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A year of changes

"Nothing is as constant as change" - this aphorism is said to go back
to Heraclitus of Ephesus and seems particularly true for 2015: There
have been major or minor changes in almost all sub-projects, which
will be reported on the following pages.

Changes also take place at the recipients of Sachamanda, for
example if they move house. Please do not forget to inform us of new
addresses or changed e-mail addresses. The latter is particularly
important as all sub-projects also communicate by electronic mail and
an up-to-date e-mail address often helps to determine the correct
residential address.

Thanks for sending the e-mail address and enjoy reading!
Martin Punter (puenter@sunrise.ch)



Overview

Selva Viva rainforest conservation project www.selvaviva.ec

Sachamanda, the post from the rainforest, is published once a year

and is the newsletter for all Selva Viva projects in Ecuador's rainforest.

Selva Viva consists of the following parts:

- Selva Viva rainforest conservation co-operative The
co-operative buys endangered rainforest and places it under
protection. The sustainable use of the rainforest, especially in
collaboration with the indigenous community of Ahuano, is one of
the aims of the cooperative.

* Animal rescue centre amaZOOnico
It offers wild animals that have been taken from the illegal animal
trade or have become obsolete as pets a new home at the centre
or in the forests of Selva Viva.

 Liana Lodge
The 36-bed hotel is located on the edge of the protected forest and
is intended to provide work and income for the indigenous
community, as well as a steady income for the Canelos family.

* Jungle school
Founded and managed by Christine von Steiger, it provides
children and young people with an optimal education.

* Runa Huasi ecotourism project
Managed by the indigenous community of Ahuano (partly
supported by us). It is a simple lodge that creates jobs for the
indigenous community.

 Solidaridad
A small fund for emergencies in the indigenous community,
financed by donations from Europe.
Sachamanda sees itself as a link between the members of the
rainforest protection co-operative, the Padrinos del amaZOOnico, the
sponsors of the school children, the former volunteers and interns and
the project management in Ahuano, Ecua- dor. It is intended as a
forum for discussion and to bridge the gap between those on the front
line and those who support us in Europe. We welcome letters to the
editor and comments on Sachamanda.


http://www.selvaviva.ec/

amaZOOnico 2015

67 new animals, around 30 births, 28 releases, two transfe- rated
animals, 13 deaths, 55 volunteers and an estimated 10,000 tourists
are just some of the figures for amaZOOQOnico in 2015.

Among the animals we received this year were spider monkeys,
snhakes, tortoises, tamarins, pygmy marmosets, sloths, woolly
monkeys, parakeets, macaws, coatis and capuchin monkeys.

Around twenty squirrel monkeys, four spider monkeys (three of them
free), a guangana, two pacas, a woolly monkey and an agouti were
born.

We have released nine boas, 15 tortoises, a sloth, a spider monkey,
two owls and a capuchin monkey. We also have a group of seven
pygmy marmosets that are in the process of rehabilitation and that we
plan to release into the wild next February. Two chickadee agoutis
have been transferred to the coast to an animal rescue centre in
Manabi. The centre has a good reputation and we know that the two
are enjoying good health and a good life there.

Among the animals we have lost this year is
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Team amaZOOnico 2015 (from left to right): Remigio Canelos, lvan
Aguinda, Ruben Shiguango, Kelly Estrada, Sarah Hayday, Jaime Tapuy,

Valerie Allendorf, Edison Canelos, in front: dog Milli
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Lobita, a loyal and noble dog who has accompanied amaZOOnico for
more than 15 years. Pablo, an ocelot that has lived at amaZOOnico for
13 years, was bitten by a lance viper. Margarita, a small coati, was the
victim of another viper. Two guatines, some tortoises, a small sloth that
had arrived in very poor condition, a woolly monkey that was attacked
by a spider monkey and some birds that became ill died.

Among the 55 volunteers who accompanied us was a group of ten
people who stayed for longer periods (between six months and a
year). It was a wonderful time in which we not only had work
colleagues, but also friends who gave everything they had to help the
project. They will be part of the amaZOOnico family now and forever.
In May, we inaugurated the tamarin enclosure. Now they live happily in
a large and comfortable environment that resembles their natural
habitat. They have acclimatised very well to the enclosure and they
look healthy and calm.



We also had a thank-you party in September for the women who have
been selling us fruit for the animals for twenty years. We played,
talked, ate, they told us about their worries, we made new
agreements, and basically we expressed our heartfelt thanks for their
cooperation over the years.
We have also installed photo traps at strategic points in the Selva Viva
conservation area, which enable us to keep a closer eye on the
animals we release and those that live there in general.
For 2016, we hope to make further progress with projects that will
bring a breath of fresh and rejuvenating air to amaZOOnico. In doing
so, we hope to continue the hard but fulfilling work of caring for and
saving so many wonderful creatures for many years to come.

Kelly Estrada (Translation Jan Canelos)

Rejuvenation programme for the amaZOOnico

This was a year full of before and afters. A large part of amaZOOnico
was built over several years, and some buildings have not been
touched since they were originally constructed. Twenty years have
passed and many buildings need a new breath of life, either
superficially or through complete renovation.
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Volunteer house (after), the cement substructure is painted reddish.

Mission number 1 was the volunteer house. The backbone of
amaZOO0Onico, without volunteers amaZOOnico would not be what it is
today. Although the treehouse feel of the old house certainly had its
charm, it was difficult to thank the volunteers properly when we
couldn't even offer them a place to sit. Or a shower at the end of the
day without having to queue for thirty minutes. So we gave ourselves a
whole new foundation, literally in the case of Ivan and Sixto, who were
digging the foundation pit for the extension... Cold, grey concrete
floors were replaced by warm, red tiles, dirty and chipped wall paint
was brought back to life in a warm, cosy yellow by volunteer Eva. The
inevitable waiting in the morning to brush your teeth is now a thing of
the past thanks to a second bathroom; and perhaps the best idea - a
place to hang out - has been realised in the living room and kitchen,
both of which can now comfortably accommodate an entire volunteer
household at the same time. What a luxury!

A renovation was also needed for our tapirs, at least for their pool.
Thanks to the new water pump, we can keep the tapir



pool whenever we want. Which is no small thing with two full-grown
tapirs! The bodega, the logistical centre at amaZOOnico, was also in
need of improvement: dark and gloomy on rainy days, but also dark
and gloomy on a sunny day. A new fibreglass roof was installed to let
the light in and warm up the boas' enclosures, so that the cooking
bananas could ripen faster and the volunteers could wake up in the
morning. A healthy coat of paint, new tiles for the work area, a
rubber-slider friendly refurbishment of the floor, along with a new
machete corner (to stop the mad races to the vet room with bloody
volunteer fingers) and a meat corner to keep the blood and fruit
separate.

S lights. And the change to the new

- =, age was accompanied by the
\ ' k| installation of a light bulb - no more
searching for monkeys at night with
a torch for us!

Modern technology has brought
some benefits - for the animals too:
now that the amaZO- onico is
officially on the government's
electricity supply plan, our volunteer
Moritz managed to raise funds (by
spending 4 days in the cage) to
finance an electric fridge, which is
intended exclusively for the animals'
fruit and vegetables. The plates of
papaya and bananas now also
contain celery and seeds, apples
and oranges, even the occasional
slice of watermelon, which makes
our birds, tapirs, pigs and monkeys a
happy bunch.
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Main building (after)

Even the main building has been given a long overdue makeover - a
good scrub and a coat of varnish has revealed a truly beautiful central
building of the amaZOOnico. The round river stones mixed with carved
wood now show their true colours again. We have breathed new life
into them, they breathe new life into us.

The inspiration continues - a number of projects are planned for 2016,
including an expansion of the education section for the visitor centre, a
refurbishment of the infirmary to make it an animal-baby-friendly zone
and a refurbishment of the front aviary for a group of blue-headed
parrots that would love to see the sky. We are deeply grateful to the
Padrinos del amaZOOnico for helping us to realise these projects.
From our furry family to yours, our thanks to you all!

Sarah Hayday (Translation Simi Rutishauser)



Trompi

This inspirational bird, which has
inspired social media profiles,
articles, videos and even tattoos,
arrived on

30 July 2002 in the amaZO-
Onico. He was already outgrown,
had clipped flight feathers, a poor
physical condition and in his
behaviour one could sense the
latent traces of having been a pet.
After his full physical recovery,
Trompi was released at
amaZQOOnico.

together with another trumpeter
bird. His behaviour was not at all
that of a wild animal, but he still
retained instincts that allowed him to live in freedom.

It seemed that Trompi had learnt many things during his time as a pet
that left us, shall we say, open-mouthed. Who is the first to appear to
welcome the tourists and organise a trumpet concert for them?
Trompi! Who is the first to run to knock over the beer bottle that a
volunteer has left somewhere to drink its contents later? Trompi! Who
is always ready to enter the houses when you open the door? Trompi!
Who's the first to jump into a fight with a lance viper? Trompi!

You often see him accompanying the volunteers on their tours with
large groups of tourists. It's a shame that he can't speak, he would be
the best guide in amaZOOnico.

One Friday last year there was a farewell party for the Swiss teachers
upstairs at the school, Trompi accompanied the invited guests the
whole day (what else!). When the party was over, Sandra, one of the
teachers, entered a classroom to take care of something. On entering,
she didn't realise that Trompi had entered the room with her (what
else!). The next day, we made a big deal about Trompi's presence.




We were looking for him. We asked the teachers if they had seen him,
looked in the houses, in the bar, by the river and there was no Trompi
anywhere. At lunchtime, the teacher returned to school to collect her
things and who did she find in the classroom? Trompi (who else!). He
spent the whole night in a classroom and left it, brushing his beautiful
plumage and, of course, playing his trumpet loudly as if nothing was
wrong, in his style: everything under control and coldly calculated.

Over the past few years, amaZOOnico has always had a few hens and
cockerels free in the garden. There was always one hen that was
Trompi's official mistress. If anyone dared to touch this particular hen,
it could end very badly. During my time, there was a beautiful white
rooster who dared to touch one of Trompi's hens. It was a Thursday
afternoon and we were all at work. Volunteers in the bodega, tourists
at the bar, Sarah in the office and me in the veterinary room. Suddenly
we heard terrible noises (as if someone was about to kill a chicken).
We all ran to see what was going on and what did we find? Trompi,
who was about to kill the rooster who dared to touch his hen (what
else!). The rooster was so badly injured that there was no other option
but to release him. And since that day, we no longer have any roosters
at amaZOOnico that could touch Trompi's hens.




Agenda of a Trompi day:

7:00 Eat the cat's food (carefully
selected: only the orange bits,
not the white ones).

7:30 Trying to scare the children
going to school.

8:00 Helping the volunteers in the
Bode- ga.

9:00 Take a dip in the stream near
the compost.

9:15 Drying his feathers in the sun
outside the office.

9:30 Welcome and guide the first
group of tourists.

11:00 Some social work: eating Mili's
(the dog) and Josie's (the cat)
lice.

12:00 Another group of tourists has
arrived!!!

14:00 Time to hunt lance adders, scorpions and other dangerous
animals.

15:00 Visit to any house (in order of preference: teacher's house, vet's
house, office balcony).

17:00 Chasing the dog until it runs away scared and hides.

18:00 Time to go to the tree in front of the office, together with the
macaws, and relax in anticipation of a new day of adventure,
Trompi style.

This bird, who had the opportunity to go into the forest and find a new

family of real trumpeter birds, has decided to stay and adopt humans

as his trumpeter birds without feathers. Thank you Trompi for your
twelve years of adventure and beauty at amaZOOnico, thank you for
filling our days with joy, little scares and surprises.

Kelly Estrada (Translation Jan Canelos)




Of macaws and people

| was lucky enough to spend a few days in one of Ecuador's last
paradises, Cuyabeno. On the very first day, | saw something that can't
really be put into words. We came across a group of woolly monkeys
and, as if that wasn't beautiful enough, a pair of yellow-breasted
macaws flew overhead. Even if it's hard to imagine for some, this
picture really exists. Unfortunately, we still lack the two main
ingredients in Selva Viva: the free woolly monkeys and the macaws.
But every single volunteer has the chance to bring this image to Selva
Viva. Sometimes, of course, this can be extremely frustrating. The
platanos down on the beach don't diminish, a few bags of cement
magically appear at the bottom of the volunteer house that have to be
carried upstairs and suddenly 45 French people spoil your lunch
break. The sacrifice we make is high, but the real victims sit in a cage
all day. We volunteers may spend a few weeks, a year or even longer
at ama- ZOOnico, but many animals will stay there for the rest of their
lives. Of course, we don't always realise this and it's easy to make a
comment about the monotonous food and the cold showers. But a
toucan will also wonder every day whether the whole world consists
only of papayas and oritos, and Johann looks longingly into the
distance and wonders why he is not allowed to run through the trees
with the others. We have to be very patient with our protégés. Even if
we stand in the bodega for half an hour, peel a papaya, carefully
remove all the seeds and cut it into nice strips so that the toucan can
eat it and throw the food platter on the floor at the end. We have
managed to do something, because in the end he will eat the papaya
from the ground.
It's not always easy in the amaZOOnico, but in the end, as in G. G.
Marquez's "Love in the Time of Cholera", we will be the last steamboat
in the destroyed rainforest. A jewel of harmony for the animals, the
forest and not forgetting ourselves.

Moritz Jochum



Plant portrait of the lemon ant tree (Duroia hirsuta)

On one of my first hikes through the rainforest, a local guide drew my
attention to a tree standing in the centre of a round, almost plant-free
area. It was inhabited by ants that tasted of lemon. Indeed, when the
forest guide carefully opened a gasket on a branch, it was teeming
with small ants. He immediately put some in his mouth to prove that
you can eat them. After a brief hesitation, | tried them too and they
tasted really good.

The lemon ant tree (Duroia hirsuta) belongs to the Rubiaceae family,
which belongs to the gentian family.

(Gentianales). It is found in
Central America, from Mexico
via the Amazon basin to the
Atlantic coast of Brazil. The
relatively low tree releases
substances via its roots that
have an inhibitory effect on
the growth of neighbouring
plants, known as allelopathy.
This process is supported in
Duroia hirsuta by a symbiosis
with a small reddish ant
species, the

Myrmelachista schumanni (in Spanish: hormiga limoén, lemon ant).

The approx. 2.5 mm long lemon ant nests in specially designed
cavities in Duroia stems. In order to strengthen their host plant, they
kill all other plants in the immediate vicinity. To do this, they bite small
holes, preferably in the young shoots of the unwanted plants, and
inject formic acid. These die within 24 hours. Even predators that feed
on the plants' foliage are quickly killed off. In the middle of one of the
most species-rich ecosystems in the world, naturally occurring
monocultures of the red-root plant can develop, also known as devil's
gardens.




called. Indigenous people in Peru believe that the affected areas are
inhabited by evil spirits (hence the name). If | remember correctly, my
Kichwa guide already knew in 2000 that the ants were partly
responsible for the fact that no other plants grew around the tree.
However, this was only scientifically proven in 2005 by a team of
biologists from Stanford University.
A devil's garden is home to a single, sometimes huge colony of ants,
which can consist of up to 3 million worker ants and around 15,000
queens. This symbiosis, in which the tree provides the ants with
burrows in return for protection from annoying competition, appears to
be very successful for both species: The largest devil's garden studied
could well have existed for 800 years - an incredible age in the
fast-moving rainforest.

Martina Louw-Prevost

A scientific view of reintroduction

Silvia Canelos, the daughter of Angelika and Remigio Canelos
Raimann, has been attending Immensee grammar school since
summer 2012. In her final year, she has to write a Matura dissertation,
like all high school graduates in Switzerland. She has scrutinised an
aspect of amaZOOnico for which there is usually too little time in
everyday life in the rainforest. Sachamanda conducted an interview
with Silvia:

Sachamanda (SM): Dear Silvia, can you briefly explain what maths
work means at your school?

Silvia: The Matura paper is a piece of work that you have to write
yourself over the course of six months. It then counts as one subject
on your Matura certificate. You can choose the topic yourself.

SM: What is the core question of your Matura thesis?

Silvia: My key question was "What happens to wild animals that come
to an animal rescue centre?" | then divided the origins of the animals
into four groups, then explained their quarantine stay and then divided
the routes they go through afterwards into five, and these then had
another division:



Photo: Wolfgang Hartmann

There is reintroduction, gentle reintroduction or semi-freedom and
caging, as well as other and dead animals. | have studied capuchin
monkeys (Cebus sp.), the ocelot (Leopardus pardalis), the boa
constrictor and the Venezuelan amazon (Amazona amazonica).

SM: For those who know you, your research area seems obvious.
How did you come up with the question? Silvia: | was sure from the
start that | wanted to do something with animals. And as | already
knew a lot about the subject, | thought it would be easier than taking
on a new topic. As a child, | always wondered what the process was
like from the point where the animals arrive to the point where they
stay permanently. At first | had a different question that would have
interested me more, but then | had to change it because the scope
would have been too big.

SM: How would you describe your investigation?

Silvia: | got most of the data from interviews with people from
amaZOO0Onico, i.e. Sarah and Kelly, and people from the Ministry of the
Environment in Ecuador. | also worked with the data from the
amaZOOnico database and with data that | received from the Ministry
of the Environment. In addition




| was at amaZOOnico in the summer and observed what was
happening there.

SM: What were the results? Have your expectations been confirmed?
Silvia: The results were different for each species. | would like to
illustrate this with the capuchin monkeys: According to the data, of the
162 specimens that the amaZOOnico had received in recent years, 92
were released into the wild - | had expected most of them to be
released. What surprised me was that there was only a very small
proportion that remained permanently in cages. | also looked into the
conditions that determine why the animal goes which way and the
legal basis, which is quite complex when it comes to releasing animals
into the wild.

SM: The work has already been handed in - have you received any
feedback from the supervising teacher?
Silvia: Yes, I've already got my grade, a 5 (for readers who are not
familiar with the Swiss grading system: This corresponds to a 2 in the
German system). My supervisor actually liked the topic. | was
penalised for layout and spelling, and once again the red thread was
not visible.
SM: Are there any other things that need to be done for the Matura
thesis?
Silvia: There is a presentation for the Matura paper, which is open to
the public. The supervisor and an observer as well as some students
from the lower class are required to attend. | had my presentation a
fortnight ago and it is also part of the overall grade. The presentation
went well as | got a 5.8.
SM: Congratulations on successfully completing your Matura thesis,
thank you very much for the interview and | wish you every success in
your final year at Immensee.

Martin PUnter



Review of the anniversary weekend

Loaded with bag and baggage, some by postbus and some by bike,
the Madrinas and Padrinos slowly arrived at Fallanden Youth Hostel
on Lake Greifensee. We were an impressive group, ranging from pram
rompers to young-at-heart old Padrinos. We were even able to
welcome two volunteers from southern Germany who had made the
journey to Switzerland.

Shortly after the dormitories were divided up, the kitchen potential was
tested. Soon it smelled of arroz chaufa and patacones, while the
children turned the stairwell into a giant slide. Outside, a few rays of
sunshine fought their way through the rather dull, grey sky.

After a warming coffee, we took the badminton, rackets and table
tennis equipment outside and enjoyed the late summer afternoon.
Soap bubbles danced through the air, T-shirts and other items of
clothing were printed with the Padrinos logo or rainforest animals and
soon the little boat was spotted on the jetty. As we all had the
amaZOOnico in our minds, it wasn't long before we were rowing out
onto the lake in the small dugout canoes. From a distance, the Jugi
house surrounded by trees looked like a
a bit like the amaZOOnico. Under
the cloudy sky, | tried my rowing
skills somewhat sentimentally to get
back to the shore. I'd already done
my best on the Rio Arajuno.




Difficulties. Too few practice opportunities for dugout canoes in
Switzerland don't exactly counteract this. It will probably be time for a
trip to the real jungle again in the long term.

The fun and games were interrupted by the General Meeting, which
was kept nice and short. In addition to the usual items on the agenda,
those present were pleased with the good financial situation of the
association and were therefore able to approve generous expenditure
for the many upcoming renovations described in this issue of
Sachamanda - a kind of anniversary present! Finally, the President
thanked the Board for their work, in particular Simi Rutishauser for her
many years of volunteer placement, Martina Louw for her meticulous
treasury management and Lea Schlunegger for the new impetus in the
area of fundraising.

Towards the evening, as our stomachs slowly began to growl,
Ecuadorian feast dishes gradually filled the sumptuous buffet and the
last notes of the children's opening piano concerto, which included at
least five voices, fluttered through the room, our mouths were
watering. Together we enjoyed being together and sharing the many
memories of our time at amaZOOnico. As befits a party on the island,
we also had a pilsner or two and there was no shortage of refreshing
mojitos. Cumbia and reggaeton played from the loudspeakers in the
background. It was a lovely evening.

The youngest generation of Madrinas and Padrinos at the dessert buffet.
Photo: Martin Punter



On Sunday morning, after a cooling dip in Lake Greifensee, hot coffee
awaited us in the kitchen. After a cosy breakfast, which lasted until
midday, we set about cleaning and tidying up. Everyone lent a hand
somewhere and we finished quickly. A little tired but satisfied,
everyone slowly made their way home. With enthusiasm for the project
and new ideas in mind, we will now start the next year.

Lea Schlunegger

It is not the Rio Arajuno, but only the Greifensee... Image source:
www.youthhostels.ch

Amigos del amaZOOnico (France)

My first visit to amaZOOnico would change something in me. An
extraordinary experience awaited me. When | got out of the canoe, |
immediately felt at home. The daily hard work was not difficult because
we worked as a team and were united. We found the energy to work in
each of us (I mean in the group) and in the love that governs the
amaZOOnico.


http://www.youthhostels.ch/

After a few weeks | was sent to the woollen monkey rehabilitation
project in the heart of the forest. | was supposed to be there for three
weeks, | stayed for three months...and | wanted to stay my whole life!

| fell in love with this project and when | left, it was very hard to say
goodbye. Since then, I've never stopped thinking about amaZOOnico.
Two years later, | returned to amaZOOnico. | felt the same, only much
stronger. At that point, | had the confirmation that this project was a

part of me.

When | returned to France, |
was very committed and
spontaneously looked for
partners, fundraising and help
for future volunteers - anything
that could help the project in any
way.

| found Aves France, an
organisation for the protection of
wild animals. They were very
interested in our work and soon
became a trusted friend and
partner.  Together we work
the whole year to find
donors to find donors. A
few companies such as
LUSH (handmade cosmetics)
and Les Jardins de Gaia
(organic tea) helped us.

helped us . | made
soft toys and key rings  key
rings, organised Christmas
markets and organised
Christmas markets and
communicated online through
social networks and the French
blog:
http://amazoonico.tumblr.com.
It's a lot of work, but we're
passionate about it and we've
raised enough money.


http://amazoonico.tumblr.com/

Photo: Wolfgang Hartmann to prioritise projects that



like the Tamarin hut; and now we are happy to see the monkeys
enjoying it!
This year, for the coming Christmas, we have launched an ambitious,
fantastic international project: Bearz for Amazoonico. The
"Bearz" is an environmentally friendly bracelet that we have created. It
costs €10, of which €5 goes to animal projects. For more information
see also http://www.bearz.org/en/, don't hesitate to check out the
website and share it if you like it.
| invite all ex-volunteers to support the amaZOOnico as much as they
can. It's easier now, there are the Padrinos del ama- ZOOnico in
Switzerland, Germany (via Switzerland) and now I'm the one in France
and you can contact me: amigosdelamazoonico@gmail.com.
Morgane Durand Tondato
(Translation Simi Rutishauser)

Selvaviva

Co-operative for the protection of the rainforest

The most important news from the 20th Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting was held in Berne. Eleven members
were present. The annual accounts were approved. In the current
year, CHF 14,000 more will be spent than budgeted, as we have to
buy the mining rights in the entire Selva Viva area for the next ten
years so that no external gold prospectors can obtain a licence for it.

The longest-discussed item on the agenda related to the
establishment of a foundation in Ecuador. According to the latest laws,
a foreign co-operative is no longer allowed to acquire land in Ecuador
unless it registers in Ecuador, which is a very complicated matter and
causes a lot of paperwork and costs every year. The meeting therefore
decided to set up an Ecuadorian foundation, Selva Viva. As we fulfil
the legal requirements (non-profit organisation, not


http://www.bearz.org/en/
mailto:amigosdelamazoonico@gmail.com

political or religious orientation), this is the simplest option. Al
members automatically become members of the foundation, unless
they expressly do not wish to do so. Ten of the members present
founded the foundation together. A provisional board was then elected:
Christine von Steiger (President), Martin Punter (Secretary), Siegfried
An- dermatt (Treasurer), Adrian Surbeck (Assessor), Joelle Kappeler
(Assessor) The foundation statutes were then discussed and
approved. The provisional Board of Directors was elected as the
definitive Board of Directors. Remigio Canelos was also elected as
director eje- cutivo, i.e. managing director of the foundation in
Ecuador.

The papers must now be notarised and sent to Ecuador with apostilles
and submitted to the Ministry of the Environment. We hope that the
foundation will be legalised by the end of the year.

One new project is Finca Liza. Siegfried Andermatt has developed a
project for this in terms of forest reforestation and conservation,
development of sustainable rainforest utilisation, further education and
tourism. This project requires start-up funding of around CHF 20,000
and should then be able to continue on a self-supporting basis (with
volunteers and visitor admissions, comparable to amaZOOnico). This
money will be made available as soon as a concrete implementation
plan with a budget is available.

Christine von Steiger

Visit to the Marie-Curie-Gymnasium in Dresden

The 12 UNESCO project schools in Saxony meet once a year as part
of a regional conference. The main aim is to strengthen the network
concept by exchanging and reflecting on project experiences, drafting
and agreeing on common goals and providing further training on
specific UNESCO-relevant content. From 6 October 2015 to 9 October
2015, the Marie-Curie-Gymnasium Dresden (MCD) hosted the
regional conference of the Saxon UNE-SCO project schools entitled
"Light on for responsibility!".

One highlight was the evening organised by pupils on the Selva Viva
rainforest project. Under the title /It must not be LIGHT



An information evening about the MCG's rainforest project, the use of
donations and the development of the rainforest conservation area in
Ecuador took place on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of Selva
Viva - the living jungle. The president and co-founder of GSR Selva
Viva, Mrs Christine von Steiger, provided first-hand information about
the project and the latest developments in the Ecuadorian rainforest.

At this event, student artwork was auctioned off for a total of €259.50
and also sold afterwards. This sum will of course be used for the work
of Selva Viva. Many thanks to the pupils who donated their works and
to the bidders at the auction!

And a special thank you to Grit and Ingo Ulbricht, Silke Bellmann and
Annette Hahner for the invitation, the thoughtful organisation of the
event, the warm hospitality and of course for the great support they
have given our project for years!

Christine von Steiger
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- We have lost paradise ...
...but we want to win the future!

Based on this motto, we started the SYW school project 14 years ago.
Thanks to the generous help of many donors and sponsors, we were
able to realise our ideas. Today, the children at our school have
significantly better prospects for the future than many others in the
region. They can move in two worlds: in the traditional Kichwa world,
but also in the unspoilt, modern one.
Three young people have already passed their A-levels. Two are
studying at university and one has a good job at a hotel reception. The
other school leavers are also sought-after guides or service staff in the
neighbouring hotels thanks to their language skills. But time does not
stand still. What used to be right is now outdated. This is why very
significant changes were made in the 2015/16 school year:
* The two sub-projects SYW and LKW (student accommodation) will
no longer be run separately, but together.
* German lessons in SYW are voluntary for the pupils.

» The aim of the German lessons is to acquire the German language
diploma A1-B2.

« We are phasing out the personal sponsorships. There are now only
sponsors for the entire school project.

*  We are founding a donation association SYW/ LKW, which will be
tax-exempt.

« The patrons receive a report on the projects twice a year and are
given access to the new budget and accounts at the end of the
school year.

Nothing will change for interested children and families. Swiss

teachers will continue to teach German and also support the children

in other subjects.

The project becomes more transparent for the patrons, the obligations

are smaller and the donations are tax-deductible.




With this in mind, | continue to hope for your generous support so that
the next generation of Kichwas can live in, with and for the rainforest.

New SYW and lorry concept 2015

1. Ecuadorian teachers

Current status: 2 contratados for almost  New: Recruitment of
50 children

An Ecuadorian teacher has been the
director of the school since 2011.
They bear full responsibility for the
children's teaching and learning.

He is the link to the education Cont- ratado
department and must take care of all
formalities.

know and execute.

1 Licensiado

2 Contratados or

2 Licensiados and 1

Reason: fifty children in nine year groups (3 - 12 year olds) are too many
for two teachers, the pupils cannot be sufficiently supported in such large
classes.

The contratados are too poorly trained. The%/ are unable to provide
our students with the knowledge they need to work in the Colegio

to keep up. Over the past two years, the pupils in Tena have had to
do a huge amount of homework in addition to their normal homework,
which should have been available. This is a huge burden for the
children.

The Contratados are not able to make an adequate timetable for the
multi-age classes. The pupils are not

taught in a balanced way.

The contratados do not have the knowledge of the formalities. Time
and again, papers are not submitted on time or are missing
(Certificates!).

2. Swiss teachers

Current situation: Two to four Swiss | New: One Swiss teacher two

teachers on site days a week
* Swiss teachers work as volunteers ¢ CH-LP only teaches
and do not receive a salary German

* Swiss teachers teach all subjects
except Spanish and

Kichwa




Reason: Most parents no longer support the work of Swiss teachers
(modern methodology, German lessons)

* Due to a lack of support at home, many children are no longer
interested in foreign language lessons.

» The Ecuadorian teachers appreciate the cooperation because they
are relieved of work for which they are actually responsible.

would be. They do not support the basic ideas of our school.

*  Our support should only go to those children who are interested
and want to work for it. Those who do not
If someone sees sense in our work, they should not be forced to
co-operate.

3. Foreign language concept of the school
» Official recognition of German as a foreign language

« A Swiss teacher teaches the children from fourth to seventh grade
two days a week (Thurs/Fri).

« Subjects: German, music, sport, design, possibly science subjects
- all'in German

* The goal is the German Language Diploma A1/A2

» Interested parents register their children for this programme.

* In the event of unsatisfactory performance, disruptive behaviour or
disinterest on the part of the child, the child may be excluded from
the programme

and only attends lessons with Ecuadorian teachers.

» At the end of the 7th school éear, the pupils é:SuS) take the
examination at the German School in Quito CAQ

(A1/A2).

4. Secondary schools
Colegio in Ahuano, Kanambu, oa.

» Pupils in external colegios may continue to attend a German course
on Saturday mornings.

« Atthe end of the 10th school year, they take another exam at the
German school in Quito (B1/B2).

» After compulsory schooling, these pupils can transfer to a colegio in
Tena and live in the Llakta Kawsana Wasi.

Colegio in Tena

+ Pupils who have attended German lessons in SYW are allowed to
live in the lorry and attend a colegio in Tena.



« The sponsors only cover the costs of board, lodging and supervision.
The costs for transport and school fees (uniform, mat-

rial, excursions, ...) must be borne by the parents.

* Young people who do not adhere to the house rules may ﬁafter
consultation with their parents) lose the right to live in the lorry.

may.

5. Financing
State cost sharing

« The SYW school is public. The costs for the Ecuadorian teachers
and school materials are borne by the state.

Cost sharing for parents:

* The parents have totpay for the upkeep of the school building and
the teachers' house for the Ecuadorian teachers.

« Parents have to pay for some of the teaching materials (similar to
public schools).

Donor cost sharing

* There are no costs to the state or parents for the deployment of
Swiss teachers.

» Board and lodging for the Swiss teachers is paid for from donations.

« The school materials for the German lessons are paid for from
donations.

» All school T-shirts are paid for from donations.

» The canoe fare is paid from donations.

» The costs of the German exams are paid from donations.

The new website www.urwaldschule.ch was created in collaboration
with the advertising agency Garbini und Biedermann AG
(www.garbinibiedermann.ch) Webagentur Bernardini und Schnyder
GmbH (www.bspublic.ch) in the form of a donation

THANK YOU VERY MUCH Christine von Steiger


http://www.urwaldschule.ch/
http://www.garbinibiedermann.ch/
http://www.bspublic.ch/
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From the Liana Lodge

Olga Cerda left Liana Lodge in August 2014 after eight years working
on the Selva Viva project. In the first few years, from 2006 to 2009,
she was employed in the office at amaZOOnico. After completing her
training as a secretary in 2009, she began working at the reception
desk of Liana Lodge and finally took over the administrative
management and supervision of the volunteers in 2011. Due to the
family situation and the long journey to work, Olga finally left the lodge
with a heavy heart as she found a job closer to home. Fortunately,
Sindji, who has also been working at Liana Lodge for five years, was
able to take over a large part of the administrative work and Olga is
still on hand to advise and support her with any questions. Many
thanks to Olga for her many years of work on the project!

New addition

For the first time this year, a former pupil from Sacha Yachana Wasi is
working with us at Liana Lodge. She is Yessefia Canelos, who many
of you may remember, the daughter of Victor and Maritza, the family
from Puerto Barantilla. This is a success in that she can now
demonstrate how well her German has progressed at the Sacha
Yachana Wasi. She has come a long way to get to this point. A little
over ten years ago, she joined the newly founded Sacha Yachana
Wasi. To be precise, she was one of the first at the school, as was |,
among others. Looking back, it was an exciting time at the school in
the middle of the rainforest. After finishing primary school at Sacha
Yachana Wasi, she moved to the Llakta Kawsana Wasi dormitory,
which, with its favourable location in Tena, enabled her to attend
secondary school in Tena. Last year, she was the second student from
the Sacha Yachana Wasi to pass her A-levels. In the meantime, she
had also met her future husband.



Soon there were three of them and their son was born. Initially, they
lived together in Tena with her husband's family.

It was during this time that Silvia was in Ecuador for the Christmas
holidays and met Yessena. So it was that last Christmas Silvia
suggested to René that Yessefia should work at reception in the hotel.
We just had a vacancy in that area. Given her language skills, nothing
stood in the way and she was hired. That was at the beginning of
February this year. She was quickly trained by René in all the
important things at reception and soon familiarised herself with the
business thanks to René's help. She now works from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
during the week, commuting every day from Puerto Barantilla, where
her husband looks after her child, to Liana Lodge and back. In the
meantime, she is mainly responsible for liaising with the travel
agencies and takes care of other administrative matters in the office,
such as drawing up the daily schedule. As a member of the team, she
also facilitates the day-to-day work between the local permanent
employees and the mostly German-speaking interns. To this day, we
are completely satisfied with her performance and have not regretted
taking this step. She herself really likes it, as her journey to work is
relatively short. She is also in good hands with all the other uncles and
cousins in the company.

On to our new animal addition, we now have a dog in the hotel again.
He is no comparison to the deceased Alukus, but he is a worthy
successor. Some people call him Tiger because of his coat colour, but
his real name is Sam.

There have also been some changes to the construction and
infrastructure of the cabafas. Various gas instantaneous water heaters
were installed and our carpenter Noteno spent several months working
on new beds in the cabanas. Now all double cabanas are equipped
with a double bed and a single bed. This makes it even easier for
couples to use the cabanas.

Rachel Mégroz and Jan Canelos



Thank you - Merci - Gracias - Thank you - Pagarachu

Donors amaZQOOnico

Eliane Amstad, Mirjam Bar, Barbara Bircher, Reiner Bodmer, J. & M.
Ehrlich, Hans Rudolf Furler-Handschin, Nicole Giger, Elsbeth Grlebler,
Steffen Grundmann, Karin Hauser, Karin Hedinger, Karl & Hedy Hofstet-
ter, Philipp & Bettina Hunziker, Willy & Anita Jaus, Lisa Joly, Gabriela
Kampf, Erika Kling, Thomas Meier, Meinherz family, Franz Xaver Men-
hofer, Ralf Metzner, Sonja Muhlemann, Christa Nachtmann, Astrid Ober-
son, Simone Oppenheim, Markus & Daniela Petzold & Nowitzki, Martin
Punter, Ursina Punter, Alfons Raimann, Stefan Rickenmann, Andreas
Roth (Kies AG Aaretal, KAGA), Jacqueline Rutishauser, Simi Rutishau-
ser, Mojmir & Anna Ruzek-Hanzi, Adolf Schlunegger, Lea Schlunegger,
Annette Schwannecke, Schwartpaul family, Sommer Fernreisen GmbH,
Marlise (& Alfred) Sommer, Thomas Spitaler, Barbara Stadlinger, Marle-
ne Uster, Josef Vicini, Werner & Helga Wendt, Thomas Wust, Leonora
Zweiacker

Solidaridad
Regina Bretz, Rosmarie Spescha-Jenzer

Donors Selva Viva/GSR

Kies AG Aaretal (Kaga), Bernadette Probst Natzi, Simone Schawalder,
Markaya de Suiza, Greenpeace forest group Freiburg i.Br., Evelyn Moller
& Rolf Blecken, Erika Schonherr, Ernst Reinhardt, Joel Petzold, Jean-
Pierre Falter, Bruno Keimer, Heidi Di Rocco, Dr Walburga. Lutz, Heinz
Stefan, Paul Humer, Laura Martinoli (student concert)

have acquired new share certificates:

Lutz & Gabriele Bankow, specialised secondary school for social
services Meran, Marie- Curie-Gymnasium Dresden, Gotterwolle

Donors to the jungle school

Deputy Allenwinden, Oliver Beck, Ernst Bernhard, Rosa Bigliotti, Tanja
Bi- schofberger, Janine . Laura Dasen, Kathi Durand, Dori Fischer,
Beatrice Friedli-Marki, Marcel Fuchs, R. & G. Haag-Herrli, Wolfgang
Hartmann, A. & Ch. Heiniger, Daniel Helfenstein, S. & Ch. Heusser, Hedy
& Karl Hofstetter, Simone Hofstetter, Peter Jost, Elisabeth Kastli, Elsa
Lazecki, Kathy Lutzelschwab, Markaya de Suiza, Jenny Meystre, Ruth
Moll, Susanna Morf, Heidi Muller, Nicole Muller, the Muller family, Mietek
Przewrocki, A. & G. Rieckmann, Kim Rohrbach, Marlene Scherschlicht,
Maria Schwendimann, Ursula Segginger, Reto Speerli, the Staub family,



Siegfried von Steiger, Voluntaris (Ines Refener), Sabrina Waspi, M. & M.
Weishaupt, Hildegard Weisskopf, S. & M. Winkler, Claudia Bebi

Volunteers amaZOQOnico

Wiebke Adams, Juan Gabriel Shiguango, Leonie Baumeister, Maria Bi-
schoff, Zaret Bolivar Montana, Louisa Buhler, Daniel Correa Jaramillo,
Maite Mirentxu Diaz Arteta, Nikolai Franke, Michael Goetz, Marie Hal-
leur, Anna Hecker, Rahel Hertelendy, Svenja Hesse, Katharina Hettler,
Lea Heyse, Lisa HOntzsch, Johanna Jahnen, Anna Jenny, Moritz Jo-
chum, Larissa Jolitz, Julia Katzenberger, Jana Kussman, Debora Lambe-
let, Sandra Lenhart, Melissa Luna, llaria Mangia, Daniela Monsalvo,
Jasmine Oberhansli, Jonatan Orsdahl, Rayne Peerenboom, Natalia
Pereira, Maria Guadalupe Pérez Grovas Cervantes, Valentina Pinilla Ja-
ra, Eva Plath, Camila Ponton, Clara Qweitzsch, Karen Lizbeth Rehbein
Quiroz, Janeth Renteria, Zoe Reynolds, Juliana Rossi de Camargo, An-
na Rundholz, Sophie Schmidt, Diana Schnell, Jan Schulze, Hannah
Schwartpaul, Nora Rebecca Schwingen, Martine Smit, Hanna Steigleder,
Crystal Steinmduller, Gabriela Strahl, Mike Taylor, Muriel Tournaire, Lena
Winter

Volunteers Liana Lodge

Janek Brunner, Katja Frei, Lorea Urquiaga, Laura Mosquera, Hannah
Lessig, Clara Scheibe and whenever there was a need: Sigi Andermatt




AND...
... Thank you to all the permanent employees of all projects, especially
Sarah Hayday and Kelly Estrada.

René Hollenstein has been supporting the Liana Lodge and
amaZOOnico for years, especially with the bookkeeping on site.
Many thanks for this!

... Thanks to our friends Paula & Alois Speck-Schmid, Ellen van Nierop in
Quito, Frangois Parvex, Silvia & Kurt Morgan.

Imprint
Editorial: Padrinos del amaZOOnico
Martin Punter
Lunastrasse 4
8032 Zurich
puenter@sunrise.ch
Photos: The photos are from the amaZOOnico archive - other
sources are indicated.
Bank details

Switzerland:  Postal cheque account Padrinos del
amaZ0OO0nico 8032 Zurich, account
number: 85-671667-6
IBAN CH26 0900 0000 8567 1667 6
Bank account GSR Selva Viva
Account no. 108.123/00.06
SL Gurbetal, 3127 Muhleturnen
BIC-/SWIFT-Code:
SLGUCH2M
IBAN CH73 0839 6016 3713 6641 0
Postal account of the bank: 30-38186-8
Postal cheque account Urwaldschule
3116 Kirchdorf, 30-213199-6
IBAN CH79 0900 0000 3021 3199 6
Germany: Account Padrinos del amaZOOnico, Zurich
Sparkasse Hochrhein, Waldshut-Tiengen
BLZ 68452290; Account number:
77052421 BIC-/SWIFT-Code:
SKHRDEGB6W
IBAN DE16 6845 2290 0077 0524 21

For donations, a payment purpose can be specified in the message field.
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Sankey diagram for the reintroduction of capuchin monkeys at amaZO0Onico,

from Silvia Canelos: What happens to animals that come to an animal rescue centre using the example of
4 animal species. (Matura thesis at Immensee grammar school)






