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Foreword
This year, too, there is a lot of news about the Selva Viva projects on 
the Río Arajuno. Normality" is slowly returning.
As in previous years, I would like to share a memory of the 
amaZOOnico with you, because while creating the Sachamanda I am almost 
back there, in this place that was my home for 8 months and will always 
remain so somehow.

Photo: Thilo Sachse

Reminder
The smell of the rainforest

We recently went on a team outing to the tropical house in Frutigen. As 
soon as I took my first steps into the hall, I felt as if something had 
beamed me back to the amaZOOnico. The indescribable smell of the 
plants and the humid air made me really homesick for the Amazon.

This reminded me of my last day at amaZOOnico. Early in the morning, 
before all the volunteers in the "Bodega"
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arrived, I set off on the tour, which we always showed to visitors.

I concentrated on the many sounds of the animals, the rustling of the 
leaves, the wind in the treetops. I tried to capture and store as many 
images as possible of this unique place in my head through my eyes and 
once again observed the intense green and the reflections of the sun 
on the damp leaves.

And I took a deep breath, because I knew even then that this unique smell 
would be what I would miss the most.
That's why I enjoy it all the more when I go for a walk here, for example after 
heavy rainfall in autumn, when the leaves are lying on the ground, and I can 
at least catch a whiff of this smell - a smell of freedom, pure happiness and, 
in my opinion, the typical smell of one of the most beautiful parts of our 
earth.

Text & Photo: Jolanda Zutter
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Overview
Selva Viva rainforest conservation project (www.selvaviva.ec)

Sachamanda, the mail from the rainforest, is published once a year and is the 
newsletter for all Selva Viva projects in Ecuador's rainforest.

Selva Viva consists of the following parts:

- Co-operative for the protection of the rainforest Selva Viva
The cooperative buys endangered rainforest and places it 
under protection. The conservation, protection, reforestation 
and sustainable use of the rainforest, especially in collaboration 
with the local population, are some of the aims of the cooperative.

- Animal rescue centre amaZOOnico
The amaZOOnico offers wild animals that have been confiscated 
from the illegal pet trade or have been used as pets a new home at 
the centre or in the forests of Selva Viva.

- Liana Lodge
The 36-bed hotel is located on the edge of the protected forest 
and is intended to contribute to the long-term financing of the 
rainforest conservation project as well as provide work and income 
for the local population.

- Jungle School Sacha Yachana Wasi Christina
Founded and run by Christine von Steiger, the school provides 
children and young people from the local population with an optimal 
education. Since 2011, the school has been subject to the Ecuadorian 
school system. The donations are used to pay for additional Swiss 
teachers, school materials for language lessons, school uniforms, 
the school canoe, excursions, school trips, a country school week 
and school furniture.

http://www.selvaviva.ec/
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- Llakta Kawsana Wasi
The student residence is located on the outskirts of the provincial 
capital of Tena. Young people who have completed primary school in 
SYW and attend the "Colegio" can live here. They are professionally 
supervised by two teachers.

- Runa Huasi ecotourism project
The small, simple lodge with three cottages is run jointly by the 
local population and Selva Viva. It creates jobs for the 
indigenous community.

- Solidaridad
This small fund for emergencies of the local population is financed 
by donations from Europe.

Sachamanda sees itself as a link between the members of the rainforest 
protection cooperative, the Padrinos del amaZOOnico, the sponsors of the 
schoolchildren, the former volunteers and interns and the project 
management in Ahuano, Ecuador. It is intended as a forum for discussion 
and to bridge the gap between those on the front line and those who 
support us in Europe. We welcome letters to the editor and comments on 
Sachamanda.

If you would like to receive the Sachamanda in digital form only, please 
let Martin Pünter know (puenter@sunrise.ch). The same applies to any 
changes of address, which Martin will also be happy to receive.

Would you also like to receive news from amaZOOnico during the 
year? There is a monthly newsletter. If you are interested, you can 
s e n d  an e-mail to info@amaZOOnicorescue.org.

mailto:(puenter@sunrise.ch
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The barren paradise II
In the first issues of Sachamanda (1998-2008), texts appeared under the title 
"The barren paradise", which were intended to familiarise readers with the 
rainforest ecosystem. We have decided to r e p r i n t  these articles in an 
updated version.

Biodiversity in nutrient poverty
When Alexander von Humboldt began his first scientific investigations 
in the Amazon region in the spring of 1800, he made a mistake: he 
assumed that the tropical rainforest was a very nutrient-rich habitat. This 
assumption is obvious when you realise how many different species live 
in the tropical rainforest. Today, however, we know that the nutrient 
conditions in the tropical rainforest are poor (see Sachamanda 2021). 
Many different species, but few nutrients? Is that a contradiction? How 
can that be? This article will explore these questions.

In central Amazonia, more than 500 different species of woody plants 
(trees, young trees (taller than 1.5 metres) and lianas) have been found 
on one hectare of tropical rainforest, but usually fewer than 10 individual 
trees per species. Around 50 different tree species grow throughout 
Europe, i.e. around a tenth of what can be found on one hectare in the 
Amazon basin.

Ecologists have coined the word biodiversity for such comparisons. 
High biodiversity means that there are many different species in an 
ecosystem, but only a small number of individuals of each species. 
Low biodiversity means that only a few different species are present, 
but with a large number of individuals. Low biodiversity can be 
illustrated with the image of a European lake in winter. Thousands of 
seabirds crowd together in a small area, but a closer look at the different 
species would reveal that there are hardly more than 15-20 different species 
represented.



9

Increase in bird species from North America to Amazonia. The hatched bars show the expansion of 
the continent in the corresponding latitudes, the curve illustrates the increase in diversity (from: J.H. 

Reichholf: Der Tropische Regenwald)

The great biodiversity of the tropical rainforests is not limited to the tree 
species, but can be observed in every animal and plant family. The graph 
shows that the bird species on the American continent increase from the north 
towards the equator.

The assumption that a poor nutrient supply increases biodiversity is 
obvious when taking a closer look at the rainforest. According to studies 
by the Jatun Sacha Biological Research Station, the number of species in 
the forests around the amaZOOnico is highest on hills and lowest near the 
river. Interestingly, the opposite is true for nutrients: high water levels 
always bring new nutrients near the river,



while the soils on the hills are washed out and therefore poor in 
nutrients. The centuries of experience of the locals show the same 
thing: crops are successfully planted on the riverbanks and on Isla 
Anaconda and not on the hills, where there are hardly any nutrients.

Theoretical considerations also lead to the conclusion that "nutrient 
poverty results in species diversity". Under ideal nutrient conditions, a 
plant must above all be highly competitive in order to prevail. For plants, 
this means that they need little light in order to survive. Under poor 
nutrient conditions, on the other hand, they must specialise. It must find a 
way to obtain sufficient nutrients that differs from the ways of its 
neighbouring plants. The specialisations of rainforest plants are indeed 
remarkable. Some live in symbiosis with other organisms, others have 
become parasites in the course of evolution, others again (e.g. 
bromeliads) have specialised in obtaining their nutrients from the air 
rather than from the soil and therefore grow on trees, but without being 
parasites. This specialisation results in a considerably more diverse 
ecosystem than if a few plant species that are not very light-demanding 
were to establish themselves in a monoculture-like manner on nutrient-
rich soil. As a result of the diverse plant world, a diverse animal world 
will also evolve.

Finally, a comparison with European ecosystems should show that 
here, too, a lack of nutrients increases biodiversity. If an amateur 
gardener wants to turn a piece of normal, perhaps long-fertilised 
meadow into a natural flower meadow, he must first reduce the humus 
and nutrient content of the soil before sowing the flower meadow. The 
nutrient content is often reduced by working in sand. This also makes 
the soil drier, which means that the growing conditions for the plants 
become even worse. However, diversity will soon increase and more 
and more plant species will be able to thrive side by side on the poor soil.

Text: Martin Pünter
Photo: Anna Deal
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News from amaZOOnico
The amaZOOnico is an animal rescue centre in the Ecuadorian part of the 
Amazon rainforest. Animals that are victims of illegal trade are taken in 
there, released back into the wild and cared for. All animals that arrive at 
amaZOOnico are brought to us by the Ministry of the Environment. 
They were confiscated from people who kept them illegally as pets or 
wanted to sell them on the black market. Some animals suffer from 
various physical and mental problems on arrival, making it impossible for 
them to live freely in the forest. These animals are given a spacious 
enclosure where they can live in the most natural conditions possible. In 
other cases, arriving animals are in a good physical and mental 
condition. They are first quarantined, thoroughly examined and can be 
released back into their natural environment after a rehabilitation 
process.

A brief review of the year - and what does the future hold?

amaZOOnico is still here - and stronger than ever! After two 
financially difficult years during the Covid-19 pandemic, amaZOOnico 
has bounced back in one of its strongest years yet. The wheels of 
global tourism have started turning again. In September 2022, we 
welcomed more than 10,000 visitors to the centre this year. They all 
wanted to learn more about Amazonia's biodiversity and the need to 
protect it. The willingness to provide practical help to the victims of 
wildlife trafficking has also never been greater. In

amaZOOnico
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This year, amaZOOnico has already welcomed over 100 volunteers, 
that's more than 10 new faces per month!

All of this means great things for the animals at amaZOOnico. Our 
ability to invest in developing and improving the infrastructure means 
that the welfare of the animals at the centre has never been better. By 
the way, check out your favourite animals on our social media streams. 
Thanks to our talented volunteers, our online presence is thriving. 
Check back every week on Volunteer Tuesday and Wild Wednesday. 
The amaZOOnico research programme is also thriving. Students from around 
the world are working on projects that assess the quality of life of 
captive animals and enhance our reintroduction programs by providing 
unique insights into the intricacies of wild animal behaviour. And we 
haven't forgotten to improve conditions for our human volunteers either. 
The volunteer house has been fitted with new windows, electrical 
systems and new floors, and our beloved Vero is now working in a 
completely remodelled kitchen! Now we can enjoy Empanada 
Wednesday with a little more legroom.

The future of amaZOOnico looks bright, but of course the work is never 
done. We look forward to continued support from animal lovers around 
the world to help us continue our fight against the threat to the Amazon 
rainforest and provide the best possible welfare for the unfortunate victims of 
the wildlife trade.

Projects

Can you imagine a world without spider monkeys? We can't. That's why 
we're working hard to reactivate our long-standing successful spider 
monkey reintroduction programme and contribute to the conservation of this 
endangered species. Three young candidates for life in the Amazon 
are currently in a transitional enclosure at Selva Viva and are 
p r e p a r i n g  for the next phase, the supervised reintroduction 
programme.
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Freedom. Unfortunately, we have encountered difficulties in fully 
reactivating the programme and creating the best conditions for a successful 
reintroduction. For example, we need to lovingly design the Makisapa Alpa 
House (the magical place where the spider monkeys begin their 
journey to freedom in the Amazon), purchase GPS collars to track the 
monkeys during their first year and find, train and equip passionate 
people who want to accompany the monkeys on their journey. We 
therefore welcome any support that helps us to keep spider monkeys 
in the Amazon.

Current state of the Makisapa Alpa house Spider monkey Photo: Jerome 
Stenger Photo: Sandra Almeyda

In the meantime, infrastructural improvements for our permanent 
residents are also in sight. After a few years, the tapir mum has finally 
got a brand new pool. She used to share the large pool with her partner 
Carnaval. When the decision was made to divide the cage to avoid 
unplanned offspring, Navidad had to stay on the side of the enclosure 
where there was no pool. Thanks to generous donations, Navidad now has 
round-the-clock access to her own pool. The woolly monkeys
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for their part, have a shiny new feeding area with high hanging platforms that 
encourage a more natural behaviour of the group.

Navidad's pool under construction Photo: Sandra Almeyda Photo: Thilo Sachse

Another building project we have in mind is the "Carpinteria" 
(workshop). Our iconic "Super Edi" needs a larger space where he can 
continue to create and repair the unimaginable. The current Carpinteria is 
inconveniently located in a small room next to the Enfermeria (infirmary), 
where patients do not appreciate the noise and clutter of the tools and 
machines in the carpentry workshop.

Edison Canelos' botanical garden "Sachahambi" continues to grow and now 
has its own logo. Hernán Orellana, biologist and employee of the 
project, has categorised over 50 different plant species to date. The 
work is supported by volunteers who put their heart and soul into it. In 
summer, Edison was able to present his project and various medicinal 
plants at the "Yaku Museo del Agua" in Quito. The cultivation and 
categorisation of these plants is important for the preservation of anestral 
knowledge, the culture of the Kichwas and biodiversity in the

Rainforest of priceless value.
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Research - science for nature conservation, the Amazon as a 
classroom

Louis Pasteur once said: "Science is the torch that lights up the world." 
If this is the case, then the amaZOOnico shines very brightly. In 2022, 
amaZOOnico has already welcomed four amazing researchers: Miriam 
Sager (Zurich University of Applied Sciences, Switzerland), Mario 
Alononso Santamaria (University of Alcala, Spain), Marieke Mom and 
Ruth van der Stappen (Wageningen University, Netherlands).

Miriam conducted surveys to better understand the experiences of 
volunteers at amaZOOnico. Her findings provide a nuanced 
perspective that can support management decision-making to 
optimise the centre's operations. Mario Alonso evaluated the impact 
of enclosures on the behaviour of the ocelots at the centre. His 
findings will ensure that our wild cats remain physically and mentally 
healthy. Ruth and Marieke observed the released spider monkey group at 
the centre to better understand their behaviour and responses to 
certain environmental stimuli. Their work will help support our spider 
monkey reintroduction programme, including our current efforts with 
Kasha, Watson and Corny in Makisapa-Alpa.

In addition to these four talented individuals, amaZOOnico will be 
welcoming two more researchers over the course of the year: Rozanda 
Jin (Wageningen University, The Netherlands) and Roxana Ballon 
(University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands). Rozanda will be the first 
researcher to evaluate our tapir reintroduction programme by 
comparing the impact of our semi-wild group (America, Pumpkin and 
Family) on the ecosystem with that of the wild tapirs at Selva Viva. 
Roxana will continue our efforts to assess the behaviour of the 
released spider monkey group by studying their spatial memory. We 
look forward to hosting both of them.
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Animals

Sloths, coatis, squirrel monkeys, toucans, porcupines, yellow-footed 
tortoises, red-billed parrots, coatis, caimans, peccaries and anteaters 
are new to amaZOOnico this year - a total of 26 new animals that we have 
helped. Some of them have become permanent residents and have quickly 
won a place in the hearts of the volunteers and staff, for example Dani 
(capuchin monkey), Kakalaka (coati), Kevin (arasari) and Señor Feliz 
(peccary). If you would like to symbolically adopt one of them, please 
contact us. At the same time, some of them have returned to the 
Amazon. We were delighted that Caimarco (caiman), Anita (anteater), 
Lazy (sloth), Coco (porcupine) and Miss Sapo (tortoise) have returned to 
their homes.

Kevin Photo: Jerome Stenger Kakalaka Photo: Anna Rundholz

At the same time, some of them have returned to the Amazon. We 
were delighted that Caimarco (caiman), Anita (anteater), Lazy (sloth), 
Coco (porcupine) and Miss Sapo (tortoise) have returned to their home.

Caimarco Photo: Victoria Viteri
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While some come, others go. Sadly, we have had to say goodbye to Henry, 
an aguti (rodent) full of personality who was part of amaZOOnico for 10 
years. During this time Henry lived a full life, always working on his 
beautiful garden and making his enclosure a very special place. He was 
loved by many who enjoyed his special way of eating his favourite 
foods every day.

Henry Photo: Cassandra King Photo: Jerome Stenger

Release into the wild - field report

Some reintroductions are simply fantastic. In the early hours of the 
morning in mid-May 2022, Dr Onofa from the MAE reports that he is 
coming with a sloth that is in very good condition and can be released. 
So we set off immediately. On this day, the team consists of amaZOOnico 
vet Vicky, Remigio and the veterinary students from abroad. When we 
arrive in Puerto Barantilla, we meet the representative of the Ministry 
of the Environment and the sloth in question. It is a three-fingered sloth 
(Bradypus variegatus), which was found on the road. After a brief check 
by the vets that the sloth is unharmed and can be released into the wild, 
we set off for Maquisapa-Alpa. A short journey
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from Puerto Barantilla, we find the overgrown road to the spider 
monkey reintroduction centre. The plan is to release the animal in the 
middle of the road to Maquisapa-Alpa. So we continue our 20-minute 
walk deeper into the forest. Now it's time to find a suitable tree with 
good vines. Once Remigio has selected the perfect tree, he opens the 
door of the transport cage and tips it over to a suitable vine.

Remigio Canelos Three-fingered sloth

Carefully and gradually, the paw emerges and grasps the vine. First 
with one hand, then with the other. Slowly, it shimmies out of the 
transport cage and begins to climb up the vine. While the sloth climbs 
up into the treetops, Vicky and Remigio give the future vets some 
more tips and practical information for the release into the wild. On the 
way home, we meet Jaime, our long-time forest warden, who is 
carrying out his patrols.

Moments like this help us not to forget that protecting the forest and its 
animals is hugely important. Not all reintroductions are so easy, but it is 
nice to see that our protected forest is a safe haven for many animals.

Text & photos Field report: Silvia Canelos
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The people at amaZOOnico

The amaZOOnico volunteer house is full of life. After a few years of 
solitude due to the pandemic, the volunteers have returned. At times, 
22 people share the roof and the amazing amaZOOnico adventure. The 
volunteers not only enjoy a completely renovated house, but also 
weekly activities such as a visit to a Kichwa family, Sacha Hambi, a chocolate 
tour, karaoke nights and river tubing - a well-deserved reward for their 
service as guardians of the Amazon and its amazing biodiversity.

Activities of the volunteers - Photo: Sandra Almeyda



Another important group at amaZOOnico are the children of Sacha Yachana 
Wasi Cristina. Every day, 33 little people come to the amaZOOnico to 
learn about letters and numbers, but also about nature, the Amazon and 
its wildlife. The amaZOOnico works closely with the teachers and pupils to 
create the best conditions for this group of bright, independent children. 
Accordingly, we are looking for volunteer teachers to come and spend a 
great time with the future guardians of the Amazon.

Pupils from Sacha Yachana Wasi Cristina visiting the amaZOOnico - Photo: Lizeth Saavedra
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News about the team

The amaZOOnico is pleased to announce that Dr Scott Ford, Sandra 
Almeyda and Albert Fernandez have joined the team. Scott is working as a 
senior scientist, Sandra as general coordinator and Albert as 
administrative assistant.

We wish Alba, Sergio and Pablo, who are leaving us to embark on new 
adventures, the best of luck.

From left to right: Veronica Tapuy, Edison Canelos, Amaru Ford, Scott Ford, Remigio Canelos, Sandra 
Almeyda, Victoria Vitteri, Javier Canelos, Javier Licuy, Albert Fernandez, Milli

Animal adoptions

Our adoption programme allows people from all over the world to 
symbolically adopt amaZOOnico animals and support their 
rehabilitation by providing vital funds that enable us to continue caring 
for them and their development. We are immensely grateful for all the 
wonderful people who have joined the amaZOOnico family as adoptive 
parents and we are
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confident, that also our other protégés will 
soon find adoptive families.

Johann, Gima & Mea (spider monkeys)

Cockroach (coati) Esmeralda (Anaconda) Jaguarundis (weasel cats)

Nogo (White-breasted Toucan) Arrau tortoise Baby (Toucan)

Photos: 
https://www.amazoonicorescue.org/

Canela & Kong (woolly monkeys)

http://www.amazoonicorescue.org/
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Portrait
Sandra Almeyda and Dr Scott Ford

We welcome Sandra Almeyda and Scott Ford back to the project in 
2022. After serving as administrators in 2017 and 2018, Sandra and 
Scott have returned to amaZOOnico with their three-year-old son Amaru. 
Sandra is a forest engineer from Lima, Peru, while Scott is a political 
ecologist from Johnstown, New York, USA. The couple met in the 
United States in 2015. After working together at the Wayqecha 
Biological Station in the Peruvian Andes, they moved to amaZOOnico 
in 2017 and fell completely in love with the project. In 2018, they moved 
to Copenhagen, Denmark, where Scott earned his PhD while Sandra 
worked as a volunteer for amaZOOnico. After completing Scott's 
studies, the call of the Amazon was just too strong and they decided to 
return to the project. Sandra now takes care of the day-to-day running of the 
centre, while Scott focuses on managing and coordinating the scientific 
research projects. And of course, Amaru is a happy student in Sacha 
Yachana Wasi Christina.

English text: Sandra Almeyda



24

Field report amaZOOnico
My stay at amaZOOnico

This is a reference for people who are looking for adventure, who are 
determined to make themselves useful and work for a worthwhile 
cause.

My name is Laurie, I am 22 years old and I spent a month in 
amaZOOnico in May/June 2022.

To give you some context: Before I left, I was in a phase of my life 
where I had lost myself. I had quit my job, didn't know what to do with my 
life and needed to focus on myself and do things I enjoyed. I made the 
decision to go to amaZOOnico in the hope of finding what I was looking 
for.
I think before we talk about my experiences on the ground, I should tell 
you about the "before", which is also part of the experience. I had to 
deal with a lot of stress and unforeseen events: my family's 
resistance to this trip, the financial and material side, health problems. I 
had to postpone my stay because of COVID and thought I would have to 
cancel. But I persevered and finally managed to travel. Except that 
the day before my flight I was full of doubt and fear (I even cried on 
the plane, but let's keep that between us). However, as soon as I 
landed in Ecuador and dance music was playing on the plane, my heart 
lightened and I was sure everything would be fine.

Once I arrived on site, I felt very welcome, both by the couple who run 
the centre and by the other volunteers. I got to work and discovered so 
many things. I quickly got into a rhythm and the days flew by. Work starting 
at 7 a.m., seeing animals, eating with everyone, showering with cold 
water, swimming in the river, small cultural activities and then leaving 
again...
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If you think you're going to land in a paradisiacal place and go on 
holiday there, you'll be disappointed. It wasn't always easy, there were 
small dips in morale, the work was physically demanding (especially at 
the beginning), you are alone in a different country with living conditions 
that are far removed from our usual comfort. You have to adjust to that. But 
despite everything, I was deeply happy there. I felt that way and I'm 
not saying that everyone feels that way, but I was so happy that I felt 
useful every day by helping animals. I was happy to receive concrete 
information about this multitude of species, but also to spend time 
observing them and getting to know them as individuals (what luck to 
be able to get so close to these wild and beautiful animals). I was 
happy to open up to this incredible place with its moody climate but so much 
serenity. I was happy to spend time with great and so different people. I 
am talking about the volunteers, the leaders as well as the permanent 
workers. I really tried to make the most of this experience and it's hard 
to describe everything it gave me. At the end of my four weeks, I was 
sad to leave and regretted that I couldn't stay longer. But to be 
completely honest, I was happy to see my loved ones again, and most 
importantly, I went home with memories that I will cherish for the rest of my 
life.

I believe that everyone should have an experience like this at least 
once in their life. I can't guarantee that everything will go perfectly, but 
you will always come out of it stronger, regardless of your age.
Today I'm studying biodiversity again and I can say that I found what I 
was looking for at amaZOOnico.

French text: Laurie Gimenez
Photo: Anna Deal
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My internship at amaZOOnico

I set foot in the amaZOOnico for the first time in July 2021. I've been in 
love ever since.

It all started in Wädenswil on Lake Zurich. I studied environmental 
engineering at the ZHAW there. When my student friend Jan Canelos 
told me about amaZOOnico, I realised that I had to see it for myself. 
When the opportunity arose during my studies to do a so-called IZA 
internship (internship in international cooperation), I immediately thought 
of amaZOOnico and a short time later I was accepted by the centre and 
the university.

The internship was scheduled for three months. I had two days a week 
for my project and three days I worked as a regular volunteer. The aim 
of my project was to find out how sustainable the volunteers' stay is and 
what they particularly like and what they miss.

So I conducted many interviews with the volunteers, the administrators 
and some of the workers. At the end of my time, I was able to hand 
over a summary of all the results to the administration and implement 
some things during my stay. One vivid example is that almost all the 
volunteers told me that they often don't know exactly when they have to 
lead a visitor tour or what work they have to do during the morning. A 
list of tours and upcoming tasks is now sent to the WhatsApp group 
every day and everyone knows what they have to do.

The days as a volunteer were very exhausting, all the cleaning, feeding 
and tours with the visitors were not only physically but also mentally 
demanding. But nonetheless incredibly satisfying and enjoyable! 
Knowing that the work you do directly benefits the animals makes you 
forget all the effort.
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The only thing I still haven't got used to are the insect bites. But I think 
it's the same for everyone who has ever worked here. "Vale la pena", as 
they say in Spanish.
Thanks to the volunteers from all over the world and the visitors to the 
centre, I was also able to significantly improve my language skills. 
When I started in July, I knew very little Spanish. After three months, I 
could already hold conversations almost fluently. I was also able to 
improve my English.

But one of the best things is all the friendships I was able to make 
during this time! I am still in regular contact with former volunteers. I've 
even visited some of them in Cologne, Madrid and Vienna.

I am now back at amaZOOnico and am also writing my bachelor's 
thesis here. Without exaggerating, it's one of the best experiences of my 
life. Text: Miriam Sager
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Volo meeting and AGM 2021
It's 10:00 a.m. on a Saturday morning in September. This year's ex-volunteer 
meeting is coming up. The sun is shining and it's pleasantly warm.

Some are already waiting outside Dählhölzli, the zoo in Bern. You are 
greeted warmly from all sides. The first "What's on your agenda" 
questions are already being answered. The atmosphere is relaxed.

Once everyone has arrived, we enter the Dählhölzli. In addition to 
monkeys, arctic foxes and owls, there are also ibexes, lizards and 
crocodiles. We can only recommend a tour of the zoo. Even the children 
have plenty to learn and discover.

Padrinos del amaZOOnico
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After we had seen all the animals, at least the ones that wanted to 
show themselves, we made our way to Lea's home. Delicious food was 
already waiting for us there. Afterwards, we were all looking forward to 
the general meeting. We would like to thank Alexis, who volunteered to 
write the minutes.

The Annual General Meeting is already drawing to a close. Before we 
all say goodbye to each other again, we want to capture this day with a 
photo - with the new amaZOOnico T-shirts, of course.

Text: Jasmine Oberhänsli 
Photos: Jolanda 



21
0

Zutter



Co-operative for the Protection of the Rainforest (GSR)
Annual General Meeting

At the request of President Christine von Steiger, it was decided to hold the 
2022 AGM online again. Following a cancellation at short notice, the 
date has been postponed to an as yet unknown date.

New elections

According to Ecuadorian legislation for NGOs, the Board of Directors 
must be replaced after two consecutive terms of office (3 years each). 
The term of office of the current board of the Fundación para la 
conservación y protección de los Bosques del Ecuador
"Selva Viva" (FCP) ends in September 2024, as can be seen from the 
registration with the Ministry of the Environment No. 0170-O dated 16 
September 2021.

The members of the new committee can change their functions among 
themselves (example: a former legal representative becomes President; 
or vice versa: a former member of the committee becomes a legal 
representative). Joëlle Wüst has therefore put herself forward as a 
candidate for President of the FCP (previously Finance) and Christine 
von Steiger as Treasurer of the FCP. Christine von Steiger will remain 
President of the GSR Switzerland. Two people are standing for the 
position of Representante Legal, which has been held by Remigio 
Canelos since the start of the project: Lester Espín Paëz and Elisabeth 
Núñez. The former is a lawyer from Tena, Christine von Steiger has 
already worked with him privately in the past. The second candidate, 
Elisabeth Núñez, is a long-standing supporter and advisor to all 
projects in and around Selva Viva. Among other things, she drafted the 
Selva Viva Management Plan and promoted the legalisation of the 
FCP.

SelvaViva
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Donations

Thanks to a generous donation of over 3,500 euros from the Robert 
Bosch Foundation, AmaSelva was able to purchase a drone and 
headlamps for the forest rangers. Our long-standing supporters, the 
rainforest activists from Marie-Curie-Gymnasium Dresden, also made a 
generous donation to all our projects with their charity run and a 
rainforest challenge. They have also adopted Pinky, a golden-mantled 
tamarin who lives at amaZOOnico, and support him with a monthly 
donation of 40 euros.

Protection forest

There are currently new opportunities to buy forest, as half of a finca on 
the edge of the protected forest is for sale. When the GSR bought the 
first part of the finca, the former owner wanted to keep the other part. 
Now he is prepared to sell the remaining part and, thanks to a 
generous donation from Sabine Hettler, the GSR would be in a 
financial position to purchase the woodland. Remigio Canelos will soon 
begin negotiations to clarify further details.

Liz Nuñez has also drawn up a new action plan against illegal 
logging. After the GSR forest rangers informed Remigio Canelos and 
Joëlle Wüst about the illegal logging, Remigio Canelos tried to find the 
perpetrators and call for dialogue. Should there be another intrusion 
into the protected forest, legal action will be taken against the 
perpetrators.

The rangers have also been given new 
uniforms.

Forest ranger Jaime 
Tapuy in the new 
uniform Photo: Silvia 
Canelos
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Finca don Sigifredo

The development of the model farm is progressing. Cocoa beans have 
already been harvested and sold on the cocoa plantation and the 
plantation has been expanded with new seedlings. The vanilla plantation, 
which consists of seedlings grown from wild vanilla from the protection 
forest, has been integrated into a cow pasture. Fortunately, the cows do not 
find the plants very interesting, but at the same time fertilise them with 
their cow dung. The planned bamboo project has also made further 
progress. The bamboo is to be used as a building material instead of 
wood. The Guadua species, which is native to the Amazon, is fast-
growing and also one of the largest CO2 reservoirs, which makes it 
extremely sustainable. The construction of the warehouse for the 
processed bamboo also proved that it is possible to build without wood. 
The finca has one permanent employee, César, and otherwise relies 
on the support of volunteers. In 2021/2022, Milena Muff, Luca 
Reinwald and Nicolas Koller supported the project with their active 
assistance on site.

The buildings of Finca Don Sigifredo Warehouse with tyre foundations

Text (summary by the editors) & photos: Michael Wüst
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Communidad and general news

In mid-May, two large groups of veterinary students from the USA 
came to the project, each staying at Liana Lodge for a fortnight and 
being trained in wildlife handling by the amaZOOnico team during the 
day. Everything from releasing animals back into the wild to milking goats 
and castrating cubs was covered.

And there is also a lot going on on the island. The founders of Flora 
Sana (a natural medicine manufacturer from Puyo) provided the 
women of the communidad with a distillation device a long time ago. 
Vero has now started using it to make her own insect repellent with 
lemongrass oil and sell it in the amaZOOnico shop.

There are also some other promising projects taking place, such as Mishki 
Lumu (sweet yuca), a sweet produced by a community of women on the 
island. It is made from yuca, sacha inchi and pieces of cocoa and is 
available in the amaZOOnico shop.

Another project, the chocolate house, is also making slow progress. The 
women involved are very motivated, but there is a lack of money for the 
materials. They want to use the project to promote community tourism 
on the island. To this end, they need a house in which they can teach 
traditional elements of the Kichwas. To this end, they attended a two-week 
course in traditional Kichwa pottery in Tena and one of the women 
completed an internship with the successful chocolate producer "Tsatsa 
yaku".

In Saul Vargas, the Laguna Caiman has developed into a tourist attraction 
in recent years. After visiting the caiman lagoon, you are welcomed in a 
traditionally built house and can now savour homemade chocolate 
fondue. Chicha and Cerbatana are still very popular.

Outside the communidad, things sometimes don't go so smoothly. A 
general strike was called in Ecuador on 13 June.
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At first, it was still possible to get from Quito to Tena without any 
problems. But as the strike progressed, things became more and more 
complicated and eventually it was almost impossible to reach Tena. 
There were also several roadblocks in Puerto Napo. For the most part, 
everything went peacefully and after a while you were even allowed to 
drive through for money. The political conflicts during the strike were very 
confused. The illegal arrest of the leader by unknown members of the 
government was followed by the kidnapping of a judge. However, the 
former was released after negotiations. The strike lasted longer than 
expected and finally ended on 30 June. Text: Silvia Canelos

Photos: Thilo Sachse, Anna Rundholz, 
Jerome Stenger
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Jungle school

Sacha Yachana Wasi & Llakta Kawsana Wasi
After the school had been closed for the last two years due to the 
government's coronavirus measures and only volunteer teachers from 
Switzerland, such as Salome and Cyrill in 2020, were responsible for 
teaching school content to the children around amaZOOnico, the school 
has reopened its doors this year. Two new teachers found their way to 
Rio Arajuno and are now sharing the classes. The English courses 
continue to take place at Puerto Barantilla. The school buildings are in 
poor condition after being empty for two years and are now in urgent need of 
renovation. The Ministerio del Ambiente has already promised to 
provide new desks and benches as well as school materials. We are 
delighted that children's voices are once again brightening up the 
amaZOOnico and that the school and the joint events are also brightening 
up life at the amaZOOnico. Text: Lea Schlunegger

Class photo Sacha Yachana Wasi Cristina Photo: Silvia Canelos
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School experience report - Sacha Yachana Wasi
From the Glarus Kanti to the rainforest of Ecuador
I had been planning to spend part of my sabbatical at SYW for a long time 
and knew from countless stays in Latin America that all my plans would 
become obsolete anyway - and that's exactly what happened.

At the official start of school after two years of closure due to the 
pandemic and strikes, two teachers, who were recalled and replaced the 
next day, and over 30 pupils were waiting for me. Very nice, very open-
minded, loud and wild. Discipline, being able to wait, individual work, 
co-operative learning, self-correction... all absent. At least one or two 
children at each level who can hardly read or write at all or can only 
move around in the number range poorly, not to mention larger arithmetic 
operations. As the local teachers do a lot of administrative work or 
parent meetings during school hours, I was repeatedly thrown into the 
cold water of improvisation when I was asked to take over 16 children 
from 4 levels unprepared.

I had my first big flop
I experienced this right at the beginning when I asked the 7° grado 
(corresponds to our 6th primary class) to introduce themselves in 
writing with a drawing and a few sentences, entitled "Quien soy". A 
single pupil managed to write down about 8 simple sentences for me! 
Until I realised
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that they are not able to freewrite properly and have almost no 
command of spelling. There is a lot of catching up to do, but now all 
children are placed in the appropriate level according to their age and 
the curriculum is continued or attempted to be continued.

And sometimes adventurous things happen: for example, the children were 
once asked to write down 5 infinitives for verbs ending in -ar, -er, -ir, -or, - 
ur. Of course, nobody here knows what a verb is, let alone an infinitive, 
quite apart from the fact that there are no verbs in Spanish that end 
in -or or -ur. The students in the school building in Puerto Barantilla 
and I puzzled for a long time about what the "profe" might have meant. 
We then wrote down nouns, but as a language teacher, my heart 
bleeds with such tasks. It can't work like that.

After a few weeks of observation, I started to bring individual grados to 
the SYW in Puerto Barantilla in order to give them more individual 
attention and also because the infrastructure there is so much better. 
In the old school, so much has disappeared over the years that it is 
impossible to create a stimulating learning environment. Students from the 
"colegios" also come here time and again to get help with their homework.

Most children love to sing loudly, move around and help with the 
cooking. I am always amazed at how enthusiastic and curious they are 
about helping out in the kitchen and really get stuck in. Our Swiss children 
can take a leaf out of their book. And they enjoy the individual attention 
that they always want and impatiently demand without wanting to wait. 
I'm always touched when the girls and boys hug me or stroke my hair 
and skin (usually with the words "Eres blanquita", although I think I'm 
really tanned). They also think it's great that I so obviously enjoy bathing 
in the river and ask me every day when I'm going to be there.



38

Then a dugout canoe often comes paddling up the river with several 
children and we play in the water or do maths in the sand.

A huge problem is the hunger with which many of the children come to 
school. If the state school meals, which consist of a small Tetra Pak drink 
and a few biscuits, are not enough for the allotted time, then it is all the 
worse.

I am currently trying (once again, like some of my predecessors) to 
raise awareness on the subject of waste and explain that aluminium 
packaging, tin cans and Tetra Pak can hardly be incinerated at school. To do 
this, we first got to grips with the materials and buried some of them to 
see what they look like after 6 weeks in the ground. We are now trying 
to separate some of the waste and are taking the residual waste to 
Puerto Barantilla, where we have built a dog-proof storage rack that I 
painted with some of the pupils. As the amaZOOnico also wants to take 
its residual waste there, we may now really have a chance.

I find my stay here incredibly enriching, enjoy the jungle and the 
completely different life as well as the school, which challenges me again 
and again. But sometimes, very quietly and briefly, I also long for my 
own school with its technical service, caretaker, digital blackboard, 
available materials, sufficient desks and chairs, a clean canteen and 
clean toilets. All things that I will appreciate all the more when I return.

Photos & Text: Britta 
Scheunemann
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News from the Liana Lodge
The past year was uneventful at the lodge. We have worked hard to 
provide our guests with a high-quality service. Although the 
pandemic has hit us hard, we are firmly convinced that we will return 
to normality. This year, our old employees have returned to the team, but 
new faces have also joined us. We are pleased to be creating 
employment opportunities for the community to help families. Families who 
have had a hard time due to lack of work and income. As Liana 
Lodge, we are committed to continuing to work for local 
development. We thank all those who have worked with us and continue to 
work with us today.

The Liana Lodge team: from left to right, Eliberto, Jackson, Elsa, Adrian, Abdón, Asencio, Angel
Photo: Sandy Alvarado

Liana Lodge



In February 2022, a member of the community, Maria Chimbo, fell ill and 
family and friends came together to seek much-needed help. The patient 
was admitted to the hospital's intensive care unit and remained under 
observation for a week. She had to stay in the hospital for about 3 weeks. In 
view of this situation, we contacted the Padrinos del amaZOOnico in 
Switzerland, who provided us with financial support for the affected 
family. In this way, we were able to coordinate help for the family. The 
family has 5 children, they work in agriculture and the husband has no 
permanent job. I quote: "Many thanks to everyone who helped us, it was 
very useful. It enabled us to buy medicines, food and tickets for medical 
appointments. Without this help, everything would have been very 
difficult for us. Many thanks and best wishes to everyone." Her 
condition is currently stable, but she has to go for regular medical 
check-ups. Another member of the community, Felix Dahua, also fell 
seriously ill and was unable to work for a long time. Felix was also 
supported by the Padrinos so that he could receive the necessary 
treatment and get well again. Many thanks to all the Padrinos members 
involved in this project. Text: Abdón Shiguango

Family: From left to right, Euclides, Enmer, Carlos, Elvis, Maria, Lena
Photo: Abdón Shiguango
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Obituary Abelino Canelos

Many of you probably know Abelino, our long-time barman. Not only Liana 
Lodge volunteers, but also the amaZOOnico volunteers and the 
school's teachers loved coming to his bar to enjoy his humour and his 
cocktails. He was part of the project for more than 20 years. He started 
his career at amaZOOnico as an animal keeper at the very beginning, 
when there were still few volunteers. Then, after the opening of the 
Liana Lodge, he was one of the first employees. He could do his job in 
German, French and English and also enjoyed teaching the volunteers 
Kichwa, making up or twisting words, which was great fun for him. His 
connection to the project remained for a long time. His children went to 
the project's school and his wife supplies the animal feed for the 
amaZOOnico. Unfortunately, Abelino died in an accident in October 
2022. He leaves behind 5 children, 4 sons and his long-awaited 
daughter. It was a very painful day for everyone in the team and a 
great loss of a talented employee and warm friend.

Abelino at work and Nathalie Photo: Liana Voli
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Thank you - Merci - Gracias - Thank you - Pagarachu
to our donors and supporters

for the amaZOOnico
Juan Aleman, Patricia Aleong, AmaSelva e.V., Doris Bachmann, Christa 
Banholzer Voutsis, Mirjam Bär, Margrith Barth, Maria Bärtschi-
Schmutz, Ernst Bernhard, Tomas Bierwirth, Barbara Bircher, Maria 
Bischoff, Arthur Bruns, Philippe Chappuis, Corneel De

Ridder, Sabina Dürrenberger, EcoSparkles, J. & M. Ehrlich, 
Ev.ref. Kirchgemeinde Knonauer Amt, Hans & Dora Furler, Nicole 
Giger, Elsbeth Grüebler- Bachmann, Christina Gugolz, Karin Hedinger, 
Karl & Hedy Hofstetter, Daniela Hombach Kerr, Christian Huggel, Willy & 
Anita Jaus, Roman Kälin, Gabriela Kämpf, Lina Kenzler, Peter Kern-
Zimmermann, Lothar Lamers, Johanna Leick, Eugen Matt-Landolt, 
Thomas Meier, Meinherz family, Oliver Mensinger, Ralf Metzner,

Ralf Metzner Miessen, Christa Nachtmann, 
Jasmine Oberhänsli, Astrid Oberson Draeyer, M. Petzold & D. Nowitzki, 
Bernadette Probst Nützi, Martin Pünter, Ursina Pünter, Alfons 
Raimann, Margarete Raimann, RaiseNow AG, Nik Real, Martina 
Reinhart, Stefan Rickenmann, Simi Rutishauser, Ueli

SchlageterFoundation, Michael Schönenberger, Patrick 
Schor, Yvonne Schumacher, William Schütte & Rebekka Heitkamp, 
Christfriede Schwabe Jürgen, Vreni Seematter, Alex Smith, Alfred & 
Marlise Sommer, Elisabeth & Konny Sörgel, Thomas Spitaler, Mona 
Steffen-Nebel, the Stiasny family, Stefan Stucki, Sonja Stüssi Konny 
Sörgel, Thomas Spitaler, Monika Steffen-Nebel, the Stiasny family, 
Stefan Stucki, Sonja Stüssi Cedeño Muentes, Hans Tschumi & Silvia 
Tschumi-Seifert, Marlene Uster, Regula Weiss, Werner & Helga Wendt, 
Beatrice Widmer, Thomas Wüst

for Solidaridad
Regina Bretz, Lothar Lamers

for the jungle school Sacha Yachana
Martina Maria Biedermann, Hans Rudolf Spichiger, Irene Eichmann, Jrina 
Eichmann, Marianne Furer-Soldan, Christiane Michaelis, Silvia 
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Gamper, Ursula Segginger-Saxer, Salome & Cyrill Meuwly-Jaggy, 
Marlene Scherschlicht, Gerda & Hugo Staudenmann, Gallus & Regula Haag-
Herrli, Hans Joerg Vogler, Hofstetter Holding AG, Karl & Hedy 
Hofstetter,
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Michel Lazecki Brink, R. & E. Modalek, Renate Lambinus Schären, Ulrich 
Waber, Marianne Gaedke-Morf, Daniel Beutler, Anna Jablonkay Aegerter, 
Maya Cornelia Kelterborn, Andre Meier, Patrick Schor, Rudolf von Steiger, 
Marianne Verena Apprederis, Regula Heynen, Sabrina Waespi, Fredy & 
Irene Staub, Heidi Elisabeth Hirsiger, Karin Sterchi, Kurt & Jolanda 
Emmenegger, Rosmarie Spescha-Jenzer, Silvia Scheidegger-Rizzi, Silvia 
Wiggenhauser, Simon Reber, Werner Gerber- Leemann, Andreas 
Zurbuchen, Daniel Helfenstein, Simone Hofstetter, Kurt & Katharina 
Durand, Verena & Urs Schatzmann, Walo Wenger, Bruno Lutz, Gerwin & 
Dagmar Heinrich, Guenter Rieckmann, Maria Bischoff, Andreas Mast, 
Anna Rosa Haldemann, Beat Flueckiger, Therese Clerc- Aebischer, Pius 
Egger & Sandra Egger-Bruni, Flückiger & von Arb Flückiger, Martin 
Gfeller, Jean-Luc Hofer, Jeannine Zemp, Walter Mast, Martin Maurer, 
Sonja Margrit Muehlemann, Nadja Frey, Jürg Nussbaum, Sabine Othmer, 
Fr. Buri, Peter Gurtner, Peter Rytz, Norbert & Manuela Reinert, M. & I. 
Rohrbach-Egli, René & Monika Schär, Silvia Müller, Silvia Schwartz, 
Antonio Spadafora, Monika Stauffer, Isabelle Steiner, Ulrich Lehmann, 
Ursula Maeder-Mueller, Peter & Silvia von Fellenberg, Werner 
Krummenacher, Ruth Zurwerra, Claudia Nigg-Reber, Stephan Aebersold, 
Beatrice Troehler, Dorothee del Carlo Loepfe, Thomas Koehli, Edmond 
Pellet, Rösli Grau, Hans Bienz, Heidi Hausammann, Jann Messerli, 
Jasmin & Markus Berger, Regula Linz, Peter & Hedwig Maurer-Iseli, 
Frieda Rosa Reber-Boss, Renate Moser, Fritz & Pia Schmid, Beat 
Steinemann, Ueli Reusser, N. & D. Zwicky-Aeberhard, Gianni Boris 
Pezzatti, H. & W. Nussbaumer, Beat Herzig, Gerhard Walter Wyss, 
Draginja Bauerfeind,
Kurt & Dora Aebersold-Däppen

for Selva Viva/GSR
AmaSelva - Bündnis Urwaldschutz eV, Regenwaldchallenge Dresden, Kies 
AG Aaretal KAGA, Pascal Burri, Maria Bischoff, Walburga Lutz, Jean-
Pierre Falter, Tobias Honold, Raise Now AG
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to our volunteers

in the amaZOOnico
Michelle Andrea Yanez Garzón, Ana Sofía Cepeda Zaldumbide, Miriam 
Sager, Carlos Enrique Vega Rivas, Sebastian Verpaalen Botero, Gianmaria 
Melissano, Britany Camila Salazar Cantuña, Xavier Andrés Torres Reyes, 
Katherine Michelle Landines Saá, Elisabeth Spitz-Sanchez, Ivana 
Stephanie Alarcon Portilla, Vincent Martinaud, Rose Fogliano, Alfonso 
Valencia, Millaray Silva Cádiz, Laura Pepe, Nicolas Blin, Mantovani 
Léa, Blanca Monteis Coromina, Albert Fernandez Reverter, Baptiste 
Cockenpot, Manon Bentz, Sihle Theophelus Nhampossa, Salomé Yépez, 
Amber Corten, Marcelo Patricio Cerda Banda, Betsabe Alvarez, 
Camille Clémentine Caroline Marie Archambaud, Valentina Guevara Vaca, 
Carolina Vaj Hoyos, Laura Yepes Berrio, Kim Lange, Asher Carr, Sam 
Carr, Shaw Samuel Dickinson, Marco Radaelli, Tommaso Cicorella, 
Milena Muff, Gimenez Laurie, Pablo Jean Baobourg, Lucas Pitzalis, 
Kathryn Tharby, Simon Carleton, Carla Andrade, Benjamin Mitchell, 
Wieke van Zwet, Martina Biedermann, Axelle Cordier Deltour, Sarah 
Messner, Charlotte Baker, Boucaud Lucie, Léa Sipan, Brittany Camila 
Salazar Cantuña, Christin Walters, Gillian Barber, Glen Byrne, Lina 
María Roca Caicedo, Marieke Johanna Maria Reijneveld, Louise 
Gacoin, Hedi Lassoued, Loth Van De Maele, Louise Gacoin, Joeri van 
der Mast, Jaina Hurkens, Paul Retoux, Pia Gorzitze, Jerome Stenger, Laura 
Isabell Barth, Calum Peter Mactaggart Barker, Oliver Horrocks, Huber 
Nadine, Emilia Otte, Emma Singer, Clara Martin, Lea Boulogne, Thomas 
Boulogne, Lena Bacher, Pauline Lanson, Rebecca Marietta Wurster, 
Itzae Dayanara Cárdenas Suárez, Paola Valeria Iñacasha, Daniela Abigail 
Andrade Gordon, María José Poss Catota, Eulalie Provost, Sietske 
Brouwer, Alycia Berchiche, Anoushka Lucie Blake-Cadou,  Arthis 
Lefevre Raynaud, Aleksandar Cocovski, Maïlys Cocovski, Alix Barette, 
Niclas Christmas-Dirckinck-Hoilmfeld, Joël Wyss, Olivia Dimov, 
Salomón José Cruz Ñacato, Alban Flouvat, Marion Dumas de la Roque, 
Gimond Théo, Francis Remy, Thilo Sachse, Anna Rundholz, Sophie Ahrens, 
Hinrik Blume, Jonliet Flagg, Sara Santiago Fuentes, Daniela Abigail 
Andrade Gordon, Michelle Alejandra Zhunio Paez, Mira Wilhelm, Luzia 
Katharina Fritschi, Emilia Korecka, Yuma Biner, Abril Fernández García, 
Vivien Louis, María Emilia Fiallo Amores, Clement Texier, Valerie 
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Arnaldi, Daniel Blanco



47

Pérez, Asger Skriver Gelbek, Clàudia Pedescoll Aguila, Fredrik William 
Husemoen-Zhang, Lukas Reinelt, Ana Yanaika Meijer, Timo Fuchs, 
Francesco Martinelli, Lucciana Parra Revilla, Anaëlle Carre, Paul Varaillon,
Pierre Maurice Marie Faugère de Bussac

at the Liana Lodge

Unfortunately, we have still not been able to welcome any volunteers to 
Liana Lodge.

to the teachers

in the Llakta Kawsana Wasi &
in the jungle school Sacha Yachana Wasi Christina:

Trix Twelkmeyer & Hendrik Hanschke, Lea Schneeberger & Lara Cortesi, 
Ariane & Daniel Eckhard, Edith Grefa, Andy Héctor, Britta 
Scheunemann

for animal adoptions

Suraksha & Lovelyn Chandrasekhar, Sonja Liesch, Johanna Fiedler, 
Rebecca Frik, Anne Gehrung, Jörg & Sylvi Schlichter, Benjamin Langlois, 
Petra & Peter Valkova, Philipp & Kim Mielke, Susan Fulton, Connor Todd, Die 
Regenwaldaktivisten; Marie-Curie-Gymnasium Dresden

Photo: Anna Deal
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Bank details
Switzerland:
Postal cheque account Padrinos del amaZOOnico

8032 Zurich, account number: 85-671667-6
IBAN CH26 0900 0000 8567 1667 6

Bank account GSR Selva Viva
Account no. 108.123/00.06
SL Gürbetal, 3127 
Mühleturnen BIC-/SWIFT-Code: 
SLGUCH2M
IBAN CH73 0839 6016 3713 6641 0
Postal account of the bank: 30-38186-8

Postal cheque account Urwaldschule
3116 Kirchdorf, 30-213199-6
IBAN CH79 0900 0000 3021 3199 6

Germany:
Account Padrinos del amaZOOnico, Zurich

Sparkasse Hochrhein, Waldshut-Tiengen 
BLZ 68452290; account number: 77052421 
BIC-/SWIFT-Code: SKHRDE6W
IBAN DE16 6845 2290 0077 0524 21

With donations can a payment purpose in the message 
field field (for example "Solidaridad").
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Imprint
Editorial team: Padrinos del amaZOOnico 

Jolanda Zutter 
Hofackerstrasse 1
3645 Gwatt 
sachamanda@selvaviva.ec

Proofreading: Martina Louw

Translations (English, 
French
& Spanish): Jolanda Zutter

The texts have been revised by the editors, in some cases 
adapted, shortened or supplemented, but the content has not been 
changed.

Cover picture: Jolanda Zutter
Cover page: Thilo Sachse

Address changes to: Martin Pünter (puenter@sunrise.ch)

Until next time & happy 
holidays to you all!

mailto:sachamanda@selvaviva.ec
mailto:(puenter@sunrise.ch
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