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Foreword

In 2023, there is also a lot of nhews about the Selva Viva

projects on the Rio Arajuno. We have celebrated an
anniversary. The amaZOOnico and the GSR are already 30
years old. A lot has changed since then.

The anniversary of my time at amaZOOnico is also
approaching. At the beginning of 2024, 10 years will have
passed since | arrived at this wonderful place.
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Jungle School Sacha Yachana Wasi Christina

Founded and run by Christine von Steiger, the school
provides children and young people from the local
population with an optimal education. Since 2011, the
school has been subject to the Ecuadorian school system.
The donations are used to pay for additional Swiss
teachers, school materials, school uniforms, the school
canoe, excursions, school trips, country school weeks and
school furniture.

Llakta Kawsana Wasi

The student residence is located on the outskirts of the
provincial capital Tena. Young people who have completed
primary school in SYW and have completed the

visit the "Colegio”.

Runa Huasi ecotourism project

The small, simple lodge with three cottages is run jointly by
the local population and Selva Viva. It creates jobs for the
indigenous community.

Solidaridad
This small fund for emergencies of the local population is
financed by donations from Europe.



Photo: Jill Blum



Sachamanda sees itself as a link between the members of the
rainforest protection cooperative, the Padrinos del
amaZOOnico, the sponsors of the schoolchildren, the former
volunteers and interns and the project management in
Ahuano, Ecuador. It is intended as a forum for discussion and
to bridge the gap between those on the front line and those
who support us in Europe. We welcome letters to the editor
and comments on Sachamanda.

If you would like to receive the Sachamanda in digital form
only, please let Martin Punter know (puenter@sunrise.ch).
The same applies to any changes of address, which Martin
will also be happy to receive.

Would you also like to receive news from amaZOOnico
during the year? There is a monthly newsletter. If you are
interested, you can send an e-mail to
info@amazZOOnicorescue.org.

Photo: Emilie Tamo Kamguia
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amaZOOnico

News from the amaZOOnico

The amaZOOnico is an animal rescue centre in the
Ecuadorian part of the Amazon rainforest. Animals that are
victims of illegal trade are taken in there, released back into
the wild and cared for. All animals that arrive at amaZOOnico
are brought to us by the Ministry of the Environment. They were
confiscated from people who kept them illegally as pets or
wanted to sell them on the black market. Some animals
suffer from various physical and mental problems on arrival,
which makes it impossible for them to live freely in the forest.
These animals are given a spacious enclosure where they
can live in the most natural conditions possible. In other cases,
arriving animals are in a good physical and mental condition.
They are first quarantined, thoroughly examined and can be
released back into their natural environment after a rehabilitation
process.

amaZOOnico celebrates its 30th anniversary

Another special year in the history of amaZOOnico has
passed. And this year was a very special one, as the centre
celebrated its 30th anniversary! Thiswas celebrated in
March 2023 with special guided tours, lectures, sports
competitions, dances and chicha!



All in honour of the amazing staff, volunteers and donors who
have made it possible for amaZOOnico to care for more than
3000 victims of wildlife abuse over these three decades.
Congratulations and thank you to everyone who has made
this possible!

Photo: Alois Speck
Whilst the party was fun, amaZOOnico's commitment to wildlife

welfare never stopped. In the following sections you will find
the story of our past year. Read on to find out more about
the animals that have visited the centre, the expansion of
our research programme, our infrastructure projects and a
little about the people who make it all possible.

10



Animals

As always, the amaZOOnico welcomed many new arrivals last
year. Motelos (tortoises), possums, capuchin monkeys,
anacondas, agoutis, toucans, owls, parakeets, scorpion
tortoises, squirrel monkeys, porcupines, sloths, pygmy
marmosets, tamarins, parrots, charapa tortoises and boas make
up a total of fifty-three new arrivals.

OH-MY-GOD: Babies! Gima and Johan have had their second
baby, Libertad (freedom in Spanish). She was born in
November 2022 and is growing into a healthy cub who wiill
live up to her name by joining the Free Monkeys when she
is ready to separate from her mum in a few years. We
ar e pleased to announce
that Libertad is not
the only addition to the
spider monkeys. In  July
two more  two
more babies were born
among the free-living
spider monkeys  were
born! Thank you Johan!
They were named after
Avelino Canelos and
Jaime Tapuy in memory of
them.

Last year, Buffy and
Dracula had an affair

Libertad, daughter of Johan and Gima Pond, and therefore
Photo: Roxana Ballon
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there will soon be caiman babies. Buffy has been observed
heavily pregnant and has climbed out of her enclosure to
find the perfect nesting site.

Speaking of baby reptiles: a group of tiny motelos have arrived
at amaZOOnico after being rescued by the Ministry of the
Environment. They are so small that we often have to deploy
special search teams to find them in the enclosure. We are
looking forward to seeing them slowly grow up and hope for
their future as they will take part in our new and exciting
Motelo reintroduction project (more on this later).

Back to the wilderness! Since the last Sachamanda

21 animals released back into the wild. The species include:
Sloths, nightjars, an anaconda, motelos, caimans, porcupines
and agutis. (Our forest ranger Ruben wasn't thrilled about
releasing the anaconda so close to his house, but it
happened!)

A special thanks to our volunteers Vivian, Luzia, Alejandra,
Rebecca, Emi and Jonliet who started the "Free the Monkeys"
campaign. This special group produced videos and web
articles to highlight our efforts to free spider monkeys. In
total, they raised nearly $8000 which will go directly
towards our efforts to rehabilitate and release Kasha,
Corny and Watson. These three rambunctious cubs have spent
the past year acclimatising to Selva Viva while living in the
enclosure at Makisapa Allpa. We plan to open the door to
freedom for them in November.
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And they won't be the only monkeys to get more space to
stretch their legs (and tails). We are currently in the process of
restoring the monkey island. This primate paradise opposite
Liana Lodge has been abandoned for several years, but now
our group of four capuchin monkeys will soon call the
island home, where they can live in a natural environment.

And finally, a sad farewell to our beloved old lady Josefina.
She died of old age last February. Josefina came to the centre
in 2014 thanks to a tip-off from amazZOOnico volunteers who
saw her being abused as a tourist trap at Laguna Azul near
Tena. No one knows for sure how many avocados Josefina
ate during her stay at the centre, but she must hold the record
(thank goodness we don't have to pay European prices).
Goodbye Josefina.

Josefina (Photo: Laetitia Demarcy)
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Research for nature conservation
In 2023, the growing amaZOOnico research programme
continued under the leadership of Dr Scott Ford. This year,
Roxana Ballon (MSc, University of Amsterdam, The
Netherlands), Rozanda Jin (MSc, Wageningen University,
The Netherlands) and Frida Lamberth Wallensteen (BSc,
Stockholm University, Sweden) carried out their fieldwork in
and around the centre. Roxana continued our efforts to
better understand the behaviour of the free-living spider
monkey group. She followed the monkeys for hours every
day to

to find out how the

monkeys develop their

spatial memory for the

forest.

Speakin
g of
dangerous: Rozanda

set out to collect tapir
faeces. She wanted to
find out whether our
released tapirs (America,
Pumpkin and offspring)
poop out seeds of a
similar type and quantity
to the wild tapirs in Selva
Viva.

Rozanda, analysing tapir faeces
(Photo: Roxana Ballon)
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This will give us a good sense of whether our release
programme is restoring natural ecological functions such as
seed dispersal that are lost when tapirs are removed from
the forest. Finally, Frida (who kept her hands much cleaner)
set out to understand the ethical perception of nature
among our workers and in the local community. She spent
a lot of time learning about the Kichwa perspective and no
doubt drank a few bowls of chicha along the way. We are very
excited to see the results of the work of these three amazing
women!

"All turtles are free, as turtles and perhaps all other creatures
should be." This is the inspiring last line of Yertle the Turtle
by Dr Seuss and the embodiment of the amazZOOnico's next
research project. Did you know that the amaZOOnico is more
yellow-footed
turtles (or
motelos)
than any
other species.
In the last 30
years, almost
500 of
these
endangered
animals to the
centre
Baby Motelos (Photo: Scott Ford) have arrived.
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Our research efforts will now focus on releasing more of
these animals into the wild. Thanks to a generous grant from
Save the Rainforest, we will spend the next year measuring
the personalities and behavioural tendencies of motelos living in
semi-freedom around the centre. We will then release the
turtles with GPS trackers at Selva Viva to better understand
how individual personalities correlate with indicators of
successful release.

Building projects

Time and weather conditions take a special toll on the

infrastructure in the Amazon region, but fortunately we have a

special team that can do everything in
brings order. This
year, we have
invested resources
in the renovation of
the fruit bodega, the
quarantine building

Renovation of the bar (Photo: Jairo Canelos)
and the bar. New

Roofs, windows, a few splashes of
cement and a fresh coat of paint
make these buildings look smart again

and look new. Renovation of the
bodega (Photo:
Rony Jota)
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The renovated bodega is sure
to put you in a good mood,

while we
Oatmeal balls for
our feisty tapir lady called
America. You may remember
that America was released
into the wild in 2018. She gave
birth to three babies in the
wild,

Renovated bodega (Photo: Sandra Aimeyda)
but she was also a bit stubborn. Throughout the year

they plundered the
harvests in the community

SO we
made the difficult decision
to move them to an
enclosure. America's new
enclosure, which was
completed in August, is a
masterpiece of

masterpie
ce of engineering by Don
Remigio and Edison and
his team with

America’'s new enclosure (Photo: Sandra Almeyda)

beautiful watercourses and plenty of space to romp around.

Despite all this work, we still have two more projects
planned for the rest of the year. You probably know that
Edison is a very gentle person... but his tools are not.
That's why we're going to build a new carpentry building

17



that will be further away from the
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The new enclosure has been removed so that Edison and
his team have a little more space for their work and the
animals have a little more peace and quiet.

Our next planned project is a nursery that will help us
restore the degraded areas of Selva Viva. Also thanks to
the generous grant from "Save the Rainforest”, we will
begin to enrich two hectares of the forest with native fruit
trees that can feed our released spider monkeys and serve as
a seed source for the

The monkeys scatter seeds everywhere, which helps to
restore these tree species throughout Selva Viva.

amaZOOnico team

Since the last Sachamanda, we have not only welcomed over
100 new volunteers, but also increased our local staff. The
post-pandemic  tourism boom has been good for
amaZOOnico, and with our additional resources we were able
to welcome Guido Canelos, Rony Jota, Fredy Chimbo and
Jairo Canelos to help us with all the construction projects
mentioned above. And thanks to our "Free the Monkeys"
campaign, we were able to hire Felix Dahua and Anderson
Tapuy to take care of Kasha, Corny and Watson and monitor
them during their rehabilitation process in Makisapa Allpa.

Although it's great to have so many volunteers, they can
sometimes be a bit exhausting. But luckily we have Cecilia!
Cecilia Cecchelli is our new full-time volunteer.
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Portrait of an employee

Cecilia Cecchelli was born on a cold February day in 1983
in Florence, Italy. She was a 3-week premature baby: she
could hardly wait for her great adventure to begin! Since
then she has had a varied life, travelling all over the world,
having many unique experiences and learning a lot along
the way.

The only fixed points in her multi-faceted personality have
always been her passion for animal welfare and
environmental protection and the conscious decision to
devote her efforts and energy to projects that correspond to
her ethical ideas, even if this is at the expense of her
economic stability.

That was also what made her decide to volunteer at
amaZOOnico: the chance to do as much as she could to
make the world a little better in a project that was close to her
heart. Escaping the cold European winter was an added
bonus.

So it's fair to say that no one was surprised when Cecilia
immediately accepted the offer to join amaZOOnico... and
after 7 months of hard work, she continues to dedicate
herself enthusiastically to this wonderful project. Despite
the climatic adversities, diseases, insects, homesickness,
isolation and fatigue, Cecilia still feels that there is no other
place she would rather be right now.



And when you ask her where she gets this strength from,
she answers with a quote from one of her favourite
writers, Henry Miller:

"True strength lies in the submission that allows you to
dedicate your life to a cause that transcends you"

Text: Cecilia Checcelli
Photo: unknown
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Padrinos del amaZzOOnico

Padrinos General Assembly 2022

On 17 and 18 September 2022, the annual general assembly
of the Padrinos del amaZOOnico (aka ex-volo meeting) took
place in Baar (Zug, Switzerland). We were a total of 13
former amaZOOnico and Liana Lodge volunteers from
Switzerland and Germany. What at first sounds like a
boring and deadly serious event is actually a relaxed and
fun weekend of reunion and exchange about current events
and news around amaZOOnico. The programme began on
Saturday afternoon with a short hike to the Hollgrotten caves
in Baar and a visit to the extensive stalactite caves.

22



Afterwards, we went on to the
scout centre in Baar, where Lea
hosted the general meeting.
Among other things, we heard
about last year's financial
budget, confirmed the Board of
Directors, discussed
fundamental issues for the
coming year and got to know
Sandra and Scott, the current
(new and old) administrators of
amaZOOnico, via video chat and
heard news at first hand

to hear from them. In terms of financial planning, the big hole

that the aid for the loss of income due to the coronavirus

pandemic has torn in the Padrinos' financial reserves was

particularly noticeable. Other topics included help for those

close to amazOOnico through the "Solidaridad" fund, relations

with the GSR and the fluctuating amaZOOnico team. In short:

Lots of exciting

news that brought

us closer to a piece

of amazOOnico,

even from afar.
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In the evening, the entire team enthusiastically threw
themselves into the preparation of the mysterious

"Bibimbap", which turned
out to be a delicious
Korean rice dish with all
kinds of vegetables, some
meat and a fried egg and
filled us all up.

The evening is then filled
with  wine, beer and
games

The day ended early for some, later for others, but with lots
of fun for everyone. After a cosy night in the dormitory, we
met for a delicious breakfast, after which the only thing left
to do was to clean the scout hostel, say goodbye and travel
home. Next year's reunion will take place in Germany at the
end of October and we look forward to welcoming all
Padrinos and alumni who want to reminisce about their
Volo days and not lose touch with us.

and are interested in
the activities of the
association. Anyone
who wants to play an
active part in the
programme and
planning is welcome to
get involved. We

are looking forward to next year!

Text: Malena Trost
Photos: Jolanda Feller



Happy Birthday amaZOOnico

The amazZOOnico was founded exactly 30 years ago and since

then the world around us has changed. During this time,

many people and animals have come through our doors and

enriched our centre. But with all
the changes and
developments, some constants
have remained - Johann is one of
them, our loyal soul who has been
with us from the beginning and
embodies the essence of
amaZOOnico. In addition to
Johann, we also have chef
Veronika Tapuy and Edison
Canelos. Both have been with us
for a long time and are probably
known to many readers. Also the
management of the amazZOOnico

Johann (Photo: has inthecourse the years
Archive)

different people, Angelika Raimann and Remigio Canelos,
then Olivia Conrads and Dowe Bakker. They are now
dedicated to their own project in Peru (Esperanza Verde).
Right through to our current leaders, Sandra Almeyda and
Scott Ford. Each leader has made a valuable contribution and
made the centre what it is today.

This year, we celebrated our 30th anniversary with a two-
day programme. The first day began with a tour of the
amaZOOnico, where we reminisced about the beginnings and
looked at the impressive progress made. Representatives of the

25



communities were invited.

It
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This was followed by presentations that informed us about
current projects and future plans. The highlight of the day
was undoubtedly the buffet at the Liana Lodge, which
served above all to strengthen the connection between the
project and the inhabitants of the region. As Selva Viva
borders several communities, it is important to have a good
relationship with them so that we can all work together to
protect the reintroduced animals. In parallel with this programme,
the preliminary rounds of the football and volleyball
tournaments were held on the island, where the
teams fought with enthusiasm
and passion for a place in the
final. final the final. In
contrast to the previous
anniversary events we
ourselves  this
decided to organise
various exciting competitions
this time.
The second day was dedicated to the official festival, which
was characterised by a wonderful atmosphere of community and
joy. New for everyone was the Chasquizonico competition, an
adventurous relay race in which participants rowed in teams
of two from Barantilla to amaZOOnico, then across the Mirador
to
sprinted to Runa Huasi and
finally rowed to the fairground
on the island, where they had
to run through the finish line
(or rather the line in the sand)

27



to win.
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There was a "Palo encebado” for the
children and adults, in which they had
to climb a freshly peeled balsa tree,
which was also rubbed with oil, to
reach the coveted prizes.
In the afternoon, the audience was
treated to fascinating dances by the
talented artists of the Casa de la Cultura
from Tena, the women of Wankusika
Allyu Canelos ( former

Chocolate House) and the children of the Sacha Yachana Wasi

school.

The wonderful women

who deliver the fruit for

the animals at
amaZOOnico twice a
week cooked

for all 300 people. To do

this, they started at 5 a.m.

in the

Rain with the gutting of tilapias and cooked all day. The

evening ended with music from the band Hermanos

Shiguango. It was an evening full of joy, laughter
and unforgettable
moments. We also don't
want to forget Ramiro, the
talented chef at Liana
Lodge, who

who baked the

anniversary cakes.
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The winners of the competitions were duly honoured and it
was a heart-warming moment to see their joy and pride. All
these fantastic events were made possible by the hard work
and organisation of amaZOOnico and Liana Lodge. A huge
thank you goes to Sandra as well as Yessefia Canelos and
Abdon Shiguango who worked tirelessly to make everything
run smoothly so that Sandra could go on maternity leave. And
of course we would like to acknowledge the entire organising
team who worked hard throughout the day organising and
making sure our guests were comfortable.

In the run-up to the anniversary, there was also a design
competition on Instagram. We received a variety of creative
and impressive designs, but the beautiful design by
Michelle Liesch ultimately won our hearts and was chosen
as the official anniversary T-shirt.

All in all, our 30th anniversary was a time of heartfelt joy,
sincere gratitude and exuberant celebration. We look back
on our achievements with pride and cherish the valuable
relationships we have built over the years. It was gratifying to
see so many long-time friends of amaZOOnico attend this
special occasion. Among them was Olivia, the former director
of amazZOOnico, as well as her daughter Kayla, who, like
me, spent part of her childhood at amaZOOnico.



We would also like to emphasise Rene Hollenstein and his
wife Ursula, who have actively supported us for many
years in all accounting matters and beyond. We would also
like to express our appreciation for people like Liz Nufiez
and Alois Speck, who have known and loved the project
since its beginnings and continue to support us
passionately. Christine von Steiger, who unfortunately
could not be present due to health reasons, but who
accompanied us in her thoughts, should also not be
forgotten.

May amaZOOnico continue to be a place of unconditional love
and caring commitment to animals. We hope for many
more years of success and camaraderie. A big thank you to
everyone who helped make our anniversary a very special
event!

Text: Silvia Canelos
Photos: Alois
Speck

Letters to the editor on the 30th
anniversary

We were at amaZOOnico in 2001! We met Angelika and
Remigio with their small children. They both showed us a lot.
As there was an attack at the airport in Tena at the time,
we were unable to travel to Quito for our return flight to
Germany. Thank goodness Siegfried and Christine von
Steiger were also there at the time. The four of us rented a
boat and travelled to Coca. The military airport had a plane
to Quito. It was very adventurous. But my favourite experience
at the lodge was a runaway monkey - Lochalita - she came
over the balcony

21
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into our room. We still had a banana left over from lunch, she
enjoyed it and lay down on her back in the hammock.
Unfortunately, people from the rescue centre came and
explained that they had to take Lochalita back to the
reintroduction centre. | cried. Every day | went to the centre
and Lochalita immediately came to the fence to say hello.
The look in my eyes - unforgettable. Angelika later emailed
me to say that she was slowly getting used to being a
monkey. | later learnt from Simi Rutishauser about the tragic
accident in the Andes. The children were still so young! Since
then, my heart has been lovingly attached to the project.
Warmest regards to those who may still remember us.

Elisabeth & Konny Soérgel

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of amazZOOnico, |

would like to extend my warmest congratulations to the entire

team.
Congratulations. The staff
and founders of
amaZOOnico have inspired
me greatly, as they protect
the biodiversity of the
Amazon rainforest in a
holistic way. way.
Working in the rainforest,
caring for rescued wildlife,
sharing knowledge with
curious visitors and working
in the

Working in a team with so many dedicated and lovely people was

an incredibly rewarding experience. |



| am grateful to have been part of something special and to
have been involved in a cause that is so close to my heart.
Thank you for everything and | look forward to following your
successes in exploring and protecting the Amazon rainforest.
Becky (volunteer 2022)

The amazZOOnico is the most enriching experience | have
ever had, both in terms of knowledge and emotions. This
little place in the jungle is very special to me because it has
given me so much more than | could have imagined:
Friends, moments, learning and above all the feeling of
being there and helping the animals, doing our bit for our
planet, that is very satisfying. The amaZOOnico is a before
and after for most people who have been there.

Claudia Alvarado (ex-employee)

The amaZOOnico was the
best experience of our lives
- and not just on a
professional level. It taught
us to return to nature and
be a part of it,
to open our hearts to people and animals of all kinds and
to appreciate and love them with all their peculiarities. We
have learnt that, despite the hardship and heat, no one
deserves our commitment more than the animals and their
environment, for which every drop of sweat is worthwhile.
Sergio Montero & Alba Martinez
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Photo memories November 96 to February 97

Patricia Aleong (formerly Kehrli)
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| had a wonderful time at the 30th anniversary celebration
of amaZOOnico. It was so nice to be back "home" for this special
occasion and there were so many great people there that I
remember from before and who will always have a special
place in my heart. It was especially nice to see how committed
the whole team from amaZOOnico was and of course the team
from Liana Lodge and Selva Viva. | wish amazZOOnico all the
best and hope that it continues to grow and develop. A big
hug to everyone who is part of Selva Viva, amaZOOnico and
Liana Lodge. Best wishes.
Kayla (born & raised in amaZOOnico)

Translations (English & Spanish): Jolanda Feller

Photo: Victoria Viteri
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