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Foreword

This year, too, there is a lot of news about the Selva Viva project on
the Rio Arajuno. Much is still characterised by Covid-19 and the path
back to "normality” is progressing slowly.

Just like last year, | would like to share a memory of the amazZOOnico
with you this time too, because while creating the Sachamanda | am
almost there again, in this place that was my home for 8 months and
will always remain so in some way.

Addendum: The photo on the cover page from 2020 and another photo in
last year's issue with the title "Photographer unknown" were taken by
the talented photographer Elena Bank. Thank you for the message and
the beautiful photos.

Phot('):' Alba Martinez



Reminder

Mikel, a somewhat crazy capuchin monkey but very amiable in his
own way, is a regular source of entertainment. On every tour, we tell
our visitors not to get too close to the enclosure, as Mikel loves to pull
people's hair or clothes.

While | explain this to my group with my back to the enclosure, Mikel
sneaks up and actually catches my T-shirt. With a loud "rattle” and
an almost cheeky grin, Mikel emphasises my statement, the whole group
has something to laugh about and my T-shirt has additional ventilation.
Yes, a visit with us should not only be informative and sensitising,
but also fun.

"Thank you Mikel, you're always good for entertainment, whether as

an innocent monkey, eating happily or in a bad mood, it's never boring
with you."

Text & Photos: Jolanda Zutter

| hope you enjoy reading the latest Sachamanda.



Overview

Selva Viva rainforest conservation project (www.selvaviva.ec)

Sachamanda, the mail from the rainforest, is published once a year and is
the newsletter for all Selva Viva projects in Ecuador's rainforest.

Selva Viva consists of the following parts:

Co-operative for the protection of the rainforest Selva Viva

The cooperative buys endangered rainforest and places it under
protection. The conservation, protection, reforestation and
sustainable use of the rainforest, especially in collaboration with
the local population, are some of the aims of the cooperative.
Animal rescue centre amaZOOnico

The amazZOOnico offers wild animals that have been confiscated
from the illegal animal trade or have been used as pets a new home
at the centre or in the forests of Selva Viva.

Liana Lodge

The 36-bed hotel is located on the edge of the protected forest and is
intended to contribute to the long-term financing of the rainforest
conservation project as well as provide work and income for the local
population.

Jungle School Sacha Yachana Wasi Christina

Founded and run by Christine von Steiger, the school provides
children and young people from the local population with an optimal
education. Since 2011, the school has been subject to the Ecuadorian
school system. The donations are used to pay for additional Swiss
teachers, school materials for language lessons, school uniforms,
the school canoe, excursions, school trips, a country school week
and school furniture.


http://www.selvaviva.ec/

- Llakta Kawsana Wasi
The student residence is located on the outskirts of the provincial
capital of Tena. Young people who have completed primary school in
SYW and attend the "Colegio" can live here. They are professionally
supervised by two teachers.

- Runa Huasi ecotourism project
The small, simple lodge with three cottages is run jointly by the
local population and Selva Viva. It creates jobs for the
indigenous community.

- Solidaridad
This small fund for emergencies of the local population is financed by
donations from Europe.

Sachamanda sees itself as a link between the members of the rainforest
protection cooperative, the Padrinos del amaZOOnico, the sponsors of
the school children, the former volunteers and interns and the project
management in Ahuano, Ecuador. It is intended as a forum for discussion
and to bridge the gap between those on the front line and those who
support us in Europe. We welcome letters to the editor and comments on
Sachamanda.

If you would like to receive the Sachamanda in digital form only, please
let Martin Plnter know (puenter@sunrise.ch). The same applies to
any changes of address, which Martin will also be happy to receive.

Would you also like to receive news from amaZOOnico during the
year? There is a monthly newsletter. If you are interested, you can
send an e-mail to info@amazZOOnicorescue.org.


mailto:(puenter@sunrise.ch

The barren paradise |

In the first issues of Sachamanda (1998-2008), texts appeared under the
titte "The barren paradise"”, which were intended to familiarise readers
with the rainforest ecosystem. We have decided to reprint these articles in
an updated version.

Warm and humid climate - poor soils

Anyone experiencing the weather in Central Europe in the summer
of 2021 may have felt reminded of the tropical rainforest: the sky was
rarely cloudless, the mountains and hills were lined with fog banks, the
humidity was very high, as soon as the sun shone it became humid and
there were downpours and thunderstorms almost every day. Even
though the summer of 2021 resembled the weather in the tropical rainforest,
the temperature here was much too low and, above all, it was a
Central European summer, whereas in the tropical rainforest this
weather prevails at any time of year and all the time.

A scientist would define the climate of the tropical rainforest with the
following figures:

1. The annual rainfall must be at least 2000mm and there must not be a
pronounced dry season.

By way of comparison, the long-term average rainfall in Zurich is just
over 1000mm per year.

2. The average annual temperature must be at least 20° Celsius.

Both conditions together can only be observed in the inner tropics; in
the outer tropics there would be longer dry periods. As there are hardly any
temperature differences between the seasons in the inner tropics, all
days of the year are similar: in the morning it is still rather cool at
around 20° C (in Switzerland, nights in which the temperature does not
fall below 20° C are considered tropical nights; during very hot
summers there are around ten to twenty-five tropical nights in Ticino), after
which the air quickly warms up to around 30° C. This in turn does not
seem to be a particularly high temperature, but since the



humidity is usually over 90 %, it feels unpleasantly humid and the body
can hardly cool itself by sweating.

The ever-humid rainforest climate is the humid sauna among the
climate zones.

The rainforest ecosystem can be found between the tropics (i.e. where the
sun is vertical at noon at least once a year) and - also by definition -
always below 1000 metres above sea level. On a global scale, tropical
rainforests can be found in the Amazon basin of South America, in the
Congo basin of Africa and on the Indonesian islands (e.g. Borneo or
Sumatra) and a few other islands close to the equator. Here the dense,
evergreen forests proliferate with giant, liana-covered trees on which
other plants sit. Countless colourful bird species, strange, mostly small
mammals, impressive, large snakes and lizards and of course an immense
number of crawling, singing, buzzing and unfortunately also stinging
insects live here.

This natural area appears to the visitor as a lush ecological paradise. -
Appears. - The truth in the rainforest is different: Nutrient depletion is
the greatest challenge that the plants and other living creatures have to
contend with. This sounds incredible and will therefore be demonstrated
and explained in this and the next issues of Sachamanda using
detailed observations of the rainforest.

Stilt root Board root

Photos: Jolanda Zutter



This time we will be looking at the basis of the ecosystem and the cause of
the nutrient deficiency: the soil.

Source: dw.com

Soil is generally formed from stones whose minerals change over time
through weathering, transforming into new minerals (secondary minerals)
and mixing with organic material from dead, decaying plant remains.
Depending on the climate, these processes take place at different
speeds, forming different secondary minerals and thus different soil
types. In the soils common in Central Europe (brown earths and
parabrown earths), clay minerals are formed from feldspars, for
example. Clay minerals are favourable for soil fertility. They are
negatively charged and can therefore bind positively charged nutrient
salt ions. Central European soils are usually good nutrient reservoirs
and, due to their fertility, are suitable for arable farming and (if rather
moist) livestock farming.

The situation is different in the ever-humid, tropical climate zone. Here,
the primary minerals are dissolved by high temperatures, strong soil
moisture and plenty of organic acid. Clay minerals cannot survive and
even quartz, the most resistant of the



The frequent rainwater washes out the mineral ions, leaving behind
many aluminium and iron oxides. The frequent rainwater washes out
the mineral ions, leaving behind many aluminium and iron oxides. They
give the tropical soils (tropical red earths, ferralsols) their characteristic
reddish-brown colour, are neutral or positively charged and therefore
unsuitable as nutrient binders. The frequent and intensive tropical rain
washes out the mineral salts that are important for the plants, leaving
behind a barren, nutrient-poor soil.

RN %’ 5 1 %% Subsoil. Only in the uppermost

decimetres of the soil, where freshly
34 fallen leaves are decomposed, does
# it have sufficient nutrients. The deeper
layers (soil scientists would speak of the
B horizon) are not only poor in nutrients,
but are even toxic to plants due to their
% high aluminium ion content. Accordingly,
tropical plants have far-reaching roots that
do not go very deep. Even the large
trees, the jungle giants, have very
shallow roots and therefore need stilt
or board roots above ground in order
to withstand the tropical storms.

But back to the core message of this text: Tropical soil is poor in
nutrients. How can such a diverse natural environment thrive on this
soil? How can sufficient nutrients still be available for the plants and
animals?

Further texts under the heading "The barren paradise” will provide
information on this in future issues of Sachamanda.
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News from amaZOOnico

The amaZOOnico is an animal rescue centre in the Ecuadorian part of the
Amazon rainforest. Animals that are victims of illegal trade are taken in
there, released back into the wild and cared for. All animals that arrive at
amaZOOnico are brought to us by the Ministry of the Environment. They
were confiscated from people who kept them illegally as pets or wanted to
sell them on the black market. Some animals suffer from various physical
and mental problems on arrival, which makes it impossible for them to live
freely in the forest. These animals are given a spacious enclosure where they
can live in the most natural conditions possible. In other cases, arriving
animals are in a good physical and mental condition. They are first
quarantined, thoroughly examined and can be released back into their
natural environment after a rehabilitation process.

A brief review of the year - and what does the future hold?

We are still here! We are still here! Last year, thanks to the generous
support of the Padrinos del amaZOOnico and all the friends of the
project, we were able to come to terms and continue looking after the
animals.

In the middle of the second year of the pandemic, our doors are slowly

and cautiously opening again. We are welcoming volunteers and some
groups are taking part in guided tours of amaZOOnico.

12



In order to find a long-term solution, we are looking for alternative
sources of income. Some of the options we are considering are: offering
virtual tours, offering services as a biological station for scientific
researchers, applying for grants for biodiversity conservation,
crowdfunding campaigns and working with commercial organisations for
sponsorship. If anyone has any contacts, leads or tips on any of these
opportunities, we would be grateful to hear from you.

We are confident that with the help of all our supporters, we can defeat
the pandemic and continue our mission: to protect the wildlife of the
Amazon, support indigenous communities and make a real contribution to
a healthier planet for all.

Projects

Due to the lack of income from tourism, we have temporarily suspended
all projects that go beyond the basic care of the animals in
rehabilitation.

Research

How cool would it be to understand the language of spider monkeys?
Researcher Sofia Narvaez has set herself the task of doing just that. Using
state-of-the-art technology, she records the sounds of wild spider
monkeys, as well as those living in captivity. At the same time, she is
collecting all kinds of information about the environment and the
general context, which will help her to identify and evaluate various
factors that play a role when spider monkeys communicate with each
other.

While Sofia studies the language of the spider monkeys, Fernanda
Navarrete researches their food preferences. She spends many hours
observing the spider monkeys' food intake and compiling an impressive
herbarium of all the plants that the spider monkeys like to eat.

13



Release into the wild

We have our hands full. Watson, a baby spider monkey (Ateles belzebuth),
needs 24/7 care. She is now
has been with us for a few months now and we §
are delighted to see how well she is developing.
We hope that one day she will be able to swing |
through the forests of the Amazon with her ‘
conspecifics.

White-bellied spider monkeys are threatened
with extinction and play an important role in the
Amazon rainforest, namely the arduous task of
seed dispersal. All the more important

The reintroduction of Watson. Photos

Watson:
Hauke Mallow

We are currently looking for funds to build a temporary enclosure that
will allow Watson to become more familiar with the free spider monkeys. If
anyone would like to support Watson's rehabilitation process, please let
us know.

ffew,

HAUKE MALLOWAPHOTOGRAPHY:




Young talent

Guess who became a mum for the second time? Yes, America! Our
forest rangers spotted her walking through Selva Viva with a furry,
spotted little tapir. We are delighted that she feels so at home in the
wild and has given life to two free tapirs who can call the Amazon
rainforest their home. We are also delighted that three peccaries and two
huanganas were born at amaZOOnico this year.

News about the team

We are pleased to announce that Vicky Viteri, Alba Martinez and Sergio
Montero have joined our team. Vicky has been our vet since December
2020, while Alba and Sergio arrived as biologists in July this year. They
will also take care of the administration until January 2022, when the
former administrators Sandra and Scott return.

We wish Blanka, Sixto, Jalely and Mauricio, who have embarked on
new adventures, the best of luck.

Other projects in and around the centre

1% for the Planet

FOR THE
PLANET

— NONPROFIT PARTNER —

Another welcome announcement is that amaZOOnico has joined the
international organisation "1% for the Planet" as a non-profit partner.
This partnership is intended to increase our influence

15



and involve more companies and individuals in the protection of the
Amazon rainforest and its wildlife.

More information at:
https://directories.onepercentfortheplanet.org/profile/amazoonico

Animal adoptions

We have introduced an adoption programme. People from all over the world
can symbolically adopt amaZOOnico animals and support their
rehabilitation by providing vital funds that will enable us to continue
caring for them and their development. We are immensely grateful for all
the wonderful people who have joined the amaZOOnico family as adoptive
parents. We are confident that Gima (spider monkey), Johan (spider
monkey), Pinky (chichico monkey), Esmeralda (anaconda) and
Josefina (coati) will also find adoptive families soon.

Photos:
https://www.amazoonicorescue.org/

(amaZ00nico
N ,“‘. %\\

English text: Sandra Alameyda Zambrano
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Testimonials

I, Elisa Davanzo, a 21-year-old woman, decided to take the plunge, leave
my country Chile for the first time on my own and setoff for amaZOOnico.

My stay at amaZOOnico was an unforgettable experience in many ways.
Whether it's the impressive animal species that live here, the incredible
landscapes that surround you or the amazing people you live with - every
day in this paradise in the middle of the jungle was magical.

What | will never forget is how | was welcomed there. Everyone was
so friendly and introduced me to their way of life. It is also a unique
privilege to work with other volunteers from all over the world.

| am happy for every experience | have had, for what | have learnt and for
the wonderful people who have crossed my path. | have definitely
returned to Chile a better version of myself and appreciate the things |
have even more, with the conviction that there is still so much to learn and

see. Ecuador has a place in my heart and | hope to see you again. Text
in Spanish: Elisa Davanzo

17



We are Junie and Christian, a French-Ecuadorian couple. We were in
amaZOOnico for one month in February 2021. Before we signed up for the
volunteer programme, we didn't know much about the Amazon
rainforest or amaZOOnico, but it wasn't anything like we expected.

We got to know a lot of people during our stay. Whether at amaZOOnico
or in the nearby community, everyone taught us something and made us
feel at home.

This experience is not just about coming into contact with the animals.
It is also an opportunity to get in touch with nature, with yourself and with
the locals.

It was an incredible experience that has changed our lives and the
way we live. We would definitely recommend anyone who is
hardworking, open-minded and wants to do something good for the
environment to have this experience.

Text English: Junie and Christian

Photo: Alba Martinez
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By Carol Ceprian:

My experience at amaZOOnico was undoubtedly one of the best of my life.
Of course it's scary at first, because you don't really know what to
expect, but once you see the wonderful work being done at the centre,
you forget all your fears.

The work is very rewarding and everything you learn every day is
priceless. The staff welcome you as if you were a member of the
family and they put all their trust in you.

When | went to amaZOOnico, | expected to get in touch with the
animals, but | never thought it would affect me so much on an
emotional level. Whether you stay for a short or long time, amaZOOnico
becomes your home and the day you leave, you leave a piece of yourself
behind.

Text Spanish & Photos: Carol Ceprian
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Plant portrait

Chuchuhuaso

Order: Celastrales (spindle tree family) Family: Celastraceae
(spindle tree family)

Latin name: Monteverdia laevis

Spanish name: Chuchuhuaso Kichwa

name: Chuchuhuaso

The Chuchuhuaso tree grows exclusively in the South American
primary rainforest. It is found in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil and
Bolivia. It prefers to grow in dry places. It is not found in places that
are flooded.

Chuchuhuaso is used for medicinal purposes, but its wood can also be used
indoors. Chuchuhuaso is usually used to treat fevers and stomach problems.
To do this, the bark is removed from the tree and cut into small cubes.
These cubes are then soaked in sugar cane spirit for a few weeks. This
mixture then has a long shelf life and can be bottled (see photo 2). The
liquid is brown in colour (see photo 1) and its taste can best be
compared to a bitter herbal schnapps. There are various recipes;
depending on the illness, preferences and use, it can be mixed with
other ingredients, for example with the fruit of the cannonball tree
(Sachamanda No. 18) or with ayahuasca (hallucinogenic drug).



Chuchuhuaso has suddenly gained popularity in the last year after it
was traded as a natural remedy for Covid-19. For this reason, a lot of
chuchuhuaso is currently being consumed and traded in Ecuador. It is
recommended to gargle with the mixture against Covid-19, but drinking

the whole thing is also widespread.
Text & Photos: Jan Canelos

Photo 1: Medicine from ChuchhasoPhoto 2: A different
take on recycling
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Rege’h “Hilfe e.V.

Zusammen stark - Fiir unsere Erde.

A journey for environmental protection

Our non-profit organisation Regenwald-Hilfe e.V. was founded in 2018
and is an initiative of passionate zoo keepers and enthusiastic nature
lovers. By educating our fellow human beings, we want to actively
campaign for the protection of our wonderful planet and reach as many
people as possible. Our aim is to educate you about the problems of the
rainforest and our flora and fauna so that together we can actively and
effortlessly promote species and nature conservation.

@ We work together with nature
- and animal welfare
organisations that specialise in
¢ many of our educational points
' in order to offer you the best
' possible information and
=¥ (opicality in our work.
As a small private organisation,
: @ we finance our projects from our
->¢ 4 . OWn resources.
resources. Our team consists of a small nhumber of people who
specialise in specific areas. As a small organisation, we therefore have
a low administrative burden. Transparency is the basis of credibility for us!
Together with motivated supporters, we want to educate people about
the problems of our planet in order to stop the destruction of nature.

22



so that we can protect the original habitat of humans and animals and
contribute as a strong community to the conservation of endangered
species.

Even as a small child, | was fascinated by the rainforest. | watched the
animal documentary on my parents' TV screen with great enthusiasm.
| saw macaws flying in the sky, tapirs running through the forests and
listened to the impressive sounds of the jungle. Even then | knew that |
would one day go on a trip to the rainforest. | was 10 years old at the
time. My parents and | often watched animal documentaries. We
would sit on the sofa in the evening and for a moment we were in another
world. We were there. Full of emotion. Everything was just right. The
smell, the landscape, the animals, the excitement and the adventure. For
almost two hours, we immersed ourselves in this wonderful world, in the
green lungs of our planet, and were able to forget about everyday life. | was
10 years old and there were no limits to my imagination. But the dream of
travelling seemed unattainable.

But then the long-awaited day
finally arrives. I'm flying to
Ecuador. Almost 5 weeks in the
| rainforest, without running water,
8 \ithout our modern technology,
which we are growing up with more
and more, and with some
adventures awaiting me. My alarm
clock has

The doorbell has just rung. | get up and freshen up in my bathroom
one last time for a long time. My suitcases are packed and I'm about to
leave for the airport. The excitement is great. There is equal measure
of joy and fear of the unknown. But | know that | will experience a lot
there in the rainforest of Ecuador and that | will take a lot of
experiences with me.

It is particularly special for our organisation to be active directly in the
green lungs of our world. Ecuador has one of the richest ecosystems
on earth. Here, for example, you can experience the
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Differences between rainforest, cloud forest, mangrove forest and dry forest.
Unfortunately, the original forests continue to be destroyed by
deforestation. Perhaps the most famous natural paradise in Ecuador
are the unique Galapagos Islands. They are located around 1,000
kilometres from the mainland in the Pacific Ocean and are of oceanic-
volcanic origin. But there are also problems in the green lung: many
native tree and plant species are being robbed of their original habitat by
the cultivation of fruit and vegetables. The phenomenon seems typical for
Ecuador.
g Our projects for
environmental protection in
Ecuador take us to a country
that represents the whole of
Latin America in miniature. The
station amaZOOnico, which we
selected ourselves, is located in
® the Rio Napos region of Ecuador.
Exciting

Projects in and around the rainforest are waiting for the
commitment of many volunteers. Together with our local co-operation
partner, we provide assistance with the help of donations. We work
together with the wildlife and reintroduction centre. A variety of projects and
opportunities offer a wide range of activities for animal and nature
lovers.

We will continue to support the amaZOOnico centre in the future. This facility
makes an important contribution to the protection of species and the
environment for our planet. We are constantly working to make our
nature a little better. Here in Ecuador, | have learnt and seen where we can
start. Together with amaZOOnico and other centres, we at
Regenwald-Hilfe e.V. would like to offer a placement platform for
volunteers. Anyone interested in helping the environment can sign up
for a breathtaking time in the rainforest through our organisation.

24



You can find more information about our volunteering programmes and
the association on our homepage or in our contact details:

Regenwald-Hilfe e.V.
Breslauer Weg 4
29664 Walsrode
Mobile:
0160/3787577
info@regenwald-hilfe.de
www.regenwald-hilfe.de

Text & Photos: Jan Pflugstedt

8 years later...

It's been a long time since I've been eagerly following the pictures and
reports from amaZOOnico online. But then, almost exactly eight years after |
left my beloved station, | had the opportunity to enter it again.

After a brief visit to Michi and Joéelle in Puerto Barantilla (who brought
me to the amaZOOnico in 2012), my travelling companion Jan and | headed
down the Rio Arajuno on 23 December 2020 and it was almost like back
then, almost like being at home again. However, | quickly saw the first
big change. The major landslide had significantly altered the riverbank
landscape, including the disappearance of one of the small islands.
But a lot has also changed at amaZOOnico. Starting with the enlarged
The old volunteer kitchen, the no longer
existing mouse breeding centre and
some newly built animal enclosures. On
the whole, however, the structure and
charm of amaZOOnico has remained the
same. And what's more, Vero, Edison
and Felix are still loyal souls and familiar
faces.

25


http://www.regenwald-hilfe.de/
http://www.regenwald-hilfe.de/

As an animal carer, my hopes of seeing former protégés again were
not disappointed. My little Navi and my little Huachi, both no longer so
small today of course, were still waiting for me.

On 20 September 2012, a tiny ocelot came to us at amaZOOnico via
the then Ministerio del Ambiente. It was immediately obvious that he
had been snatched from his mother far too early. He was completely
intimidated and obviously unable to survive on his own, so | took care of
him. | gave him the name Huachi, which translates as sunbeam, and
bottle-fed him and the ocelot girl Ankas, who already lived with us and
was only a few weeks older.

Our tapir girl Navi was also at
amaZOOnico before me. Michi |
and Joelle had taken her in back §.
then and after her return journey
to Switzerland, | took over
responsibility for the little orphan.
Navi always had a mind of her own,
as you could see from her _
occasional independent excursions
out of the enclosure.

the last time. My next trip to
amaZOOnico is already
being planned, at least in
my head.

Text & Photos: Sebastian Jahnke
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Volo meeting and AGM 2020 in Zurich

The tram slowly made its way up the Zirichberg. The leaves on the trees
were already turning yellow and orange. It was a wonderfully sunny
day in autumn a year ago. We weren't the only ones with the idea of
visiting Zurich Zoo. Pushchair after pushchair

families, friends and
acquaintances stood and sat on
the tram to visit the newly opened
Lewa Savannah.

The Lewa Savannah is the
largest enclosure at Zurich Zoo
in terms of area. After the
® Masoala Rainforest (2003) and
= the Elephant Park (2014), it is
" the third major project for the
Development of Zurich Zoo into a nature conservation centre.

Our small group of former volunteers and
Padrinos and Padrinas gathered at the
. entrance to the zoo. Martin, who has known
the zoo for many years, led us through the
labyrinth of paths between the enclosures.
He

told us about the changes in the construction of the enclosures over the
decades.

27



More space, same number of animals is the new motto. The new 5.6-
hectare Lewa Savannah has generous open spaces for the giraffes,
rhinos and other animal species.

The design of the enclosures at amaZOOnico has also changed over
the years. Today, we try to integrate the enclosures better into the
existing forest and use existing trees, shrubs and other plants - provided
they are not poisonous - as climbing and feeding plants. In some
cases, we have also planted additional trees in the enclosures. We are
planning the 1 ha Jungle Training Enclosure, which we reported on in
the last Sachamanda.

For us jungle lovers, the Masoala Hall was of course one of the highlights
- a little piece of amaZOOnico in Switzerland.
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In the afternoon, we were able to enjoy the sunshine on Martin's roof
terrace,

soda and a beer or two at the AGM.
In particular, we had a video call to
the Regenwaldhilfe e.V. association
in Germany, which intends to provide
us with volunteers and also support
amaZOOnico financially.

Overall, 2020 was a crazy year for amaZOOnico. We can be proud of
the fact that we didn't have to lay off any people, but were able to support
the locals by continuing the work and guaranteeing other families an
income. The animals in particular benefited from the fact that we had fewer
visitors and therefore amaZOOnico became a little quieter.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who donated to
the food parcels. We were able to give all the families on Isla
Anaconda a large food parcel with food and toiletries twice.

Text: Lea Schlunegger
Photos: Jolanda Zutter
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SelvaViva
Co-operative for the Protection of the Rainforest (GSR)

Annual General Meeting

Once again, the AGM was held online. We will probably continue with this
mode, as it allows more members - including those from other countries - to
participate.

Donations

Our major sponsor, the Marie-Curie-Gymnasium in Dresden, was able
to organise an online challenge despite corona, which again made a
donation possible that will pay for our third forest ranger.

We also received a huge donation from the Hettler family, which is
funding the purchase of another piece of woodland.

Protection forest

Due to ongoing problems with intruders and illegal logging, a new
action plan has been drawn up and introduced by Liz Nufies. From
now on, the forest rangers Remigio and Joélle will report incidents in the
protected forest. Remigio tries to track down the perpetrators and seeks
dialogue. The perpetrators must sign a confirmation in which they
undertake not to enter the protection forest again. If they do so anyway,
Selva Viva will press charges.



Finca Don Sigifredo

The construction of the model farm is in full swing. Seedlings are being
successfully grown for reforestation. A vanilla plantation has been
established and work can finally begin on the cocoa plantation. A bamboo
project is being planned. The application to cultivate and reforest part of
Selva Viva's land is approved by the AGM.

Text: Christine von Steiger

Photo: Jolanda Zutter
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Siegfried von Steiger -
a big heart does not beat more

Siegfried von Steiger, the founder of GSR Selva Viva, died unexpectedly
on the evening of 30 July 2021.

He and his wife Christine set up amaZOOnico
together with Angelika Raimann and Remigio
Canelos in 1993 and founded GSR Selva Viva
with some of his friends in the same year.
Two years later, he bought the farm at
Puerto Barantilla. He was president of the
GSR until 2005. He visited his projects
once or twice a year and was the driving
force behind all actions in favour of the
rainforest.

In 2020, he sold part of his farm to Joélle
and Michael Wist and was looking forward
to seeing his work and many of his ideas
continue in good hands.
become. During his last visit in March of this year, the plan for an
agricultural school for the young Kichwas was born. This, his last project,
will continue to be realised in his spirit.
The news of his death came
from Ecuador the
following reply: "Siegfried
was a proud and
powerful man. He definitely
left a part ofof himself in
Ecuador and a
part of  of him, his legacy,
will live on. He did such great
things for the Kichwa
community and for and for
the rainforest,
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especially Mother Nature, will be eternally grateful to him."
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We miss him very much!

Text & photos: Christine von Steiger
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Jungle school

Sacha Yachana Wasi & Llakta Kawsana Wasi

As the government of Ecuador actually decided to keep schools closed
for a whole year after the lockdown on 13 March 2020 due to Covid 19,
there were no school lessons during this school year. The schools
did not open in March 2021 either - and the new school year 2021/22
will also start without in-person classes. We are very excited to find
out how this 18-month (and counting) knowledge gap will ever be
made up.

Since July 2021, European teachers have been back on site and are
running voluntary English courses for the children for the time being.
As soon as the public school is up and running again, they will also
return to normal school operations.

The school will be extended this year by Sigi's agricultural school.
Planning is underway and we hope to be able to tell you about the start of

the project here next year.
Text: Christine von Steiger

Fundraising campaign by Lorin Ritschard

As part of a final project at his school, 14-year-old Lorin Ritschard from
Winnewil set himself the goal of organising a one-man fundraising ride in
aid of the jungle school. On his own initiative, he looked for sponsors
who would donate a certain amount per kilometre ridden. His goal was to
cover a distance of around 350 kilometres in one day!
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"Starch is not produced in the body.
It arises from an irrepressible will." Mahatma Gandhi

After several months of preparation, he set off on his ambitious project at 4
a.m. on 3 June. He was accompanied by his father and another cyclist.
The journey led from Wiinnewil via Schwarzenburg - Wattenwil - Thun
- Schallenberg - Entlebuch - Lucerne - Schwyz - Zug - Sursee -
Ursenbach - Zollikofen - Koniz back to Winnewil.

He actually made it. He arrived in Wunnewil at 8 o'clock in the
evening. He cycled 366.3 km in 16 hours (minus 2.5 hours for lunch)
and overcame more than 3,700 metres in altitude. That corresponds to
an average speed of around 27 km/h!

He has thus raised over CHF
16,000 for the jungle school.
The school can use this money to
set up a WLAN so that the
children can network with other
schools - and we can buy land to
start the new "Agricultural School"
project.

Photo: Charles Ellena for the Freiburger Nachrichten

We would like to thank Lorin warmly for his huge commitment and
the sensational donation, with which he has enabled the school and all the

schoolchildren to take a big step into the future.
Text: Christine von Steiger

36



Liana Lodge

News from the Liana Lodge

A lot has happened since our last report. Due to the pandemic, we had
to significantly downsize our team and close the hotel completely in
March 2020. During this time, we have focussed on repairing the main
building and generally sprucing everything up.

In August, thanks to some mainly French guests, we were able to get
some staff back for the high season. Otherwise, however, only a few
small groups visit the lodge sporadically. Virtually all long-term
reservations have been cancelled due to Ecuador's current risk status.

Abdon Shiguango thankfully took over the management of the lodge
shortly before the pandemic. He previously studied tourism in Puyo and
successfully completed his studies. Together with Yessefia Canelos, they
do their best to manage Liana Lodge. Ramiro Cafarejo (cook) and
Eliberto Noteno (carpenter) are also still with us after 20 years. Adrian
Canelos, also a former classmate from SYW, usually works as a guide
and barman. We currently have three people in the team who speak good
German. Over time, more and more

"old" familiar faces are back and we hope that the whole Liana Lodge
family will soon be together again.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our long-standing

supporters such as Rene Hollenstein, Gabriela Kampf and Francois Parvex,
without whose help we would not be here today.
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The whole team is ready and looking forward to welcoming tourists
again. As soon as Ecuador is taken off the risk list, we hope to welcome
back our loyal guests from Europe.

From left to right: Adrian Canelos,
Ramiro Cafiarejo, Abddn Shiguango, Gissela Alvarado (Abdén's fiancée)

Our team will continue to work to offer visitors the best experience.

Text & Photos: Silvia Canelos

38



Off to Liana Lodge - spending the night in the rainforest

Many thanks to my former work colleague who gave me the idea for
my thesis. | found her involvement in a sustainability project in Ecuador so
exciting that | felt this project and Liana Lodge were the perfect topic for my
thesis.

We were in contact a few times to find out how | could support the Liana
Lodge in the form of a thesis. | researched the lodge online and
realised that the market presence in Switzerland and online could be
improved. | consulted with my supervisor and then decided to create a
marketing concept to improve the market presence on the Swiss travel
market and online.

In my work, | have carried out various analyses in order to find suitable
strategies. A situation analysis and target group analysis should
provide a basis for different marketing strategies. | created the
situation analysis using a SWOT matrix, which can be used to create a
standard strategy in order to explain clear objectives. | analysed the target
group with the help of personas and the Sinus-Milieus, so that all
marketing activities can be planned according to the target group. The social
media channels are also analysed in order to develop strategies for a
better online presence. The Liana Lodge will receive suggestions for
improvement, which will have a direct impact on bookings from Switzerland.

You will find out more about the results and implementation in the next
Sachamanda.

Diploma thesis as part of the
Certified tourism specialist HF
from Carla Brandt
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Thank you - Merci - Gracias - Thank you - Pagarachu

to our donors and supporters

for the amaZOOnico

Noah Lukas Advena, Patricia Aleong, Sandra & Scott Almeyda Zambrano,
Christa Banholzer Voutsi, Elena Bank, Battasendas Capricorn (Pfadi
Scuol), Regina Bauerfeind, Raphael Baumeister, Ernst Bernhard, Barbara
Bircher, Maria Bischoff, Monika Braun, Gardi Cainero-Hutter, Philippe
Jean Louis Chappuis, Corneel De Ridder, EcoSparkles Nanna Stofberg,
Esther Egli, J. & M. Ehrlich, Marissa Engelhardt, Marcel & Regula Fuchs,
Hans Rudolf Furler-Handschin, Fabio Gemperle, Nicole Giger, Martin
Gruebler, Elsbeth Griebler-Bachmann, Steffen and Judith Grundmann,
Wolfgang Hartmann, Karin Hauser, Karin Hedinger, Markus
Hegetschweiler, Anja & Mathias Hennevogl, Karl & Hedy Hofstetter,
Daniela & James Hombach Kerr, Noemi Innig, Willy and Anita Jaus,
Christa Jordi, Roman Kalin, Gabriela Kampf, Elisabeth Kastli-Aebi, Robert
Kavan, Peter Kern-Zimmermann, Joanna Kiss, Susanne Kistenberger,
Kleintierpraxis Talgarten Monika Bertschinger, Lea Sofia Kreis, Markaya de
Suiza, Hauke Mallow, Eugen Matt, Thomas Meier, Oliver Mensinger, Ralf
Metzner, Elea Miessen, Kurt & Silvia Morgan, Christa Nachtmann, Astrid
Oberson Drayer, M. Petzold & D. Nowitzki, Bernadette Probst Nuetzi,

Martin Punter, Ursina Punter, Alfons Raimann, Margarete
Raimann, Tahia Raschke, Real & Partner AG, Vanessa Ressler, Gabriela
Richter, Stefan Rickenmann, Angelika Rieckmann, Gertrud Riss, Rosmery
Patricia Rojas Maturana,Simone Rutishauser, Ingrid Schenk, Hans
Schlunegger, Lea Schlunegger, Silvia Schneider-Schiess, Yvonne
Schumacher, Jirgen Schwabe, Regina Sedlmeier & Marco Mraulag,
Alexander Smith, Rosmarie Spescha-Jenzer, Thomas Spitaler, Corina
Sprecher, Monika Steffen, Sonja Stussi, Marlene Uster, Petra Valkova,
Andrea Vincenz, Franziska Weger, Werner & Helga Wendt, Beatrice
Widmer, Thomas Wust, Fritz Ziorjen



for Solidardad

Regina Bretz

for the jungle school Sacha Yachana

Ritschard Lorin, von Steiger Siegfried, Hofstetter Hedy & Karl,
Markaya de Suiza, Furer Marianne, Segessenmann Fritz, Haag-Herrli
Regula & Gallus, Gamper Silvia, Spichiger Hansruedi, Mallmann
Birgit, Hofstetter Holding AG, Lambinus Renate, Rufer Jorg, Scherschlicht
Marlene, Waber Anna & Ueli, Hartmann Wolfgang, Segginger Ursi,
Albasini Anja, Apprederis Marianne, Jablonka Anna, Meier André,
Zurbuchen Alex & Corina, Emmenegger Joli & Kurt, Heiniger Anna Margrit
Kurt, Heiniger Anna Margrit, Kastli Elisabeth, Scheidegger Silvia ,Spescha
Rosmarie, Staub Irene & Fredy, Sterchi Karin, Wiggenhauser Silvia,
Wyss Gerhard, Zurbuchen Andreas, Hofstetter Simone, Kelterborn
Maya, Meuwly Salome & Cyrill, Morf Susanne, Mduller Nicole, von
Zimmermann Christian, Waespi Sabrina, Hennevogl Anja, Koérner
Adele, Paur Friedel, Bischoff Maria, Gerwin Heinrich, Berger Jasmin &
Markus, Bernhard Ernst, Bienz Hans, Binder Therese & Erich,
Boschung-Gonzales J. & E., Ehlers Karl, Fluckiger Markus, Frey Nadja,
Frey-von Zenker Elisabeth, Fuchs Regula & Marcel, Gurtner Peter,
Haldemann Anna Rosa, Hofer Jean-Luc, Krummenacher Werner,
Lehmann Susi & Ueli, Mast Andreas, Mast Walter, Messerli Jann,
Meystre Jenny, Miller Silvia, Nussbaum Jirg, Siegenthaler Susanne,
Spadafora Antonio, Staudenmann Gerda & Hugo, von Steiger Daniel,
Wenger Walo, Bauernfeind Draginja, Rieckmann Angelika & Ginter,
Schranz Martin & Anna, Antonelli Filippo, Born-Rogantini Sandra, Grau Rosli,
Herzig Karin & Beat, Hofmann Jeannine, Linz Regula, Ludwig Daniel, Muff
Milena, Reusser Ueli, Spicher Andre, Walchli Hans,

Aebersold Dorli & Kurt, Schwartz Silvia, Steinemann Beat

for Selva Viva/GSR

Hettler family, Ecuador, Patrick Schor, Gerolfingen, AmaSelva e.V,



Freiburg, Maria Bischoff, DE, G. & L. Bankow, Weimar, Markaya de
Suiza,



Hirschthal, A. Hennevogl, DE, HP Falter, Geneva, Brunno Keimer,
Frauenfeld

for the food parcels:

Sandra & Scott Almeyda Zambrano, Heidi Di Rocco, Martin Plnter,
Bettina Saupe

to our volunteers

in the amaZOOnico

Maria Alicia Vela Ramon, Sarah Cooke, Atylio dos Santos Rosa, Laura

Siqueira, Sheila Aragon Gallegos, Pamela Alexandra Arizo Lucero,

Nathan AndresAzuero Guijarro, Elisa Davanzo Barros, OscarGual

Luque, Samantha Abigail Rios Marquez, Christian Pazos, Junie
Massebeuf, Melissa Desmettre, Meritxell Gali Romaguera, Crisell

Belsito, Elise Perot, Carolina Ceprian Simén, Al Borja, Emri Trainor, Elea

Sophie Miessen, Celeste  Faraut, Julien  Garnier, JulietteJousset
, Pamela Alejandra Enriquez Rodriguez, Sayde K.
Ridling, Lisa-Maria Weber, Marina Villabona, Garance

Trinquier, Emilie Tamo Kamguia, Laura Vayssettes, Maria Fernanda
Alarcon Mantilla, Guillermo Andrés Enriquez Prado, Helen Melissa
Zegeye, Diego Fernando Escobar Pefafiel, Paul Andrés Cepeda
Remache

at the Liana Lodge:

There have been no volunteers at Liana Lodge since the last Sachamanda.

to the teachers

in the Llakta Kawsana Wasi
in the jungle school Sacha Yachana Wasi Christina

There have been no Swiss teachers in the school since the last
Sachamanda.
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for animal adoptions

Suraksha & Lovelyn Chandrasekhar, Johanna Fiedler, Family Frik, Anne
Gehrung, Benjamin Langlois, Sonja Liesch-Hosch, Jorg & Sylvi Schlichter

Photos: Facebook amaZOOnico Centro De Rescate De Animales Silvestres
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T-shirts for animals

In the last issue, we informed you that we had the idea of producing T-
shirts to generate donations and provide additional support for
amaZOOnico during these difficult times.

Many thanks once again to all the donors and helpers who made this
campaign possible.

As last year's campaign was very well received and very successful
and the difficult times for amaZOOnico are unfortunately not quite over
yet, we have had T-shirts printed again this year.

We hope that you also like this year's design* and that we can continue to
actively support amaZOOnico and the animals, in addition to the fact
that we all get to walk around in very cool T-shirts.

You can order at: https://www.amazoonicorescue.org/help-us

Text: Jolanda Zutter
*Design: Noa Leclercq
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Solidaridad

What is Solidaridad and how and when did it actually come about?
Solidaridad means solidarity - community spirit - solidarity; and that's exactly
what the donations should be used for.

Solidaridad was founded years ago when the son of a long-time amaZOOnico
employee urgently needed medical help and the family was unable to raise
the money for the operations. Solidaridad collected donations to
finance the boy's operations and treatment.

Today, many people who are employed are also entitled to medical
support, but this is far from being covered. We also work closely with
many people who are not employed, for example the "fruit women" who
supply the amazZOOnico with fruit twice a week.

In previous Sachamandas, donations were also collected under the title
Solidaridad to enable education and training for young people who had
the ambition and the will but could not afford to study. In such cases, a
future student sometimes presents himself at Sachamanda to generate
donations or to find a kind soul who wants to support his education.

But when things are urgent and there is a medical emergency, there is
no time for this, which is why it is important to be able to call for help
even without prior notice.

"Solidaridad" to be able to collect donations on an ongoing basis - so that
we can respond in an emergency.

Solidaridad is therefore intended as support for the families of the

Kichwa community, who are somehow connected to the amaZOOnico
and Selva Viva through employment, the sale of fruit or handicrafts.
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work together and are connected. It's all about supporting our neighbours
on the island. With the food parcels, for example, we were able to bring
great joy and support to 50 families twice!

That is Solidaridad - together for the people we care about!

Text: Jolanda Zutter

Photo: "las mujeres de las frutas"” -
Facebook amaZOOnico Centro De Rescate De Animales Silvestres
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Food parcels

Covid-19 has hit the whole country very hard. Around 500,000 people have
lost their jobs. Tourism has collapsed. Many people thought: "And now
what?"

Thanks to the contacts of amaZOOnico and the Liana Lodge in European
countries such as Switzerland and Germany, these two countries
launched the initiative to donate food parcels. The people there have
always supported amaZOOnico and are aware of the fact that
amaZOOnico works hand in hand with the nearby Kichwa community
and that they are good neighbours.

We have been planning everything for
months and now finally, fortunately just in
time for Christmas, everything is ready.
We were welcomed with chicha (beer
from the South American Andes region)
and a lot of gratitude.
Many thanks to the people who donated
for these incredible people,

who have an ancient knowledge of the

jungle. Thanks to everyone who helped to

carry out, plan and promote the campaign.

And many thanks to the most important

people, the Kichwa community, who are

always here, even when the pandemic

They are not afraid to continue selling fruit to the amazZOOnico, the
most important source of food for our animals. Thank you for
everything you do, for continuing to come to work and support us.
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Merry Christmas to you all! Keep doing what
you are doing, stay strong in these times, we
are thinking of you good souls these days. To
the people working over the holidays, you are
not alone, the work at amaZOOnico never stops
either. We send you strength and energy and
we know that you are doing incredible and
important work.

English text: Blanka Mallow
25 December 2020

Photos: various photographers
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Bank detalils

Switzerland:

Postal cheque account Padrinos del amaZOOnico
8032 Zurich, account number: 85-671667-6
IBAN CH26 0900 0000 8567 1667 6

Bank account GSR Selva Viva
Account no. 108.123/00.06
SL Giurbetal, 3127
Muhleturnen BIC-/SWIFT-Code:
SLGUCH2M
IBAN CH73 0839 6016 3713 6641 0
Postal account of the bank: 30-38186-8

Postal cheque account Urwaldschule
3116 Kirchdorf, 30-213199-6
IBAN CH79 0900 0000 3021 3199 6

Germany:

Account Padrinos del amazZOOnico, Zurich
Sparkasse Hochrhein, Waldshut-Tiengen
BLZ 68452290; account number:
77052421 BIC-/SWIFT-Code:
SKHRDEG6W
IBAN DE16 6845 2290 0077 0524 21

With donations can a  payment purposein the message
field field (for example "Solidaridad").
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Imprint

Editorial team:

Proofreading:

Translations
(English & Spanish):

Padrinos del amaZOOnico
Jolanda Zutter
Hofackerstrasse 1

3645 Gwatt
joli.z@bluemail.ch

Martina Louw

Jolanda Zutter

The texts have been revised by the editors, in some cases adapted or
supplemented, but the content has not been changed.

Cover picture:
Cover page:

Address changes to:

See you next time!

Jolanda Zutter
Hauke Mallow

Martin Plnter (puenter@sunrise.ch)
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