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Foreword

There is also a lot of news about the Selva Viva project on the Rio
Arajuno this year. Like us, the year there was also characterised by
Covid-19 and everything was a little different than usual.

| would also like to share a memory of the amaZOOnico with you in the
foreword, as | am almost back there when | am creating the Sachamanda,
In this place that was my home for 8 months and will always remain so in
some way.

A worthy reception

On my first evening, after planning for the following week, we're all still
standing and sitting comfortably in the kitchen when suddenly
someone tugs at my trousers and | hear: "Wow! Finally someone who
isn't shouting!" Screaming? Why? Only now do | see the large black and
green tarantula, which is now causing the other volunteers to flee to the
benches, but had just worked its way up my trouser leg. Why didn't |
scream? Well, | didn't notice. | guess that's what it means:

"Welcome to the jungle!”

Jolanda Zutter

Over time, we "almost" became friends, Text & photo: Jolanda
Zutter the 8-legged friends and me. Photo: unknown

| hope you enjoy reading the latest Sachmandas.



Overview

Selva Viva rainforest conservation project (www.selvaviva.ec)

Sachamanda, the mail from the rainforest, is published once a year and is
the newsletter for all Selva Viva projects in Ecuador's rainforest.

Selva Viva consists of the following parts:

Co-operative for the protection of the rainforest Selva Viva

The cooperative buys endangered rainforest and places it under
protection. The conservation, protection, reforestation and
sustainable use of the rainforest, especially in collaboration with
the local population, are some of the aims of the cooperative.
Animal rescue centre amaZOOnico

The amazZOOnico offers wild animals that have been confiscated
from the illegal pet trade or have been used as pets a new home at
the centre or in the forests of Selva Viva.

Liana Lodge

The 36-bed hotel is located on the edge of the protected forest and is
intended to contribute to the long-term financing of the rainforest
conservation project as well as providing work and income for the local
population.

Jungle School Sacha Yachana Wasi Christina

Founded and run by Christine von Steiger, the school provides
children and young people from the local population with an optimal
education. Since 2011, the school has been subject to the Ecuadorian
school system. The donations are used to pay for additional Swiss
teachers, school materials for language lessons, school uniforms,
the school canoe, excursions, school trips, a country school week
and school furniture.


http://www.selvaviva.ec/

- Llakta Kawsana Wasi
The student residence is located on the outskirts of the provincial
capital of Tena. Young people who have completed primary school in
SYW and attend the "Colegio" can live here. They are professionally
supervised by two teachers.

- Runa Huasi ecotourism project
The small, simple lodge with three cottages is run jointly by the
local population and Selva Viva. It creates jobs for the
indigenous community.

- Solidaridad
This small fund for emergencies of the local population is financed by
donations from Europe.

Sachamanda sees itself as a link between the members of the rainforest
protection cooperative, the Padrinos del amaZOOnico, the sponsors of
the school children, the former volunteers and interns and the project
management in Ahuano, Ecuador. It is intended as a forum for discussion
and to bridge the gap between those on the front line and those who
support us in Europe. We welcome letters to the editor and comments on
Sachamanda.

If you would like to receive the Sachamanda in digital form only, please
notify Martin Plnter (puenter@sunrise.ch). The same applies to any
changes of address.

Would you also like to receive news from amaZOOnico during the
year? Since last year there is a monthly newsletter. If you are
interested, you can send an e-mail to info@amaZOOnicorescue.org.


mailto:(puenter@sunrise.ch

News from amaZOOnico

The amaZOOnico is an animal rescue centre in the Ecuadorian part of the
Amazon rainforest. Animals that are victims of illegal trade are taken in
there, released back into the wild and cared for. All animals that arrive at
amaZOOnico are brought to us by the Ministry of the Environment. They
were confiscated from people who kept them illegally as pets or wanted to
sell them on the black market. Some animals suffer from various physical
and mental problems on arrival, making it impossible for them to live freely in
the forest. These animals are given a spacious enclosure where they can live
in the most natural conditions possible. In other cases, arriving animals
are in a good physical and mental condition. They are first
quarantined, thoroughly examined and can be released back into their
natural environment after a rehabilitation process.

Projects - the jungle training enclosure

We will build a 1 hectare open enclosure in the middle of the Selva Viva
sanctuary (1750 ha protected area). This enclosure will serve as the final step
in the animals' rehabilitation process, where they can recover from life in
captivity. By spending time in the jungle enclosure, the animals can
become acclimatised to the forest. And this gives us the opportunity to
better monitor their reintroduction process in the semi-controlled area.
This significantly increases the chances that they will one day find their
freedom outside in the forest.



enjoy, reproduce, roam and do everything they should do in the jungle. The
cost of building the jungle training enclosure is around 20,000 USD
(17,345 EUR). We are grateful for any donations to finance this project
and thank you in advance for your support!



The first animals we want to release into the wild are the four juvenile
woolly monkeys: Uvita, Kiwi, Fresa and Bama.

We are very happy about this, because although they were mistreated
before their arrival, they will be able to live the life they deserve in the
enclosure. Once they are free, other animals such as spider monkeys or
squirrel monkeys - and many others - will use this enclosure as a starting
point to later return to where they belong. And all this, thanks to your
help.

The video at the link below shows Uvita arriving at amaZOOnico:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slfvAU68358

Text and photos: Sandra and Scott
Alameyda Zambrano

Translation from English:

Simone Rutishauser

A brief review of the year and what does the future hold?

Towards the end of last year, two amaZOOnico team members were
relatively seriously injured by a tapir. They have since survived the
attack well, but this incident led to major changes in the dynamics and
the entire team at amaZOOnico.

But also the corona virus, which in March emerged
in March, hits hit amaZOOnico hard, as it was left without volunteers for
months and is still


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIfvAU68358

still not open to visitors. But with the help of the padrinos, he can keep
himself on his feet.

Research

The diagnostic centre, which

was built with donations from the

Padrinos, was completed at the

end of November 2019. Among

other things, we hope to

collaborate

wit

h
universities and students who can use the centre, but
of course it also enables
This will enable our future researchers, veterinarians and biologists to
do a better job. By working with universities and students, we hope to
be able to realise some projects in the future, such as the construction
of the Jungle Trawing Enclosure. The funding from the cosmetics
brand LUSH has unfortunately been stopped due to Covid-19, as the
virus has hit the USA quite hard. However, as soon as this funding
starts flowing again, the realisation of the project will continue, which
will allow researchers to return.

The two spider monkey projects in collaboration with the IKIAM
University and the Mohamed bin Zayed Organisation are also
continuing and ran throughout the year. The organisation finances the
local researcher Pablo Licuy and also supports the projects with
materials. With regard to the spider monkey projects, we would also like to
thank the foreign researchers who were also part of it and continue to
support us from abroad with data processing. Both projects - to
gradually move a free-living group further away from the amazZOOnico
and the reintroduction of a female spider monkey - bore fruit. The
spider monkeys, which had previously spent too much time in the
amaZOOnico, left it, stimulated by various enrichments that we
developed on the basis of the group's observations and research.
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Our local experts include Selva Viva forest rangers Ruben Shiguango
and Jaime Tapuy, who, with the help of biologists Amaél Borzée and
Yoonjung Yi, have created a field guide to the frog species in Selva
Viva in Chicago Museum exhibited
https://fieldguides.fieldmuseum.org/guides/guide/1213

Release into the wild

America, the female tapir raised in the amaZOOnico and now released,
was removed from the amaZOOnico with the help of an electric fence
due to a territorial incident. She is now staying outside in the forest,
but comes back to feed in the evening. However, our forest rangers
have reported that she is moving further and further away, has
changed her sleeping place and is exploring the forest more.

The other tapir, Pumpkin, a young male who has always been shy, is also

rarely if ever seen and the two forest rangers also found traces of him in
the Selva Viva reserve.

Photos Tapir:
Johanna Charpentier
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The group of black-eared parrots was released at the beginning of
November with the help of the Merazonia Wildlife Rescue Service. We
would like to take this opportunity to thank the researchers and volunteers
who accompanied and supported us on the way to releasing these
chicks.

The forest tortoises, which stayed in

the centre for a long time and could be

seen by visitors

were released in the Selva Viva protection forest at the beginning of
December.

In one of the spider monkey projects, work was also
carried out with the spider monkeys earmarked for
release. A young female named Sherlock was
released into the wild at the beginning of March in the
process of a gentle release. After a sudden illness and
due to some mistakes made in the process, Sherlock
was recaptured. Whilst she recovers, the mistakes
have been ironed out and we hope to be able to
release her again soon.

After a month-long stay at amazZOOnico and after finally getting

permission from the MAE (Ministerio del Ambiente), we were able to
release our coati Manzano near Makisapa-Alpa at the end of May.
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Young talent

America has not only moved further away from the amaZOOnico, but
has also had offspring. The young

The male was probably born at the

beginning of June. The father could be

Pumpkin, as he was increasingly seen in the

vicinity of the amaZOOnico at the time of

birth.

From the caiman female Buffy are, after

eggs have been found outside the amaZOOnico enclosure. So there will
probably be caiman offspring.

News about the team

Blanca Garcia and Cenix Callejo left amaZOOnico in mid-November
2019 for various reasons. Firstly, volunteer Blanka Mallow took over
the management temporarily and later permanently.

There is currently no biologist on site at amaZOOnico. However, the
centre is supported by various external biologists and also by the
veterinarian Mauricio Guzman.

Three of the workers signed their employment contracts at the
beginning of this year. Claudia Alvarado, Sixto Yumbo and Javier
Canelos are now permanent employees at the

amaZOOnico. Ana Alvarado has left

us after years of support to take up a

new job opportunity in Tena.

Photo from left to right: Mauricio Guzman
(vet), Sixto Yumbo, Claudia Alvarado, Javier
Canelos, Edison Canelos (carpenter &
caretaker), Veronica Tapuy (cook), Blanka
Mallow (administration)

Photo: Pablo Licuy
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Other projects in and around the centre

Kichwas

The Edison Canelos (Botanical Garden) project continues after the
successful congress. Edison can now

volunteers who can support him in his work and also

learn a lot about the rainforest plants.

Jalely and Sixto, two of the workers, will build on

Edison's project with the help of biologist Hernan
Orellana-Vasquez and the amaZOOnico team to develop a

new project for preserving and drying fruits and aromatic

and medicinal plants.

begin. A machine will then be used to process them into tea and
preserves.

Volunteers

Lea Schlunegger, who actually only wanted to
visit us, ended up staying for a few months
and came up with the idea of a fruit and
vegetable garden for the volunteers.

The "Volunteers Garden" is currently being
tended by the workers and will later be tended
by the volunteers who will hopefully return soon.

Covid-19

The Covid-19 virus, which hit Ecuador in mid-March, had a drastic
impact on the country and therefore also on amaZOOnico. Volunteers
who wanted to come were unable to do so and stayed in their home
countries or travelled back. Three volunteers who were unable to travel
home, including Lea, stayed until the end of June/beginning of July until
travelling was reasonably safe again and they were able to leave.
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Caution was also required with the animals, especially the primates,
as we did not know whether they could also catch the virus. As there
have been no infections so far, we have relaxed the measures
somewhat.

The first volunteer in almost three months will arrive at the beginning
of September. In the months until then, we have been and will be
supported by two local workers with cleaning and feeding. However, the
amaZOOnico will remain closed to visitors until the volunteer situation
changes and the MAE announces otherwise.

During this entire time, without any income, we were and are financially
supported by the Padrinos and we would like to take this opportunity to

thank all Padrinos and especially the
Board of Directors.

Text: Blanka

Mallow, Sixto

ASHGA PAGRACHU! yumbo and
(Many thanks) Claudia Alvarado

Photos: unknown
bottom left: Iris Palma
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Profile of a worker from the amaZOOnico

Name: Veronica Adelaida Tapuy Cerda
Age: 44 years old

Nationality: Ecuador

Ethnicity:

Kichwa

Place of residence: Ahuano - Napo -
Ecuador Work: Cook

Interview:

How many years have you been working at amaZOOnico?

| have been working here at amaZOOnico for 18 years.

Do you like your work here? Why do you like it?

| really enjoy working here. | can also play my part in protecting the
animals by cooking the food for the volunteers and workers.

What is your relationship like with the volunteers?

The relationship with the volunteers is good, even if it is more difficult
with some of them if they don't speak Spanish. This language barrier
sometimes makes communication difficult. It's much easier with those
who do speak Spanish. | talk to them a lot and can share more. In
general, however, the people who come to the amazOOnico are very
kind.

How experience you the differencebetween the
cultures of the volunteers and the local culture?

| like it. | think it's important to learn from these cultures and to bring our
culture closer to others. We can learn about things that are new to us and
this is usually very interesting for me as well as for people from other
cultures. On
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What | like most is that | learn words in other languages through the
exchange. One of my favourite languages, even though | neither speak
nor understand it, is French.

What is it like for you to prepare different dishes (some people eat
meat, others have a vegetarian or vegan diet)?

| like preparing different dishes, as | also get to know and cook new
dishes. It's important that all the volunteers are happy. However, the
necessary food must also be available.

Did you find it difficult to cook something new for the volunteers,
as opposed to the local dishes you already knew?

Before | came to amaZOOnico, | had already worked at another place
where | learnt a few dishes. After that, | had the confidence to try and
invent new things with the food | have at my disposal. Sometimes |
have some difficulties with volunteers who have certain allergies.
Nevertheless, | always try to cook in such a way that they are satisfied
and do not harm their health.

At the interview:

Vero" on the right,

left Jalely (Claudia) Alvarado
Photo: Blanka Mallow
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Dictionary in Kichwa:

Comidas Food Saludos Greetings
Pollo Atallpa iBuenos dias! Ali Punsha
Chicken Hello

Frejol Purutu iBuenas tardes! Ali Chishi
Bean Good evening

Pescado Aychawa iBuenas noches! Ali Tuta
Fish Good night

Platano Palanda iHasta luego! Mincha kama
Banana See you soon

Yuca Lumu jHasta mafanal Kaya Kama
Cassava See you tomorrow

Aji Uchu iHora de comer! Mikuna Uras
Chilli Meal time

Sal Kachi iVamos a comer! Aku Mikunkawa
Salt Let's go out to eat

Huevo Lulun iGracias! Mana Imas
Egg Thank you

Photo: Iris Palma
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Text: Jalely & Sixto
Translation from Spanish:
Text: Lea Schlunegger
Table: Jolanda Zutter



Testimonials

Corona in amaZOOnico

I'm Arthur and I've been a volunteer at amaZOOnico since mid-
January. From the first corona case in Ecuador to the closure of the
centre, things happened very quickly. At first we were still taking in
tourists, but we did the tours wearing face masks and keeping our
distance. At the time, it was not yet clear whether the virus could also
be transmitted to animals. That's why everyone was a little scared and
we kept a particularly large distance from the animals.

As the borders closed, fewer and fewer tourists came and we closed the
centre for the first time from mid-March until 1 April (at that time we were
still assuming that we would be able to reopen soon).

The closure of the centre was very pleasant for us volunteers, as there
were only four of us at the time and each of us had to do 3 or 4 tours
practically every day, which was very exhausting. After the centre closed, this
task was of course no longer necessary.

The centre is still closed today (as of the end of July) and will probably
remain closed for a while yet. We used the time without tourists to get the
centre back in shape (cleaning the volunteer house, removing moss from
the cages, fighting termites, etc.), as well as doing more enrichment for the
animals and other tasks around the centre - we now have a volunteer
garden!

19






