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Foreword

This year's foreword will have to be very short - otherwise
Sachamanda will be even longer, and by words that are less exciting
than the following articles, which are more varied than ever in terms of
their authors and content. | would like to thank everyone who has
contributed for their contributions!

Dear recipients of the Sachamanda, please do not forget to send any
changes of addressto me by e-mail.

| hope you enjoy reading it!
Martin Plnter (puenter@sunrise.ch)
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Blue-headed parrots, 1 caiman, 2 parakeets, 1 azulejo bird, 1
armadillo and 1 night monkey.

Released in Selva Viva: 1 ocelot, 1 sloth, 1 golden-fronted monkey
(male), 9 tortoises, 1 toucan, 1 owl, 1 boa, 5

Aquatic turtles, 1 caiman, 1 pygmy marmoset, 11 marmosets
monkeys, 1 capuchin monkey, 1 armadillo and 4 umbilical pigs.
Newborn animals: This year we have registered the birth of around 20
squirrel monkeys, 1 golden-fronted spider monkey, 1 woolly monkey, 2
umbilical monkeys and 1 tapir (child of Navi and Carnaval).

Sat nav with Bebe

Dead animals: 1 trumpeter bird (Trompi), 1 coati, 1 Sit-

tich, 3 macaws, 1 swamp jumping monkey, 2 squirrel monkeys.

Trompi was a female. Every week we remember our beloved
neighbour. This bird, who had accompanied amaZOOnico for almost
14 years, died on 2 April last year as a result of an attack by a puppy.
The puppy came to the amaZOOnico in December 2015 and since
then the harsh games between the two began. During our holidays,
we received a call that the puppy had killed Trompi in the early hours
of the morning. The worst holidays of our lives. People still come and
ask about Trompi and each time our hearts clench a little at the
memory of our beloved friend who left a big hole in our community.















Rio Napo tamarin (Saguinus nigricollis graelisi)

There are animals in
the world that you
assume you will never
see in your life. Even if
you have a lot to do
with animals in your
job, you are
unfortunately  denied
many an encounter.
This makes it all the
more unforgettable
when you do come across such an animal. Especially when you hear
or read about this animal for the first time when identifying it. At least
that's how | felt a few days after we acquired a black-backed tamarin
from the "Ministerio del Ambiente" in 2012. The somewhat unusual
colouring on its back made me suspicious and after a bit of literature
and internet research, | knew why. Our new protégé was a specimen
of the rare subspecies of the Rio Napo tamarin. In contrast to the
"common" black-backed tamarin, which (confusingly) has a reddish
dorsal colouration, the Rio Napo tamarin is grey-green to olive-green
on the back. Otherwise, both have predominantly black fur, except for
the white snout. With a body length of up to 23 centimetres and a
maximum tail length of 36 centimetres, they are among the smaller
members of the tamarin family. Accordingly, their body weight is only
just under 500 grams, whereby the males can be a little heavier than
their female (sub)conspecifics. The Rio Napo tamarin lives in family
groups of up to 12 members in the primary and secondary rainforest.
However, it also happens that foreign animals join the group. The
community can then have up to 40 individuals at times. A family group
occupies a territory of 30 to 50 hectares in size. In this territory, the
diurnal animals cover a distance of up to one kilometre every day in
search of food. Tamarins are omnivores. Two thirds of the food they
eat is plant-based, mainly flowers, fruit, berries and nuts
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and seeds. Tree sap is only of minor importance. The animal
component of the diet consists mainly of insects and arachnids. More
rarely, however, they also eat snails and small vertebrates. As the
name suggests, the Rio Napo tamarin lives exclusively near the Rio
Napo in Ecuador and the north of Peru. Unfortunately, this habitat is
one of the areas of the western Amazon basin most threatened by
deforestation. As a result, a sharp decline in the population is feared in
the coming years. The IUCN (International Union for Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources) currently classifies the Rio Napo
tamarin as endangered.

Literature references:

- de la Torre, S., Di Fiore, A. & Stevenson, P. 2008. Saguinus nigricollis ssp.
graellsi. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2008:
e.T43947A10842980

- Rowe, N. 1996. The pictorial guide to the living primates

- Puschmann, W., Zscheile, D., Zscheile, K. 2009. zoo animal husbandry.
Animals in human care, mammals

Sebastian Jahnke
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Prosthenorchis elegans, the nightmare of the amaZOOnico

| am writing this text in memory of the many animals that we loved and
cared for and that we saw die miserably because of an evil that we
know but cannot stop.

We have lost in the past two years:

Boris (Tamarin): rescued as a kitten by the Ministerio del ambiente,
grew up in the amaZOOnico, full of energy and always happy.
Balthazar (Tamarin): Every time he received a grasshopper, he let us
all know what the sound of happiness sounded like.

Brujilda (Tamarin): an old lady with a lot of temperament and a lover of
good food.

Grillo (white-tailed jumping monkey): very social and curious,
inseparable companion of the night monkey.

Sticky (squirrel monkey): Young animal that also grew up with us at
amaZOOnico and should have been released in the coming months.
We miss them all and are very sorry that we were unable to avert their
deaths and release them into the wild.

Prosthenorchis elegans is a parasite that belongs to the scratch
worms and has characteristic hooks in its mouth, with which it can
attach itself to the intestines and damage the organs of primates and
other vertebrates.

P. elegans: egg and adult worms, the pictures were taken in the veterinary
centre of the amazZOOnico.

The parasite is very aggressive and particularly dangerous for small
animals and newborns. The eggs of the worm are found in the faeces
of mammals, which in turn are eaten by insects. In the insect
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the eggs of the parasite grow and when the mammal feeds on them,
their life cycle continues inside these animals.

In advanced infections, P. elegans can be easily detected in the
faeces of infected animals. At an early stage, however, it is very
difficult as the samples have to be analysed in a laboratory.

Analyses are carried out at amaZOOnico to determine the number of
eggs and thus the degree of infection. However, the analyses for this
parasite are particularly complicated and take a lot of time. However,
they are reliable and allow us to make sound judgements about the
health of the animals.

Unfortunately, there is currently no known pharmaceutical treatment
that could rid the animals of the parasite. Although there are products
that could slow down the life cycle, they can hardly combat adult
worms. The only way to cure an infested animal is through surgery.
However, recovery after such an operation is slow and painful and
many animals die as a result. In addition, it is not possible to prevent
the animals from becoming infected again. Although humans can
theoretically also be infected with P. elegans, no such case is known
to date.

At amaZOOnico, this parasite is a nightmare and jeopardises the
existence of the young monkeys (especially tamarins and squirrel
monkeys).

The adult worm stic ks to the wall of the monkey's large intestine
until it perforates it. This leads to peritonitis, which results in the rapid
death of the animal.

We have found that some animals can live with the parasite for a long
time, provided they have a protein-rich diet, are not stressed and are
constantly wormed. This helps them to reduce the number of eggs.
Nevertheless, we lose several animals of this species every year due
to the heavy P. elegans infestation.

Due to the physical conditions of the site, it is very difficult to eradicate
these parasites in the amazZOOnico.

In Selva Viva there are thousands of insects that can be hosts for P.
ele- gans. It would be extremely difficult to control how the host gets
into the cage in the first place. There are
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Tax-exempt after ten years !

When we founded the Padrinos del amaZOOnico in 2005, we didn't
know how the organisation would develop and therefore didn't bother
with tax exemption issues. We have now had over a hundred
members for years, last year we celebrated our 10th anniversary and
our income has become an important budget item in the amaZOOnico
accounts. At the beginning of the year, we decided to have the
association officially recognised as a non-profit organisation. This
means that donations to us are now tax-deductible.

While the majority of reports in Sachamandas are usually about
complicated (Ecuadorian) authorities, it should be mentioned here that
things went quite smoothly in Switzerland: right at the beginning we
were told that it would take three months to process the application
and that this process could not be speeded up even with repeated
enquiries. That's exactly what happened: after consulting Nik Real,
a lawyer and member of the Padri- nos, we drafted the application and
three months later we were informed that our statutes required minor
amendments to specify the voluntary nature of the organisation and
the procedure in the event of dissolution in order to be considered a
non-profit organisation and therefore tax-exempt. The two
amendments were kindly sent to us already pre-formulated, the Board
of Directors only needed to sign the document and we received the
approval by return of post. Fittingly, we were also able to have the
amendment to the Articles of Association approved by the members at
the General Assembly in September and since then we have been a
non-profit organisation and tax-exempt - retroactively for the last 5
years.

What does this mean for our donors? Anyone who has donated at
least CHF 100 (or EUR 100) to us in the calendar year

(o> ]



will receive a donation receipt. This can then be enclosed with the tax
return and if a tax official does not want to accept this, he can find us
in the list of tax-exempt institutions and associations of the canton of
Zurich. For smaller amounts, a receipt is also sufficient, but certain
cantons have a lower limit for tax deduction (in the canton of Zurich,
for example, the donation must amount to at least CHF 100 per year).

Martin PUnter

The fruit women

We all know the classic image of the amaZOOnico bodega: it is almost
bursting at the seams with heavy, hanging bananas, stacks of maize,
mounds of yucca and piles of papaya. W e all dropped everything to
carry the fruit up the steep hill in the sweat of our brow, chop it up and
serve it to the animals. Every time the animals eat, they must be
grateful to the volunteers for their hard work. But they must also be
grateful to those who put an incredible amount of labour into the fruit
before it arrives at the amaZOOnico - the fruit women.

Every Monday and Thursday, the women of the Isla Anaconda
community come to the amaZOOnico to sell their harvest. As a group
we call them the fruit women, but individually they represent the labour
and effort of 42 different families. They work the land, plant, compost,
care for and ultimately harvest the fruit that our animals enjoy. Local
family chakras are an important reason why amaZOOnico is able to
take such good care of the animals that are permanent and temporary
residents at the centre. We are able t o buy locally grown fruit to
support the community, which in turn supports our work.

Let's take a closer look at the sale on Monday morning: after the hard,
exhausting labour required to tend the plants, these women have
harvested their fruit, carried it across the island - on their backs or in
heavy, woven baskets, the weight of which they carry with their
foreheads - and then loaded it into their canoes. Often with a baby at
their breast, they then paddle their goods against the current to the
shore of the amaZO-
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Onicos, where they prepare their fruit and sit on the shore for an hour
with the other vendors and receive their wages. Then they pack up
and paddle home. And how much do they earn on average per day of
selling - around USD 12.

Whenever one of the women appears on the shore at amaZOOnico,
it's hard not to be impressed by her strength. Smiling contentedly in
their pink and purple floral print blouses, hardly anyone would expect
to see hefty biceps under those pretty sleeves. | always thought the
amaZOOnico volunteers, both male and female, were a really tough
bunch - sweating as they carried and dragged fruit and compost
around the station all day long. Until the day we decided to challenge
the women of the island to a football match. We dragged ourselves
home that evening with our last ounce of strength after they'd brushed
us aside in a completely humiliating game by a score of one thousand
to zero. The fruit women gave us a lesson in what tough really means.
Tough means paddling a baby, 20 kilos of yucca, plantains, ori-tos and
a bag of papaya across the river at 6.30am after you've already
dressed, fed and sent all the other kids to school. That - my friends - is
the true meaning of tough.

A big thank you to all the fruit ladies. As much as the animals enjoy a
special imported treat from time to time, there is nothing they love as
consistently and constantly as a good piece of delicious seasonal fruit.
Every animal comes running for a piece of orito, plantain or papaya,
but nothing makes the furry and feathered ones wait with bated breath
like a juicy guava or a piece of sugar cane. And it is precisely these
seasonal fruits that come from Isla Anaconda. The course of the year
here is marked by the seasonal harvest of corn, guavas, morete,
chonta, oranges, avocados, chirimoya, achuparra and - Wollaffe
Hermans and my personal favourites - grapes in December and
January. Local, seasonal fruits are definitely a highlight for all of us.
The cost of fruit is low - $0.25 cents for a papaya, $3 for a stalk of
plantains, $5 for a bag of yucca, but it adds up. Did you know that we
spend more than $10,000 a year on bananas alone?
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