is studying media, education and 
community arts and has already been involved in various animal welfare 
organisations on the side. Sandra and Scott will continue to take on tasks 
for amaZOOnico in the areas of scientific work and communication. 
Many thanks to all three of them for their past and future commitment!

Animal well-being
Not much has changed in the processes developed by Sarah and Kelly. 
An enrichment plan is now drawn up for the animals every month. 
Various types of toys and puzzles are used to prevent the animals from 
becoming apathetic or depressed. This prepares them better for life in 
the wild. All ideas are documented photographically in an online gallery.

Administration and management of volunteers
Volunteers provide invaluable help in the day-to-day work of the centre, 
and after their assignment they will carry their experience and knowledge 
out into the world as a message for the protection of nature. Thanks to 
new profiles on Workaway, GivingWay, Idealist etc., requests for 
volunteers have increased significantly. It is important to have a simple 
and good system in order to process the many requests. Applications are 
now processed via an online registration form, which is directly linked to 
a calendar and address file. This saves Mum and me (in Switzerland) a 
lot of work and we have more time to deal with the volunteers' concerns.

amaZOOnico
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The iPad, which the Padrinos sent to Ecuador, now makes it possible to 
quickly and easily record the income from the bar and the small souvenir 
shop, the money spent on buying fruit, fish and meat and the handicraft 
work.

The amaZOOnico team. Front: Sandra (2nd from left) and Scott (3rd from left), 
back: vet Lincoln (3rd from left)

Scientific projects
Thanks to good networking with various universities and organisations, 
six scientific papers were tackled in 2018, which are expected to be 
completed next year or the year after:

o Sofia Almeida, Ecuador - "Diversidad y patrones de actividad diaria 
de mamíferos terrestres medianos y grandes del Bosque protector 
Selva Viva, cantón Tena, Napo - Ecuador"

o Iris Palma, Spain - "El enriquecimiento como herramienta de re- 
habilitación para la reintroducción de primates"

o Beatriz Pascual, Spain - "Efecto del enriquecimiento ambiental 
mediante la comparación de dos grupos diferentes de Ateles bel- 
zebuth en un centro de rescate, uno en cautividad y otro en semi- 
libertad"
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o Blanca Garcia Gomez, Spain - "Estudio del Cuidado Parental de 
Saimiri sciureus en estado de libertad"

o Eva Gilot, Spain - "Censo y Análisis Poblacional en Saimiri sci- 
ureus"

o Scott Ford, USA - "Social and Environmental Impacts of 
ecotourism in the Ecuadorian Amazon"

Biological monitoring and GPS collar
Eleven camera traps were introduced in the Selva Viva conservation 
forest in collaboration with the University of Florida (USA). The photos 
are intended to help improve future animal protection strategies, 
rehabilitations and reintroductions. In addition, more can be learnt about 
the diversity of wild animals in the area, their activity patterns and their 
habitat preferences. The camera traps will also help to track the released 
animals.

Thanks to successful online fundraising, we were able to purchase a 
GPS collar for America, the tapir. Until now, the animals have been 
released without us being able to monitor their well-being constantly and 
over a longer period of time. The use of GPS collars and camera traps 
should improve the reintroductions and ensure that the reintroduced 
animals are doing well and that we can react immediately if something is 
wrong.

Jaime and Ruben's wildlife observations are now recorded via iNaturalist, 
a system for identifying species and recording living creatures. Ruben 
and Jaime use a mobile app to record all their observations of flora and 
fauna.

Lea Schlunegger

Upcoming projects
Jungle training enclosure
One idea for 2019 is to create a kind of open enclosure of around one 
hectare in the centre of the Selva Viva conservation forest. This 
enclosure is intended to be the final step in the reintroduction process - a 
similar but too small enclosure already exists on Maquisapa Alpa. The 
time spent in the jungle training enclosure will allow the animals to 
become better acclimatised to life in the wild. This will allow us to monitor 
their progress in a semi-controlled environment.
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monitor. This will significantly increase the chances of success of the 
reintroductions. The cost of building the jungle training enclosure will be 
around USD 20,000.

Lincoln with a boa that was immediately released into the wild. (Photo: Hagen 
Schmitt- mann)

Aves 4 - new aviary
The bird population at AmaZOOnico has increased significantly, despite 
the first possible release of three macaws into the wild. Some of the birds 
are already showing signs of stress, such as aggressive behaviour and 
feather plucking. It is urgently necessary to build another enclosure for 
the birds. All the planning (detailed budget, cage design, location of the 
enclosure, etc.) has already been finalised. At this year's general 
meeting, the Padrinos decided to cover the costs of the new aviary. They 
amount to USD 12,450. The aviary is to be built in 2019.

Lea Schlunegger
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Portrait: Bodega boss Ana
Today I'm meeting Ana. To be precise, I meet her every day: she chases 
me around the bodega, where we prepare the food for the animals, and 
explains to me what I should and shouldn't do. She is 22 years old and 
comes from a Kichwa family. Ana started helping at amaZOOnico 11 
years ago. As she has been working here for so long, she is very 
important for our daily work. The new volunteers here are particularly 
reliant on her knowledge and experience. So it often happens that Ana 
has to answer a lot of questions at the same time. How does she 
manage that? I asked her that and much more.

Max: Ana, thank you for letting us meet in your free time. How can 
it be that you've been working here for eleven years? Didn't you go 
to school?
Ana: Yes, I went to Sacha Yachana Huasi Christina school for 8 years 
until I was 16. Among other things, I learnt German there for 5 years - but 
I don't think we're continuing in German now. However, I did help out at 
amaZOOnico at weekends during my time at school because there was 
a lot of work to do.
How did you grow up before you went to school?
Ana: I was born in the hospital in Ahuano. Before I was enrolled, I helped 
my parents and six older siblings on the farm. But I didn't like it so much, 
I wanted to do something else. So I was very happy when I was able to 
go to school.
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How did you get the idea to work here?
Ana: My way to school always took me through amaZOOnico, so it was 
hard not to notice the work here. And one day at our school they asked if 
anyone would like to help because they didn't have enough people. I 
wanted to try it out and I liked the work here, both with the animals and 
with the people. So I also worked on weekdays after school, and over 
time I also took on organisational tasks. After the first few years, I knew 
more about the amaZOOnico, the animals here and the food preparation 
than most of the others, so I was increasingly assigned to the centre. So 
I tended to cut fruit in the bodega and give the others tips rather than 
having to do everything myself.
Today you are the boss of the bodega. Do you intend to keep this 
"title" forever?
Ana: I still really enjoy working here and I love what I do. I couldn't 
imagine working on my family's farm like my siblings. But although I 
really like amaZOOnico and have gained a lot of experience here, I 
would like to move on sooner or later. Experience something new, learn 
something new, take on new challenges. Perhaps a similar project or a 
zoo. I would also like to do some travelling. But only in Ecuador, I'm 
afraid of flying.
All statements have been translated from Spanish.

Max K., volunteer at amaZOOnico

A day at amaZOOnico
Half past six in the morning. The alarm clock rings. Of course, I stay up 
for the obligatory five minutes and listen to the roaring rain pattering on 
the roof, sounding like drums from a time long gone. Ba-dumb-dumb, ba-
dumb-dumb. Steady and constant, like a heartbeat. After a glance at the 
clock, I decide it's time to get up. On the way up, you can see the sun 
making its way through the green canopy of trees.
At the top? Yes, at the top, up all those steps towards the sky, further 
and further, until you walk past a bridge and the cries of the daddies are 
already ringing out towards you. For tourists it goes there
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left to the bar, where we welcome them for a tour led by volunteers. We 
also sell souvenirs there.
For me, or rather us volunteers, we first head to the right to our bodega, 
where we prepare the food for the animals and where our cleaning 
utensils are. I arrive at our bodega at seven sharp with the other 
volunteers to tidy up the bananas and set off to clean shortly afterwards. 
Today I'm on the mono tour, as I realise when I look at the map. There 
are three different tours: the "Mono Tour", the "Front and Special Tour" 
and the "Big Tour". These tours include different animals whose 
enclosures you have to clean and feed. We clean and feed them in the 
morning between 7 and 9 a.m. and go on a new feeding tour at 2 p.m. 
directly after lunch. Feeding and cleaning involves a lot of dragging, and 
with the constant humidity and heat, it's sweaty and exhausting work. 
During the first few days, I fell into bed as if dead and fell asleep within a 
few seconds.

Is there something for me here too? Saki monkey Madam Moustache and tapir 
Poppy. (Photo: Laeticia Demarcy)

So now I start the cleaning tour and explain to a new pet owner what he 
needs to bear in mind. We clean all the cages at a brisk pace and then 
go back to the bodega to have a look,
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whether help is needed with cutting the fruit. This is not the case and so 
we start with the feeding. At the cage of the white-fronted and golden-
fronted spider monkeys - called maquisapas on Kichwa - we meet Johan. 
Johan is a free-living male of this species of spider monkey. A group of 
this species visits amaZOOnico from time to time. Nothing out of the 
ordinary happens with Johan, except that he communicates with the 
monkey lady Gima in the enclosure, who is holding her baby in her arms.
On the way back to the bodega, we meet Anita. She has been a 
permanent employee at amaZOOnico for 8 years and therefore has an 
incredible amount of experience. I can tell from her grin what she wants 
from me. "Tour en alemán" she announces: a tour in German. I'm not 
averse to tours, but whether or not they are enjoyable always depends 
entirely on the group. No matter how nice the weather is. If the group 
behaves as if they were the kings of the rainforest and as if different rules 
were imposed on them, the tour can very quickly degenerate into an 
unpleasant memory. Of course, there are also tourists who show a 
genuine interest and hang on our every word.
It's the latter that concerns me. Everything is going well. After an 
introduction to the history of the wildlife centre and an explanation of the 
rules that apply on the tour, we visit the various animal enclosures. 
Fortunately, the couple end the tour with a donation to amaZOOnico.
The rest of the day runs relatively normally. Breakfast, clean the bodega, 
ask for "extra tasks" and carry them out, guide another group through the 
centre, prepare for the second feeding, have lunch, then carry out the 
second feeding tour. So the day goes on as usual. As usual, the day 
ends with another extra task. Each of us is assigned a task every day, 
such as cooking or cleaning the bathrooms in the house.
After work and a cold shower, I lie down on the hammock and watch the 
sun disappear behind the trees. A strange mood takes hold of me. 
Contentment flows through my body. I also feel calm in every fibre of my 
body. Peace, so much peace. I listen to the sounds coming in from 
outside, the rushing of the river, the chirping of the crickets, the croaking 
of the frogs, the squeaking of the squirrel monkeys and so many more. 
The rainforest is alive. Never before have I been in a place so full of
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life. But that's only half of what you hear when you go further. Deep in the 
protective forest of Selva Viva, where one of the three reintroduction 
centres called Maquisapa-Alpa is located, that is where the rainforest 
lives. This is where the trees are located, the soul of the trees, these 
centuries-old giants and thus the soul of the rainforest. A magical place 
where you can take a deep breath and relax almost more than in 
amaZOOnico.
A good day comes to an end.

Blanka Mallow

Plant portrait: Chiriguayusa (Brunifelsia grandiflora)
The Chiriguayusa belongs to the nightshade family (So- lanaceae) of the 
genus Brunfelsia, which comprises 46 species. The species Brunifelsia 
grandiflora occurs naturally from Colombia to Bolivia, usually at an 
altitude of 100 to 2000 metres above sea level. The Chiriguayusa can 
grow between 6 and 10 metres tall, with 10-metre specimens being rather 
rare. Contrary to what the mononymic name suggests, the chiriguayusa 
is not related to the guayusa (Ilex guayusa).  This belongs to the family of

Chiriguayusa plant. (Photo: Daderot via wikimedia.org)
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Holly family. The odourless white and blue flowers are typical of the 
Chiriguayusa.
Nowadays, Chiriguayusa is primarily used as an ornamental and hedge 
plant, as it grows very densely and has beautiful white and blue flowers. 
It is also very easy to propagate by cuttings. This means that you can 
plant an entire hedge from an existing shrub simply by cutting the 
existing shrub into small pieces and sticking them in the ground. The 
wood from the plant cannot be used, neither outdoors nor indoors. It 
cannot be used as firewood either.
But very few people realise this: Chiriguayusa can also be used as a 
medicinal plant. Chiriguayusa is used to treat fever, either as a vapour 
bath for inhalation or as a tea. As a tea, it is also effective against 
rheumatism and arthritis. However, a certain amount of caution is 
required, as larger quantities can be toxic.
Certain shamans also use chiriguayusa as an ingredient in aya huasca. 
The purpose of this is unfortunately unknown, although it can be ruled 
out that it is added for a better flavour. Brunifelsia grandiflora is quite 
bitter, apart from the flowers.
One of the few creatures that 
feed exclusively on Brunifelsia 
grandiflora are the caterpillars 
of the genus Methona, which 
belong to the family of noble 
butterflies. The caterpillars 
are black and yellow striped 
and are not recognised by 
most butterflies.
They are spurned because of 
their bitter and foul-smelling 
flavour.

Butterfly of the genus Methona. (Photo: 
Geoff Gallice via flickr)

The wings of the resulting butterflies are almost transparent with black edges.
Jan Canelos
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Padrinos del amaZOOnico

Hedgehogs instead of turtles - AGM 2018
Before the 2018 Annual General Meeting, the Padrinos del amaZOOnico 
will be led by the Swiss amaZOOnico - or should that be emmeZOO? - 
managed. The wildlife centre is located not far from the Emme, on the 
outskirts of Utzenstorf (BE) on the grounds of Landshut Castle.
Mrs S. Sacher, biologist and animal keeper for zoo and wild animals, 
guides us through the facilities of the wildlife station for about one and a 
half hours and explains the diverse activities as well as the specific 
challenges of animal reintroduction in Switzerland. The listeners, who 
apart from the small children were all once volunteers in the Selva Viva 
project, first notice the many similarities between Ecuador and 
Switzerland. Here and there, the stations fulfil an important task for 
society, but are mainly financed by donations and supported by a lot of 
voluntary work. And, of course, the question of a possible reintroduction 
into the wild comes up against the same limits everywhere: Animals from 
captivity have often become too accustomed to humans or their 
behaviour no longer matches their natural environment. For example, an 
eagle owl or a hooded crow live in a species-appropriate aviary at the 
wildlife centre, as does the spider monkey Johan in his retirement home 
at ama ZOOnico.

The aviaries for animals that cannot be released into the wild.
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S. Sacher with a small hedgehog.

However, there are also some 
differences: at over 1,800 
animals a year, the Landshut 
Wildlife Centre Foundation 
takes in significantly more 
than the amaZOOnico. 
Hedgehogs make up a large 
proportion, at several hundred 
per year, and require 
significantly more care than 
the masses of tortoises that 
arrive at amaZOOnico. 
Basically, care seems to be 
more important here: It is not 
confiscation from the illegal 
wildlife trade that brings the 
animals to the centre, it is 
traffic and other accidents, but 
also many sick and orphaned 
wildlife emergencies. This is 
why many of the private

Animals that are brought to the centre are often seriously injured, have to 
be operated on and, after recovery, have to train their muscles and 
movements again before they can be released. The Padrinos are 
particularly impressed by the flight tunnel for bats and the three large 
flight aviaries for owls and birds of prey.
Due to the climate, all of the facilities appear to be much more stable and 
built to last longer - in the Swiss Mittelland, cockroaches do not nibble 
away at the wooden structures, and the enclosures do not rust quite as 
quickly as in the tropical rainforest of Ecuador. The team in Landshut 
should therefore be able to invest a much greater proportion of their 
working time in environmental education and sensitisation, whereas in 
Ecuador enclosures have to be repaired. This is despite the fact that 
environmental education would appear to be more urgent in Ecuador, as 
very few people in Switzerland would think of eating an injured wild 
animal.
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Training aviary. The branches are used to give the birds the opportunity to land again 
after shorter distances.

Releasing animals back into the wild also seems to be much easier in 
Switzerland: Larger animals can be moved to the right habitat by the 
gamekeepers, birds find their right place through the air and some small 
mammals can be released in the grounds of Landshut Castle. Squirrels, 
for example, feel right at home in the monumental trees in the 
neighbourhood, while a protective forest has to grow around the 
amaZOOnico to provide a habitat for large animals or groups of monkeys 
in particular.
We wonder whether there are challenges at the Landshut animal centre 
that are significantly greater than at amaZOOnico. We only notice one 
small detail: There are fine wires around the enclosures for small 
animals, which are constantly energised. If they weren't, cats would 
threaten the animals... It's not just in the wild, but also in the city that 
domestic cats, which are cute but unfortunately far too common in urban 
areas, pose the greatest threat to wild animals.
Further information on the wildlife centre can be found at 
www.wildstation.ch.

Martin Pünter
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Co-operative for the Protection of the Rainforest (GSR)

News from Selva Viva

Legalisation Selva Viva Ecuador
The new association has been founded and registered in Ecuador. New 
plots of land can now be purchased through this association.

Ranger
Ruben and Jaime have been given new work contracts. Their houses 
have been renovated.

Viewpoint in the protective forest with a view of Ahuano. (Photo: Corneel de Ridder)

Finca Liza
Joëlle Kappeler and Michael Wüst, who had already managed ama- 
ZOOnico for five years, have drawn up a project plan for Finca Liza. As 
soon as funding is secured, they will move back to Ecuador and set up 
the Finca Liza project. More about this hopefully in the next 
Sachamanda.

Christine von Steiger
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News from the Liana Lodge
An old year goes and a new one comes. Just like every year in the past, 
2018 was greeted with fireworks and Viejo dolls. After the usual excellent 
New Year's buffet by Ramiro and Ramon, which was big enough for 100 
people, we got in the mood for the upcoming New Year together with our 
guests. Thanks to plenty of sparkling wine and tasty snacks, the evening 
flew by and everyone was looking forward to the midnight event. 
Unfortunately, the weather gods had other plans. The aforementioned 
zero hour brought the rainforest in the Selva Viva area with plenty of 
precipitation. The traditional burning of the Viejos was therefore 
unfortunately cancelled. And yet the staff had spent every spare minute 
in the weeks beforehand making the funniest possible doll in Notenos 
Carpinteria. Contrary to our fears, however, the uninvited guest hardly 
dampened the mood of the guests, on the contrary - we made jokes 
together and laughed a lot, because you could hardly imagine a New 
Year in the rainforest being more authentic than the way it turned out. 
The next few months were less turbulent. Many guests came and 
enjoyed the rainforest, the good food and left us impressed and full of 
experiences to tell.
As a change from everyday hotel life, the staff went on an excursion 
together as they do every year, this time to Otavalo in the Sierra 
Ecuador. For three days, we went on various excursions together, 
travelled to the Mitad del Mundo, took a boat trip on the La guna de 
Cuicocha, went out for dinner together in the evening and rounded off the 
day with a beer in the bar next to the hotel. Time flew by and soon we all 
returned to Liana Lodge together, where we resumed work. As usual in 
spring, it rained a lot. The river rose regularly and flooded the banks of 
the Río Arajuno. Fortunately, however, the rainfall was limited and, unlike 
in previous years, the water never reached the hotel.

Liana Lodge
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A new volunteer from the end of February brought a breath of fresh air 
to reception at Liana Lodge and took a huge amount of work off our 
hands.
This was welcome support, as Sindij's baby was getting ready to see the 
light of day and keep mum busy 24/7 over the next few months. With two 
volunteers in the office and Yesseña's watchful eye, the time without 
Sindij went smoothly and we got to see little Theo during her regular 
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visits.



21

When René's annual visit was due, we were all busy as usual sprucing 
up the lodge. It was cleaned extra thoroughly and all the work that had 
been put off for a long time was completed within a week. To everyone's 
delight, René brought many everyday items from Switzerland that are 
difficult to obtain in Ecuador. There were new radios for the canoeists, 
plenty of spices for the kitchen and all sorts of little things that make life 
easier. The documents and bookkeeping were cleared out and tidied up, 
and when René left us again, the office was hardly recognisable.
With René's departure, Jan came to Liana Lodge in mid-June. Together 
with the Canelos family cousins, a lot of maintenance and repair work 
was completed in no time at all according to Jan's plans. The lodge soon 
shone in new splendour with newly gravelled paths, channels through 
which the water drains better, a corner with deckchairs for relaxing and 
countless little refinements.
Remigio's rooster population was decimated following complaints from 
guests and soon peaceful tranquillity returned to Liana Lodge. We were 
less aware of the second change of administration at amaZOOnico within 
a year. The only thing we had to get used to was new voices on the daily 
phone calls with the animal sanctuary and the one or other mistake was 
made, as is usual when there is a change.
With three volunteers plus Jan and Silvia in the office, the summer at 
Liana Lodge was mainly spent improving public relations and making it 
easier to recruit new volunteers. There is now an Instagram page for 
Liana Lodge and we also try to regularly feed the Facebook page with 
updates about what is happening on the Río Arajuno. In addition, the 
construction of a new motorised canoe for Liana Lodge has begun in 
order to bring guests from Pu- erto Barantilla to the lodge even more 
comfortably.

Leonhard Lamers, annual volunteer



22

New school building and more
The new school building is finished. A different class comes every 
weekday and is taught German and English here. The pupils are very 
happy to come and the teachers can finally work efficiently and quietly 
again.

Canoe
The provincial government has donated a new canoe with a motor to the 
school. Victor also receives USD 80 worth of petrol per month. That 
takes a lot of pressure off our finances! The canoe was thanked with a 
beautiful inauguration ceremony.

Victor's new canoe.

Pupils after their training
o Abdón is starting the final year of his Master's degree in tourism. 

He was honoured as the best student of his year for the third 
time in a row.

o Yesseña works at reception in the Liana Lodge. She is a great 
support and very popular with the foreign guests because of her 
language skills.

Jungle school
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The construction of the school building was considerably more 
expensive than budgeted.

Around $10,000 is still missing to pay off the loan.
If you want to help us get back into the black, please support us with a 

contribution to account CH79 0900 0000 3021 3199 6 or Paypal 
"urwaldschule@gmail.com". We are grateful for any help!

o Christian works as a tourist guide in Runa Wasi. Thanks to his 
knowledge of German and English, he is able to authentically 
explain the sensitive contexts of his habitat to an audience that 
speaks neither Kichwa nor Spanish.

o Ana has completed her training as a nurse.
o Micaela is in her second year of tourism studies.
o Sacha has passed his A-levels and wants to study in Puyo.
o Jason has passed his A-levels and is now doing his military 

service. His goal is to join the police later on.
o Gabriela takes a gap year. Thanks to Walter Isotton, she can 

study for a year at the cantonal school in Uster.

The new school building from the outside.

mailto:urwaldschule@gmail.com
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Pictures of the new school building

View into the classroom.

The kitchen in the new school building.

Christine von Steiger
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Thank you - Merci - Gracias - Thank you - Pagarachu
Donors amaZOOnico
AVES France, Christa Banholzer Voutsis, Margrith Barth, Ernst 
Bernhard, Ueli Bertschinger, Barbara Bircher, Stefan Brettl, Johan Busse 
von Colbe, Mathieu Carbonneau, Philippe Chappuis, Nina Cramer, 
Markus and Petra Dockhorn, J. and M. Ehrlich, Hans-Rudolf Furler-
Handschin, Astrid Gbu- rek and Martin Baggenstos, Nicole Giger, 
Katharina Grosch, Elsbeth Grü- ebler, Steffen Grundmann, Christina 
Gugolz, Wolfgang Hartmann, Karin Hauser, Karin Hedinger, Karl and 
Hedy Hofstetter, Simone Hofstetter, Willy and Anita Jaus, Christa Jordi, 
Gabriela Kämpf, Robert Kavan, Peter Kern-Zimmermann, Susan and 
Wolfgang Lutz, Thomas Meier, the Meinherz-Surbeck family, Oliver 
Mensinger, Ralf Metzner, Markus Petzold, Ber- nadette Probst Nützi, 
Arnold Pünter, Martin Pünter, Ursina Pünter, Nik Real, Stefan 
Rickenmann, Rita Romanowsky, Simone Rutishauser, Mar- kus 
Scheuring, Patrick Schor, Yvonne Schumacher, Noemie Schulthess, 
Jürgen Schwabe, Annette Schwannecke, Alexander Smith, Thomas Spi- 
taler, Bärbel Stadlinger, Alexis Strähl, Elisabeth Surbeck-Wegmann, 
Hans Rudolf Tschumi, Marlene Uster, Hilde Weisskopf, Thomas Wüst, 
Jolanda Zutter

Donors Solidaridad
Regina Bretz

Supporters Selva Viva/GSR
Marie-Curie-Gymnasium, Dresden; Kies AG KAGA, Aaretal; Waldgruppe 
Freiburg, D-Freiburg; M. Curie Fachoberschule Soziales, I-Meran; L. 
Bankow, J. and M. Buser-Knecht, Heidi Di Rocco, J.P. Falter, Marco 
Granda, Bruno Keimer, E. Moeller and R. Blecke, Monika Steffen-Nebel, 
Thomas Wüst

Donors Jungle School Sacha Yachana
Hedy and Karl Hofstetter, Kinderhilfe Swissair, Markaya de Suiza, Sieg- 
fried von Steiger, Christine von Steiger, Hansruedi Spichiger, Elsa La- 
zecki, Haag-Herrli family, Marianne Furer, Hünibach Horticultural School, 
Rickenbacher family, Wolfgang Hartmann, Heidi Müller, Seggin- ger 
family, Sabrina Wäspi, Rieckmann family, Esther Bolli, Friedli family, Eli- 
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sabeth Kästli, Kurt Emmenegger, Marianne Lüdi, Susanne Morf, Ernst
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Bernhard, Markus Petzold, Anja Albasini, Hans & Mona Zufferey, Karin 
Sterchi, Erica & Ernst Vögeli, Birgit Mallmann, Edith Suter-Straumann, 
Erich & Therese Binder, Elisabeth Frey, Regula & Marcel Fuchs, Beat 
Lee- mann, Karl Ehlers, Doris Müller-Kern, Andreas Mast, Andreas 
Zurbuchen, AnnaRosa Haldemann, Beat Flückiger, Daniel Helfenstein, 
Hanni & Hel- mut Fichtenthal, Anna Jablonkay Aegerter, Jenny Meystre, 
Paul Lüthi, Susanne Stucki, Maria & Andrango Akeret, Thomas Mast, 
Mietek Przewrocki, Silvia Müller, Hugo Staudenmann, Traudel & Walter 
Hoyler, Walter Mast, Christian von Zimmermann, Ariane & Daniel 
Ritschard, Hans Bienz

(Photo: Corneel de Ridder)

Volunteers at amaZOOnico
Matthew Allen, Carly Baanders, Manon Bayona, Alejandra Beitsch, Flo- 
rent Bordes, Araceli Menor Carbajal, Denis Champigny, Manuel Chavez, 
María Emilia Aguirre Cisneros, Laetitia Demarcy, Javier de la Fuente 
Mar- tinez, Reda Belhassine Demerdji, Jérémy Demeulemeester, Tracy 
Doe- ring, Maureen Doyle, Laura Fehst, Michelle Ferreira, Bettina 
Fornera, Sa- rah Gillespie, Eva Gilot Sancho, Lucile Goulnik Maya 
Greenhill, Channing Guy, Jasmin Haensel, Jordy Heuten, Maja Hübener, 
Mathias Janetzky, Andra Janieks, Joaquín Tomás Martínez Jaramillo, 
Gwendoline Jubin, Eli Karsh-Lombardo, Alix Knebel, Elien Lammens, 
Noa Leclercq, Arthur Leg- ein, Sacha Liegois, Vincent Le Marquand, 
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Charline Leraisnier, Blanka
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Mallow, Claire Marshall, Matthew McKee, Mariña Padín Oubiña, Eva 
Plath, Keith Raekelboom, Jade Reddington, Zoe Rooke, Emma 
Saragosa, Thomas Schmidt, Hannah Schwartpaul, Olivia Stroud, Raheel 
Sufi, David Fernando Orellana Suriel, Hélène Testa, Megan Varner, 
Maria Isabel Ve- negas, Connor Scott Wingate, Ou Yang Yin Erl, Florian 
Zeitel

Volunteers at the Liana Lodge
Nils Berger, Leo Lamers, Sabrina Meier, Jonas Ridder

And to...
All permanent employees in all projects, especially Siegfried Andermatt, 
Eduardo and Sandra and Scott. We are delighted that Sandra and Scott 
continue to be involved in the project.
René Hollenstein has been supporting the Liana Lodge and the ama 
ZOOnico for years, especially with the bookkeeping on site. Many 
thanks for this!
Thanks to our friends Paula & Alois Speck-Schmid, Ellen van Nierop in 
Quito, François Parvex, Silvia & Kurt Morgan.
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Imprint
Editorial office:
Padrinos del amaZOOnico 
Alexis Strähl 
Mattenstrasse 3
4632 Trimbach 
alexis.straehl@outlook.com 
Proofreading: Alexis Strähl
Photos: Unless otherwise stated, all photos are by the authors. Cover 
picture: Hagen Schmittmann, back cover: Laetitia Demarcy

Bank details
Switzerland: Postal cheque account Padrinos del 

amaZOOnico 8032 Zurich, account 
number: 85-671667-6
IBAN CH26 0900 0000 8567 1667 6

Bank account GSR Selva Viva
Account no. 108.123/00.06
SL Gürbetal, 3127 Mühleturnen 
BIC-/SWIFT-Code: SLGUCH2M
IBAN CH73 0839 6016 3713 6641 0
Postal account of the bank: 30-38186-8 Postal 

cheque account Urwaldschule
3116 Kirchdorf, 30-213199-6
IBAN CH79 0900 0000 3021 3199 6

Germany: Account Padrinos del amaZOOnico, Zurich 
Sparkasse Hochrhein, Waldshut-Tiengen 
BLZ 68452290; Account number: 
77052421 BIC-/SWIFT-Code: 
SKHRDE6W
IBAN DE16 6845 2290 0077 0524 21

mailto:alexis.straehl@outlook.com
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For donations, a payment purpose can be specified in the message 
field.
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